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THE PRES IDENT'S  ADDR ESS -  del iver ed to  t he Club  b y P eter  A.   

Cla yton  a t  t he  A.G .M.  on Mar ch  2nd 1989 .   

John Ear l e,  i n  h is  "Micr ocos mographie"  of  1628 ,  gives  a  pen -por t ra i t  

of  an Ant iquar y.  He comment s  t ha t  "His  es t a t e cons is t s  much in  

sheke ls ,  and Roma n Coynes ,  a nd he ha th more P ictur es  of  Ca esar  t han  

James  or  El izabeth .  Pr int ed bookes  he cont emnes ,  as  a  nove l t y of  t h is  
la t t er  age;  but  a  manu -scr ip t  hee  por es  on ever las t ing ly,  espec ia l ly i f  

t he cover  be a l l  Moth - ea t en,  and th e dus t  make a  Par enthes is  bet weene  

ever y S yl lab l e ."  Ther e is  a  l ot  t o  be l ear ned  f rom tha t .  M os t  of  us  love  

our  co ins  dear ly,  and ca n eas i ly  spend a  sum far  i n  exces s  of  what  we  
ought  in  order  t o  ob ta in a  p i ece we b el i eve we r ea l ly mus t  have.  The  

co in mar k et  has  now genera l ly  been ra ther  in  t he doldrums  in mos t  

s er i es  for  a  number  of  years .  In  fa ct  i t  is  t h rough the pub l i ca t ions  tha t  

many of  us  now pursue our  hobb y with  r enewed vigour ,  a l t hough books  
a re now no  longer  as  cheap  as  t hey used t o  be .  I  can spea k her e with  

persona l  f ee l ing as  an author ,  pub l isher  and purchaser  of  books  -  t he  

roya l t i es  a r e never  commensura t e with t he  work put  into a  book;  t he  

un i t  cos t  of  t he book is  a lwa ys  too high  to  make the r et a i l  p r i ce  

reasonab le ,  and the cover  p r i ce is  a lwa y s  wa y up  (even with t rade  

discount !) .  How,  I  wonder  a t  t imes ,  do other s  fa re i n  t hes e s i t ua t ions?  

Ther e is  a lwa ys  the  joy of  pursuing  a  p iece ,  i t s  purchase a nd  

subsequent  posses s ion,  but  perhaps ,  in  vi ew of  t he higher  p r i ces  in  
mos t  s er ies ,  i t  is  s a lut a r y to  r emember  tha t  some of  t he bes t  s cholars  i n  

t he numis mat i c f i eld,  such as  Profes sor  Micha el  Grant ,  on ly ever  

co l l ect ed  cas t s  of  coins .  

The ques t ion of  Ear l e ' s  Ant iquar y p r ef er r ing his  books  moth ea t en and  
dus t y b r ings  us  t o  our  own C lub  l ib ra r y,  which I has t en to  add is  

ne i ther .  I t  is  i n  f i ne f et t l e,  a lbe i t  in  somewhat  cra mped quar t ers  in  

meta l  cab inet s  close  b y us  as  we meet  her e  in  t he  Ins t i t ut e ' s  Common  

Room.  As  you know,  we  ha ve a  Club  l i b ra ry to  b e p roud of .  Our  
Lib rar ian ,  Ph i l ip  Rueff ,  has  put  in  ma ny long hours  of  work compil ing  

an up - to-da t e l ib ra r y l is t  and our  T r easurer ,  Phi l ip  Mer nick,  has  been  

grea t ly  as s is t ing h im b y input t ing the r esu l t s  into a  computer  so tha t  

we  s ha l l  have  a  good a nd  a ccura t e l is t  ava i l ab le f or  memb ers '  us e.  Th is  
wi l l  s erve t wo purpos es  we hope  -  t o  l et  members  know what  we  ha ve  

and ther efor e encourage them to bor r ow books ,  and,  in  so doing,  i t  wi l l  

rel i eve  the conges t ion in  t he  cupboards !  Whils t  t he books  a r e not  

"moth- ea t en ' ,  some are showing s igns  of  t heir  a ge and us e.  We ar e  

for tuna te t ha t  our  Joint  Edi tors  of  t he News let t er ,  Mar cus  Phi l l ip s  and  

Susan T yler -S mith,  a re  both a ct ive bookb inders  and have  begun a  

p rogramme of  examina t ion a nd  t rea tmen t  of  t hose vo lumes  tha t  appear  

in  need of  f i r s t  a id.  Ther e ca n be no doub t  t ha t  our  l ib ra r y is  p robab ly 
the b es t  ava i lab l e in  any count y or  " loca l"  numismat i c  soci et y,  as  

aga ins t  t he j oint  l ib ra r y of  t he Royal  and Br i t ish Numis mat i c S oc iet i es .  
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In my address  las t  year  I not ed that  we had achieved our  40th Anniversary 

and that  we looked forward to host ing the 1989 BANS Congress . That 
lat ter event  is  now looming large upon us at  the end of this  month.  

Preparat ions have been in  hand for a  long while.  It  takes t ime to think 

through programmes, sort  out  accommodation and the many other aspects  

beneath the surface that  wil l make everything go smoothly over the 
weekend. Arranging such an event , and let  us  be quite sure that  being in  

London we do have an element  of "al l eyes on us", brings its  own specia l  

problems. The camaraderie that  is  so much an element  of our Club has  

been very evident  in the way that  the whole of your Committee has  
weighed in with suggest ions and back-up. It  all betokens well for a highly 

successful Congress  in Connaught  Hall ,  here in the Universit y of London.  

Our programme of talks  dur ing the year has  been as  var ied as  ever . We 

began in Apri l with Tim Mil let t  of Baldwin's  giving us  a fascinat ing view 
of tokens and electora l highj inks in south London;  Mike Bonser shewed us  

what  information could be gathered together from recent  f inds of Anglo -

Saxon coins,  in July;  and we had the pleasure of welcoming once aga in 

our American friend, Dr. Richard Doty, in September  to  address  us  on 

Amer ica's  copper coinage. Chr is  Denton spoke to us  on Ir ish coins  in  

October, Nick Rhodes on s ilver coins  in the Himalayas in November, and 

January saw Colin Narbeth present ing a paper on and displaying a large 

select ion of, Chinese coins  -  altogether an extraordinari ly cosmopolitan 
span of programmes. We returned, a lmost , to the ancient  world last  month,  

February, with Mark Blackburn from Cambridge who demonstrated the 

coinage of Rome's  heirs , and the extent  to which much of it  lent  on Roman  

prototypes for its  designs, albeit  oft en somewhat  removed from its  
ancestors .  

With a Club having as  wide interests  as  we have,  it  is  no l ight  task in  

securing speakers  and our Secretary, Peter Kincaid, has  been remarkably 

successful on our beha lf. The Club 's  adminis trat ion has now grown so 
much that  Peter  suggested to  the Committee that  the burden of Secretary 

(and we have an Assis tant  Secretary as  wel l)  might  be lightened by 

introducing that  of Programme Secretary.  This  lat ter task he has 

undertaken to do. This  meant  that  we needed to f ind new, and will ing,  
blood to take over the other dut ies  of Secretary. This  is  not  something to  

be undertaken light ly and we are very pleased that  Nash Patel has  agreed 

to become Secretary in Pet er Kinca id's  place.  Nash ha s a great  deal of  

experience behind him in such a  role and is  very much a  leading figure in  
other  areas  of numismatics . We are delighted that  he has consented to  join 

what  has  now become , as  it  were,  a Triumvirate s ecretarial  post . I  need 

hardly add that , as  President , the constant  support  and wil lingness  of your  

Committee is  a great  boon.  
There is  one sad loss  to note from the wor ld of  numismatics  dur ing the 

year , and that  was the death of Dr . Phi lip  Whit t ing GM, on 14th 

December. He had been in i ll  heal th  for some t ime 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 2 

 

  
5 6  

  

 

 

7 
 

8 

 
 

9 

Rome's Heirs: the coinages of the Barbarian Kingdoms 



5 

 

 

 

 

 
Rome's Heirs: the coinages of the Barbarian Kingdoms 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

Rome's Heirs: the coinages of the Barbarian Kingdoms 



7 

 

 

and had ceased to do any numismatic work on his own special series, the 

Byzantine. His name and coin collection, together with his library, fortunately 
lives on in the University of Birmingham wi th whose Cent re of  Byzant ine 

S tudies  he was  closely associated for many years. His major book Byzantine  

Coins, published in 1973, gave an insight to the series which has not been 

bettered. It is pleasant to be able to record that a revised second edition of that 
book is now in hand under the direction of Dr. John Kent. 

One last thing - and that is, the Congress. We are the largest numismatic society outside 

the two senior societies and we are the hosts for the 1989 Congress. I hope that 

we shall be able to present  a very st rong showing of our own members  at  the 

event. The majority will be "day boys" since we mostly live wi t h in  eas y 

r ea ch  o f  t he  venue  a nd  do  not  need  t o  s t a y overnight in the Hall. The 

Congress Dinner is a good one and it is to be followed by the Howard Linecar 

Memorial Lecture to be given by our own former distinguished President, Alex 
Stone. Alex  was  especia l ly  asked i f  he wou ld give this  l ectur e because, 

of all the members  of the Club, he was a very old friend of Howard and co-

author with him of English Proof and Pattern Crown-size Pieces 1658-1960, in 

1968. Not least, he is a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  i n  h i s  o wn  i n i m i t a b l e  wa y  a  
p a p e r  o n  commemorative medals, a subject dear to Howard Linecar. I look 

forward to seeing virtually every member of the Club present at t he  C ongr es s  

D inner  on  S a t ur da y 1s t  Apr i l  -  t her e  wi l l  certainly be many former 

members who have moved away and who ar e mak ing the specia l  ef for t  t o  
be p resent .  I  sha l l  be especially pleased to welcome amongst  our guests 

Mrs Rhoda L ine ca r .  T h er e  i s  n o  do ub t  t ha t  i t  w i l l  b e  a  s p l e nd id  

numismatic and convivia l evening and one which will s tand alongside our 

40th Anniversary Dinner in our memories. 

CLUB NEWS 

Deaths Resignations New Members A. 

 J .  M i n c h i n  J. ross E.R. Cox 

C. Brunel R.S. Sancroft-Baker N .  W et t on  J.F. 

Yarwood 

The current membership of the Club is 97. 

QUOTES...compiled by the Editors  

"Liard: the French use this term to denote foodstuffs cut into thin, flat, round 

slices which look like old coins. The term applies especially to potato crisps." 

Larousse Gastronomique 

"A cross between Hi-Di-Hi and the Nuremberg Rallies." One participant's 

description of COINEX 1989. 
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 ROME'S HEIRS: THE COINAGES OF THE BARBARIAN KINGDOMS, 5TH -
8TH CENTURIES - a paper delivered to the Club on 7 February 1989 by Mark 

Blackburn  

The coinage of  the Roman world in  the 5th century consis ted of  a mult i -
denominat iona l system in gold, s i lver,  and bronze.  By the eighth century the 

coinage of western Europe was ent irely of s ilver essent ia lly in one 

denominat ion,  the thin broad Carol ingian penny.  The change from a  classica l  
to a medieva l coinage was radica l, but  the way in which it  came about  was 

not  sudden or dramatic. It  is  a s tory of gradual change and evolut ion. Only 

in England and the northern fringes of Gaul did the barbarian conquests  

bring about  a complete cessat ion in the use of money. Elsewhere Germanic 
peoples  moved in and adopted in varying degrees the monetary system that  

they found - here they can be seen as  Rome's  heirs  in an economic as  wel l as  

a cultura l sense as  Pirenne point ed out  more than 50 years  ago.  

The his tory of the barbarian coinages in their  fir s t  three or four centur ies  is  
real ly much too broad a subject  for one lecture. Trying to t race the monetary 

developments  in f ive or more separate kingdoms is  l ike juggling with 

skit t les ;  some of the details  are bound to be dropped. But  what  I a im to do 

this  evening is  to highlight  s ignif icant  developments  in the coinage, seeing 
when and how they occurred in the different  regions. Firs t ,  I will s tart  with 

a very brief  his tory of  the Germanic invasions  for those not  familiar  with it .  

Brief  his tory of  the invasions  

The lat e 4th and 5th centuries  saw the movement  and reset t lement  of the 

peoples  of central and eastern Europe on a scale that  is  unprecedented in  

his torical t imes. As a result  of an invasion in the 370s by the Huns from 
Central  Asia, Valens looked for support  from Germanic mercenar ies  and 

came to an arrangement  permit t ing the Visigoths to cross  the Danube and 

set t le in  the north Balkans.  The Visigoths took advantage of the s ituat ion,  
defeat ing and kil ling Valens, pressing across  the Balkans, and inva ding 

Italy.  In  407 the Vandals , in company with the Alans and the Suevi, crossed 

the frozen Rhine and wrought  havoc plundering in Gaul .  In 409 they moved 

into Spain. In 410 the Visigoths sacked Rome, before crossing the Alps in  
412 to set t le  

in southern Gaul. For almost  a century the Visigothic kingdom was centered 

on Toulouse, unt il 507 when the Franks under  the leadership of Clovis  drove 

them across  the Pyrenees into Spain.  The Franks were a west  Germanic 
people who in the 5th century were s et t led in  northern Gaul and served the 

Empire as  

mercenar ies  with reasonable fidel it y. Towards the end of  the century the 

various groups of  Sal ian and Ripuarian Franks were unit ed by Clovis  (481 -
511), who by the end of his  reign had established a vast  king dom stretching 

from central Germany to western France and from the Low Countries  to the 

Pyrenees but  fall ing short  of the Medit erranean.  
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The Vandals had moved on from Spain to north Africa in 429 where they set  up a 

kingdom centered on Carthage which lasted for a century, ending with the 
Byzantine conquest of 533. The Suevi were based in north Portugal, but for a time 

extended far into modern  Spa in before being p res sed back by the  Vis igoths .  

Britain had of course been abandoned in the first decade of the 5th century when 

resources were needed elsewhere in the Empire, and a variety of Germanic 
sett lers  -  t radit ionally Angles , Saxons, and Jutes - subsequently arrived to take 

control. 

Meanwhile in Italy, Rome had again been sacked in 455, and in 476 Odovacar, a  

high-ranking of ficer of Germanic descent ,  deposed the last  wes t ern 
emperor  Romulus  Augustus  and was  declared `king' by the troops in Italy. 

Odovacar professed to govern on behalf of the eastern emperor Zeno, but in 488 

Zeno, in order to rid himself of the Ostrogoths, offered them Italy to rule in place of 

Odovacar. By 493 the Ostrogoths were in control of the whole of the peninsula. The 
Ostrogothic kingdom in Italy lasted for just over 60 years, until after two decades of 

warfare Justinian succeeded in recapturing it in 552. This is  not  quite the end of  

the s tory, for within a short  t ime Lombards from central Europe moved south 

to occupy parts  of I t a ly -  i n i t i a l l y  Lomb ardy in  t he  no r t h  a nd  Sp o le t o 
a nd  Benevento further  south,  extending into Tuscany in the 7th century. 

Continuity and change 

Most of these peoples at some stage during the 5th century were a t  l ea s t  

no t iona l ly i n  t he  emp loy o f  t he  emp er o r ,  wh ich  instilled in them a degree 
of respect for imperial authority albeit a precarious one. They would have 

obtained substantial amounts of coin, mainly gold, as mercenaries, in tribute, and as 

plunder . This  meant  that  they were general ly quit e used to dealing with 

money, even if they had not struck coins of their own to any significant extent 
before moving into the Empire. This  exper ience was  n o doub t  a  factor  in 

encouraging the  con t inu i t y o f  min t ing  t ha t  we  f ind  in  mos t  o f  t he  newl y  

established Germanic kingdoms. 

The monetary setting for these events was that of an imperial coinage in principle 
in three metals but with that in silver and bronze becoming so scarce during the 5th 

century that its use in local t rade must  have become severely limited. The gold,  

in three denominations - the solidus, its half the semissis, and its third the 

tremissis - was struck in reasonable quantity. The silver 'siliqua' and 'half-siliqua' 
grew lighter and thinner i n  t h e  W e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  G a u l ,  w h i l e  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  denominations in bronze had been reduced from four to just one, the 

nummus, by the mid 5th century. 

In  the early 5th century there were se ven mints  in western Europe, three in 
Gaul (Trier, Lyon, and Arles) and four in Italy (Milan, Aquileia, Ravenna, and Rome), 

while Spain had supported 
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a mint a Barcelona only briefly under the usurper Maximus (409 11) . 

As I have already indicated, the barbarians largely adopted the monetary systems 

that they found, but in time they extended and developed them according to their 

own needs. They introduced new weight systems, for that of the 
Roman/Mediterranean world was measured in carats based on the seed of the carob 

tree which did not grow in northern Europe. In place of this the Germans used 

one based on the wheat grain (the later medieval `Paris' grain) or an alternative based 

on the weight of a barleycorn ( the `T r oy '  gra in) .  T hey a ls o int r oduced a  numb er  
of  new vernacular names for denominat ions (e.g. shi ll ing, penny) , although 

Roman ones continued to be applied, often misleadingly, by scribes writing in Latin. 

Italy and North Africa, 5th and 6th centuries 

The mos t  sophis t ica t ed coinages  deve lop ed in t hos e a reas  wher e t he  
Roman a dminis t ra t ion  ha d sur vived b es t ,  in  It a ly and nor th Afr i ca .  

Odova car  a nd a f t er  him the Os t rogothi c  k ings  of  It a ly purpor t ed  to  ru l e  

as  rep res enta t ives  of  t he emper or .  Odova car  (476 -93)  s t ruck coins  in  

go ld,  s i lver ,  and copper  i n  t he na me of  Zeno (p l .  1 .1 ) ,  but  t owards  the  

end of  h is  reign when re la t ions  with Cons t ant inop le had become s t ra ined  

he  is sued  s i l ver  `ha lf - s i l iqua e°  a nd  copper  nummi with his  own na me o r  

monogra m (p l .  

1 .2 ) .  The Os t rogoths  a lso is sued  an a r ra y  of  d if f er ent  denomina t ions ,  
go ld so l idi  a nd  t remis ses  a t  f i r s t  in  t he name of  t he cur r ent  r eign ing  

emper or  (p l .  1 .4 ) ;  s i lver  `s i l iqua e'  a nd the ir  ha lves  and quar t ers  of t en  

combining  the emper or ' s  na me on the obverse wit h t he k ing ' s  na me or  

monogra m on the  r evers e;  and  
an a r ra y of  b ronz e denomina t ions  wit h t he k ing ' s  na me.  So commit t ed  

wer e they to  r ecogn iz ing imp er ia l  author i ty ,  t ha t  when dur ing the las t  

deca de or  so of  t he k ingdom they wer e a t  war  with Jus t inian ,  t hey p la ced  

the na me of  an ear l i er  emperor ,  Anas t as ius ,  on the ir  co ins .  

One of  t he  mor e  r emarkab le  f ea tures  of  t h is  per iod  was  the  r ev iva l  of  t h e  

anc i ent  p r ivi l ege  of  t he R oman s ena t e t o  s t r ike a  co ina ge in  b ronz e.  The  

f i r s t  coin with t he l et t ers  SC for  t wo hundred years  was  s t ruck under  

Odova car  (p l .  1 .3 ) ,  and ther e fo l lowed u nder  t he Os t rogoths  a  la rge  
mun ic ipa l  b ronz e co ina ge of  fo l l es  and ha lf - fol l es .  

In  t he Vandal  kingdom of  nor th  Afr i ca  no gold was  s t ruck,  but  t her e  was  

a  subs t ant ia l  s i lver  coinage.  At  f i r s t  t his  cons is t ed  of  imit a t ions  o f  

Ravenate `s i l iqua e'  of  t he emper o r  Honor ius  (p l .  1 .5)  s t ruck f rom c.440  

unt i l  c.490 ,  i .e .  long a f t er  h is  dea th,  King Guntha mund (484 -96)  t hen  

ins t i t ut ed a  pur ely r ega l  coinage in  s i l ver  a nd copper  with t he  

denomina t ions  boldly marked:  100  denar i i ,  50  denar i i ,  25  denar i i ,  and  

small  b ronz e nummi.  [At  t he meet ing  Mr  N .  Fa ir head  exhib i t ed a n  
apparent ly new Vandal i c denomina t ion ,  a  12  denar ius  p iece ,  t he na me o f  

t he r ul er  unf or tuna t ely b eing i l l eg ib l e. ]  Later  under  
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Hilderic (523-30) the 50 denarius coin carries  the figure of the city goddess 

Carthago with the inscription FELIX KARTG (pl. 1.6). There was also a  

substantial municipal bronze coinage of Carthage in a range of denominations 
from the large 42-nummus (pl. 1.7) down to little four-nummus pieces, each 

with the figure of Carthago but no reference to the Vandal kings. These were 

presumably modelled on the Roman senatorial issues, for they are closely 

parallel in date.  

The revival of substantial silver and copper coinages in both Italy and North 

Africa is one of the most remarkable features of the Ostrogothic and Vandalic 

periods, and they were continued there under the Byzantines after the fall of the 

kingdoms in the mid 6th century at a  time when other mints in the Empire were 
striking only gold and bronze. Parts of Italy remained under Byzantine control 

with a coinage system aligned to that of the eastern empire, but those that fell to 

the Lombards, as we shall see, developed western st yle currencies.  

Spain and Gaul, pseudo-imperial coinages of the 5th and 6th centuries  
The situation was rather different in Spain where there had been no established 

Roman mints and in Gaul where the shortage of imperial silver and bronze had 

been particularly acute. Here during the 5th and 6th centuries, the Suevi, the 

Burgundians, the Visigoths, and the Franks produced coinages predominantly in  
gold and imitating imperial designs and legends. In addition there were 

occasional small issues in silver or bronze. This pseudo-imperial phase lasted 

until the 580s, when distinctive 'national' coinages developed.  

The gold coins of the Suevi in Spain (pl.  1.8) copied ones that were current at  
the time of their settlement in 409 and subsequently, i.e. solidi of Honorius and 

tremisses of Valentinian III.  Some exceedingly rare 'siliquae' are the  

earliest coins to bear the name of a Germanic ruler, that of King Rechiar (438-

55). The Burgundians, whom I have not mentioned previously, settled in the 
Upper Rhineland and eastern France including the cities of Geneva, Lyon, and 

Vienne. The kingdom was short -lived, being conquered by the Franks in 534, 

but they left as well as an important law code, the Lex  Burgundionum, a 

coinage of solidi and tremisses in the name of the current emperor with added in 
the field monograms of the names of the last three kings (pl. 1.9). The 

Visigoths, in their kingdom first in southern Gaul from 417 to 507 and then in 

Spain, struck a large pseudo-imperial coinage of solidi (pl. 2.10) and tremisses . 

There was no silver, but a bronze coinage has very recently been recognized 
among finds from southern Spain although it has yet to be secur ely dated. The 

5th-century coinage is difficult to distinguish from that of the Franks, but the 

tremisses of the 6th century are distinctive for the cross shown on the emperor's  

breast which grows larger as the design becomes more and more stylized (p1. 

2.11). The 
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winged victory on the reverse holding a palm leaf  and wreath eventual ly 

looks more like a locust  or kangaroo playing quoits!  

The early coinage of the Franks was also essent ially pseudo - imper ial and 

primari ly in gold (pl. 2 .14), although some of the l ightes t  5th-century 
's iliquae'  that  are mainly found in Frankish graves have also been at t ributed  

to them. During the firs t  ha lf of  the 6th century there were loca lis ed roya l  

issues of small s ilver and copper coins  in Burgundy and Provence, s t ruck b y 

the Burgundians and the Ostrogoths and cont inued brief ly by the Franks  
after their conquest  of those regions (pl. 2 .15). They seem to have supplied 

a need for small change in the few surviving urban communit ies , for  the 

Burgundian issues have been found in quant it y i n Lyon and the Provencal  

ones in Marseil les .  
By now it  will have become apparent  that  in al l the new barbarian s tates  

whenever they issued gold coins these carr ied the name of  an emperor , and 

preferably the one current ly ruling. The Germanic kings, when th ey put  their  

names on the coins ,  usua lly did so only on the s ilver  and bronze issues. Gold 
clear ly had a very different  s tatus  to that  of other metals , and its  mint ing 

was regarded as  an imper ial  prerogat ive. There was,  however, one very 

notable except ion.  In 539 Theodobert  I,  a grandson of  Clovis , invaded Italy 

annexing much of the north, and the success  apparent ly went  to his  head, for  

he s t ruck a  ser ies  of  sol idi and t remisses  with the inscr ipt ion DN 

THEODEBERTVS REX or VICTOR. But  this  except ion neat ly proves the  

rule, for the Byzant ine his torian Procopius comments  upon it  as  an illega l  

and presumptuous act . Interest ingly, the idea  of  gold's  specia l s tatus  
persis ted into the 7th and 6th centuries , for although the lat er Merovingian 

kings regularly placed their names on the gold coinage of Provence, with the 

introduct ion of the s i lver  denier  the king's  name was replaced by that  of the  

Patrician, i.e.  the local  adminis trator (pl. 2 .18).  

Establishment  of 'nat ional'  coinages  

The last  quarter of the 6th century brought  an important  development  in  
western coinages;  the abandonment  of imper ial legends and designs and the 

establishment  of dis t inct ive 'nat ional'  ser ies . In Visigothic Spain the chan ge 

was abrupt  and complet e. In the early 580s two rival kings, Leovigild (568 -

86) and his  usurping son Hermenegild (579 -84), placed their names on 
t remisses  of the s tandard Victory type (pl. 2 .12). Within five years  or so 

Hermenegild's  revolt  had been supp ressed, a new type had been ordered 

copying the Byzant ine cross -on-steps design, and this  in turn had been  

replaced by a  quit e novel arrangement  of  a facing bust  on each s ide (pl .  
2 .13). What  was perhaps most  innovat ive was that  both the lat ter t ypes  

carried not  only Leovigi ld's  name and t it le, but  also the mint  name.  

Immediately one sees  that  there exis ted a qui te extensive network of mints . 

At  least  19 places are named on Leovigild's  coinage and more are found 

under  his  successors ,  



13 

 

 

the number of mints in the whole Visigothic series amounting to 80 or so. 

Leovigild also adjusted the weight standard, first reducing it to that of the 
Franks, then raising it again to the Roman standard while reducing the fineness 

of the coins to c.75% gold. The coinage continued in essentially this form until 

the Arab invasion of Spain brought down the kingdom in 714.  

The comparable transition in the Merovingian coinage was neither so rapid nor 
so complete. It started by the insertion of mint names or moneyers' n ames into 

pseudo-imperial inscriptions (pl. 2.16).  Gradually in the 570s and 580s these 

took on a more 

recognisable form, and new types were introduced to replace the standard 
imperial ones (pl. 2.17). The organization of the Merovingian coinage remained 

fundamentally different from that of the Visigothic.  Most coins bear the 

name of the mint, of which there are some 500 recorded, and the moneyer, of 

which there are more than 1,500. Some coins, but only a small proportion, 
carry the name of a king, while others have that of a religious foundation - 

church or monastery - or of the Palace. The coinage was not 'national' therefore 

in the sense of being uniformly issued under one authority, indeed in many 

respects it has the nature of a large number of private i ssues. Still, in design 
and legend it was now distinct from that of Byzantium.  

Debasement and the introduction of the silver penny  

As I have mentioned, the f ineness  of the Visigothic coins  was reduced to 
about  75% in the 580s, and this  was followed dur ing the 7th century by 

further  progressive reduct ions unt il  by the end of the ser ies  in 714 the coins  

contained only some 35% gold. In the Frankish ser ies  the ful l 90/95% 

standard was maintained unt i l the beginning of the 7 th century, but  the 
progressive reduct ion was then more rapid and severe. By about  670 

Merovingian t remisses  were only a  quarter f ine.  

The same pat tern of debasement  can be observed in the new Anglo -Saxon 

coinage which, discounting some occasional earlier s t rikings, s tarted in the 
620s or 630s. It  was init ia lly produced on a  very small  sca le to  supplement  

the currency of Continental  gold t remisses , mainly Merovingian,  that  had  

begun to circulat e in south-eastern England. Two main series  can be  

dis t inguished, one from London (pl. 3 .24), often inscr ibed with the mint  
name, and the other probably from Kent  which genera lly carr ies  the name 

of a moneyer -  firs t  Witmen and lat er Pada (pl. 3 .25) .  As in France, by the 

670s the fineness  of the Anglo-Saxon shi ll ings,  as  they were cal led, had 

fallen to 25% or less . In both regions, more or less  s imultaneously, the 
coinages changed from being ones of pale gold or electrum, to ones of fine 

s ilver of s imilar module and weight . That  they were seen as  dis t inct  new 

coinages is  shown by the fact  that  they were given new names.  In Francia ,  

in the Lat in sources, they are referred to as  denari i and some of the coins  
even bear the let ter D (pl. 2 .19) or the word DINAROS.  In England they 

were cal led in  the vernacular peninq (plura l penengas), our  modern 'penny',  
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and these words first appear in documents of the 680s and 690s just after the 

introduction of the new coinages.  

The Merovingian silver deniers (pl. 2.18 -19) are in the same mode as the gold 

tremisses that they replaced, having a variety of legends: mints, moneyers, 

ecclesiastical authorities, and the Palace, but, save for a single early coin of 

King Childeric II struck in 673-5, there are no royal silver coins. On the 
northern fringes of the Frankish kingdoms, present day Belgium and Holland,  

there were large issues of distinctive uninscribed types - the so-called Frisian 

sceattas - that passed regularly in trade across the Channel to England (pl. 

2.20). 
The English pennies, also known quite erroneous ly as 'sceattas', initially appear  

to follow on in the same two series as in the gold, one from London and one 

from Kent (pl. 3.26). But expansion and diversification was rapid in the early 

8 th century. Their circulation spread to most of England, thickest  in the south 
and east and thinning out to the west and north-west.  New mints opened 

at York, in East Anglia, in Essex, at Southampton (pl. 3.28), and perhaps 

elsewhere. The design and engraving also became more innovative, drawing on 

the rich stock of Insular motifs (pl. 3.27-8), rather than copying Roman and 
Merovingian coin types.  They compare favourably with contemporary 

ornamental metalwork and stone sculpture.  

In Italy the Lombards had produced pseudo-imperial tremisses for a century 

longer than the Visigoths or the Franks, replacing them with regal and 
municipal coins only in c.690. The gold standard had been maintained 

reasonably well, rarely falling  

below 75% during the 7th century. In about 680 they introduced a silver coinage 

in Lombardy (pl. 3.23) in addition to the gold. The idea may have been inspired 
by the Franks, responding to a need for money for smaller transactions, but the 

Lombard deniers were quite different denominations from the Merovingian 

ones, 

being much thinner and lighter. In the 8th century the gold coins, albeit now 
debased, continued to be struck until the Carolingian conquest in the 770s, and 

even beyond for several years under Charlemagne.  

The Carolingian broad penny 

So we come to the final stage on our journey from classical to medieval 

coinage. In 751 the last of the inept Merovingian kings was unseated by his  

powerful Mayor of the Palace, Pepin the Short, so starting the new Carolingian 

era. Pepin, probably in 755, ordered a reform of the coinage, placing his name 

or initials on it, revising the weight standard, and introducing a broader thinner 

flan (pl. 2.21). It is generally thought that the change of flan was intended to 

make the inscriptions more legible, but it is more likely to have been simply a  

by-product of a change in mint technique, for the new coins appear to have been 
struck on flans that have been cut out of sheet metal rather than on individually 

cast blanks as the 
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Merovingian coins had been. This  new technique was perhaps learnt  from 

the Musl ims in Spain who had s tarted s t riking large s ilver dirhems during 
the second quarter of the 8th century or from the Lombards whose coins 

were also thin and spread.  Under Pepin mint  names were oft en but  not  

always placed on the coins , as  they were later under his  son Charlemagne.  

Moneyers  are never named, and the control of  the 100 or more Carolingian 
mints  appears  to have been firmly in the king' s  hands. In 781 Charlemagne 

introduced the broad penny into Italy (pl.  2 .22), and in the 790s he 

increased the weight  and f lan s ize so that  it  then firmly resembled the coin 

that  was to remain the s tandard denominat ion through most  of the middle 
ages. In England the comparable reform is  le ss  wel l chart ed. There had 

been a monetary cr is is  in the south in the mid 8th century, as  the ear ly 

pennies  grew extremely base and mint ing was  wound down. In East  Anglia 

a King Beonna at tempted a coinage reform (pl . 3 .29), but  it  did not  survive 
the Mercian conquest  of the region. A broad penny s imilar in fabric to 

Pepin's  was being s t ruck at  Canterbury, London, and in East  Anglia by the 

760s or 770s, but  whether it  was Offa of Mercia (pl . 3 .30) who was 

responsible for its  introduct ion, or two minor Kentis h kings, Heahberht  
and Ecgberht  (pl. 3 .31), is  st ill uncertain. The coinage that  ensued is  one 

of the most  sat isfying in the ent ire medieva l series , as  the 8th -century die-

cut ters  took advantage of the larger module to  develop their  art is t ry.  

 
List of Illustrations 

Rome's Heirs: The Coinages of the Barbarian Kingdoms, 5th-8th centuries  

1.  Odovacar (476-93), tremissis  in name of Zeno,  Milan. [MEC 1:58] 

2. Odovacar, 'half-siliqua', Ravenna. [MEC 1:63] 

3.  Municipal bronze coinage of Rome, temp. Odovacar, follis 
in name of Zeno. [MEC 1:92] 

4. Ostrogoths, Theoderic (493-526), solidus in name of 

Anastasius, Rome. [MEC 1:113] 

5.  Vandals, pseudo-imperial, c.440-90, 'siliqua' in name of 
Honorius, Carthage. [MEC 1:1] 

6.  Vandals, Hilderic (523-30), 50 denarii, Carthage. [MEC 
1:21] 

7.  Vandals, semi-autonomous copper coinage, class 2, c.523- 
33, 42 nummi, Carthage. [MEC 1:43] 

8. Suevi, pseudo-imperial,  solidus in name of Honorius . [NEC 1:285] 

9. Burgundians, Gundobald (473-516), solidus in name of Anastasius 
with GVB monogram on rev. [MEC 1:3361 

10. Visigoths in Gaul, pseudo-imperial, solidus in name of Valentinian III.

 [MEC 1:167] 
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11. Visigoths in Spain, pseudo-imperial, tremissis in name of Justinian I. [MEC 

1:197] 
12. Visigoths in Spain, Leovigild (572-86), tremissis with pseudo- imper ia l  obv. , 

rev.  CLIVVIGILDI REGIS.  [MEC  1:209] 

13. Visigoths in Spain, Reccared I (586 -601), t remissis , Seville.

 [MEC 1:222] 
14. Merovingians, pseudo-imperial, solidus in name of 

Anastasius. [MEC 1:347] 
15. Merovingians, Thierry I (511-34), nummus, Provence. [MEC  1:388] 
16. M e r o v i n g i a n s ,  p s e u d o - i m p e r i a l ,  t r e m i s s i s ,  w i t h  inscriptions 

blundering LAUSONNA CIVITAS for Lausanne. [MEC 1:366] 

17. Merovingians, mid 6th cent., tremissis, Rodez, moneyer Vendemius. [MEC 

1:443] 
18. Merovinians, denier, Marseilles, Patrician Ansedert (late 7th cent.).

 [MEC 1:543] 

19. Merovingians, denier, with D for denarius, Metz. [MEC  1:596] 

20. Frisia or Lower Rhineland, denier ('sceat'), 'porcupine' type, c.700.
 [MEC 1:650] 

21. Carolingians, Pepin the Short (751-68), denier, uncertain mint. (Blunt coll.] 

22. Carolingians, Charlemagne (768-814), denier, Milan. [MEC  1:743] 

23. Lombards, denier with monogram of Perctarit, late 7th or early 8th cent., 
Lombardy. [MEC 1:329] 

24. Anglo-Saxons, shilling, mid 7th cent., London.  [Blunt col.] 

25. Anglo-Saxons, shilling, 3rd quarter of 7th cent., moneyer Pada, Kent. [MEC 

1:668] 
26. Anglo-Saxons, penny ( 'sceat ') ,  late 7th cent .,  Kent . [MEC 1:678] 

27. Anglo-Saxons, penny ('sceat'), c.715-30, Kent or Thames Valley. [MEC 

1:698] 

28. Anglo-Saxons, penny ('sceat'), c.715-50, Southampton. [MEC 1:692] 
29. Anglo-Saxons, Beonna of East Anglia (749-57 or later), penny, East 

Anglia, moneyer Wilred. [MEC 1:1121c] 

30. Anglo-Saxons, Offa of Mercia (757-96), penny, Canterbury or London, 

moneyer Ethilvald. 
31. Anglo-Saxons, Egbert of Kent (c.765-80 or later), penny, Canterbury, moneyer 

Udd. [MEC 1:1122] 

All  t he coins  i l lust rat ed are in  t he F it zwil l iam Museum,  Cambridge. 

MEC = P. Grierson and M. Blackburn, Medieval European Coinage.  1  T h e  E a r l y  

M i d d l e  A g e s  ( 5 t h  -  1 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s )   (Cambridge, 1986). 
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An int erview with Professor T. V. Buttrey,  Keeper of Coins and  M eda l s  

a t  t he  F i t z wi l l i a m  M us eum a nd  Pr es ident  of  t he  R oya l   Numismatic 
Society. Cambridge, 23 August 1989.  

EDS: You are not very well known to our readership, so could you start by giving 

us some personal details ? 

P RO F.  B UTTR EY:  I  a m a n Amer i ca n  c i t i zen ,  r es id ing  in  Cambridge. 
I'm primarily a classicist and taught at Yale and Michigan Universities for a 

total of over 30 years and then took early ret irement . As an academic I 

essentially taught Greek literature, Homer and so on but I've published on 

numismatic subjects  s ince the early 1950's  and curated the Yale numismatic 
collection when I was there. For 20 years I was on the ANS council and publications 

committee. 

My own numismatic publications have been articles rather than books. Most 

have been on Greek and Roman topics but  I also write about North and South 
American subjects. The 5th edition of my Guide to Mexican coins has  just  

appeared. I have also been responsible for the publication of the coin finds 

from eight different excavations. When I first started the coins would be sent 

to the US for study but now you have to go to the country in question because they 
won't let them out. I've just finished the manuscript  on the excavat ions at 

Cyrene, and Morgantina is about to be published. 
EDS: You said that in 1983! 
PROF. BUTTREY: It is imminent. 

EDS: What brings you to Cambridge? 

PROF. BUTTREY: It is difficult to do serious numismatic work in America 

without easy access to New York. It's different in Britain. Cambridge is a nice 

quiet place with a tradition of numismatic scholarship, you have the university 

and faculty libraries as well as the museum, and it is very convenient for London 

and Oxford. 

EDS: It's a hack question but how did you get interested in coins? 
PROF.  BUTTREY: Kidd ie col l ector  US  penn ies ,  t he usua l  thing. I  

grew up in Texas and in those days you could buy Mexican silver coins by 

weight so I then went on to those. At first I didn't relate coins to my classical 

studies but when studying at Princeton was fortunate to work under Louis West 
who was President of the ANS. He had persuaded Archer M. Hunt ington to 

underwrite the summer graduate seminars at the ANS, and I attended the first 

seminar in 1952. These seminars have been held every year but  one s ince then 

involving 10 to 12 research students in classics, art history, Islamic studies 
etc. They have nine weeks of lectures on numismatic subjects and at the end 

they have to present a paper on a numismatic topic to the other students and 

staff. Usually two or three of these per year are good enough to warrant 
publication in the ANS  M us eum Not es  a nd o ther  j ou rna ls .  ( In my own  

cas e  the  seminar result ed in a dissertat ion on the coinage of Mark 

Antony.) As a result of the seminars, numismatics means a lot more to hundreds 

of university lecturers, and it's a strong and lively subject in the USA. 
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EDS: Turning now to the F itzwill iam Museum, when did you become 

Keeper of the Coins and Medals?  
PROF. BUTTREY: 1 October 1988. I'm appointed  for 3  years .  
EDS: We know the coin rooms well but  most  of our readers  do not  and,  

frankly they have a reputat ion for inaccessibilit y. Can you s tart by 
describing them?  

PROF. BUTTREY: The Department  is  on the ground f loor, in a  right  
angle between two main gal leries . The oldest  room is  the McClean Study 
Room, original ly reached by a door in the Lower  Marley Gallery. This  s t ill  
houses the ancient  and or iental  collect ions. Coins and books are total ly 
integrated s ide by s ide and that  is  where you would normally consult  them.  
Next  door  is  my off ice,  with the medal  l ibrary. Then the work room and 
public enquiry desk. Next  to that  is  the Cr ipps Gallery where we hold 
exhibit ions and which is  now a lso the main entrance to the department  
from the Gla isher Gallery. Beyond the Cr ipps Gallery is  the Grierson 
Room which houses Professor Grierson's  col lect ion of medieval European 
coins, deposited here, and the Museum's  own medieval European and 
Byzant ine coins  plus  the relevant  books.  

EDS: What  other  s taff are there?  
PROF. BUTTREY: There's  an Assis tant  Keeper , T.R. Volk and a  

Technical  Assis tant , Geoff Thoday. That 's  the permanent  s taff. Two 
temporary posit ions were introduced last  autumn for a per iod of 3  years:  
Kevin Butcher, Assis tant  in research, and a departmental secretary, Mrs de 
Castro, who was formerly with the Universit y Library (this  is  the firs t  t ime 
the department  has  ever had a secretary) . Two other people have their  work 
in the department  -  Professor Phil ip  Grierson who has been Honorary  
Keeper of the Coins for years  and his  assis tant  Mark Blackburn, who is  
Senior Research Associat e in the Faculty of  History.  

EDS: Is  Mr Thoday at tached full t ime to the Coin and Medal 
Department?  

PROF. BUTTREY: Yes, except  in so far as  he is  involved in ot her 
museum dut ies , eg.  as  Museum Fire Officer . He knows the col lect ions very 
well  and answers  most  queries  coming to the Enquiry Desk.  

EDS: It 's  not  museum pol icy to  swop technicians around?  
PROF. BUTTREY: No. Photography for example is  done by a central 

department  rather than having a  photographer  at tached to each department .  
EDS: What  is  museum policy on supplying cas ts?  
PROF. BUTTREY: We're happy to provide small numbers  for s erious 

scholars , aga inst  a copy of the publicat ion.  
EDS: Do you have any s tat is t ics  for the number of vis itors  to the 

exhibit ion and the department?  

PROF. BUTTREY: We regis tered about  300 departmental vis itors  in  
1988, and our most  recent  exhibit ion of medals  of the French Revolut ion 

had 1000 vis itors .  

EDS: Can you say something about  the scope of the collect ion?  

PROF. BUTTREY: It 's  famous for its  Greek, especial ly the Leake and 
McClean Collect ions;  there is  a wide range of Greek Imperia l,  and of 

course there's  Prof.  Grierson's  collect ion of  
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continental hammered which is  deposited here permanently. We are hoping 
to acquire Chr is topher  Blunt 's  col lect ion of Anglo -Saxon coins which wil l  
complement  Grierson's  beaut iful ly. The Roman is  representat ive of its  
series  and though I 'm no authority, Mr.  Volk tells  me that  the Indian 
cabinet  is  of good qua lit y with part icular  s t rengths such as  the Botham 
Bequest  (1963) of coins  of Assam. There are 2000+ Brit ish his torica l  
medals  and the Roberto Weiss  Collect ion of  Italian Renaissance medals , on 
long term loan. Modern is  widely spread but  not  very excit ing though we  
are except iona lly s t rong on Brit ish coins  and tokens. The tendency is  for  
the col lect ion to concentrate on areas  useful for teaching.  

EDS: Does the Department  have an acquisit ions budget? PROF. 
BUTTREY: No.  
EDS: What  nothing ???  

PROF. BUTTREY: We have a book purchase fund of £1000+ per annum,  
but  as  far as  coins  are concerned we hope people will  donate mater ial;  
otherwise we can apply to the Director and the Syn dicate for funds. Fai ling  
that  we can t ry to ra ise the money outs ide. We are very grateful  for  
anything we receive but  as  far as  purchases are concerned it  has  to be  
something that  fi lls  an important  gap in the collect ion or els e is  of  
part icular  interest  to someone working here. I  should say that  Prof.  
Grierson has been very generous as  a donor, and not  just  of coins  and books  
that  are of  part icular int erest  to him.  

EDS: What  is  your policy on donated col lect ions, do you integrate them 
or keep them separat e?  

PROF. BUTTREY: The Syndicat e requires  that  the col lect ions be 
integrated,  subject  to the donors '  requirements , and that  is  the only 
pract ica l way to handle a variegated col lect ion.  On the other hand the 
Leake Collect ion and the McClean Collect ion are s t il l housed in their  
origina l cabinets  and that  is  convenient  s ince they are both published and 
you can immediately find a  given coin.  

EDS: What  is  Museum policy on the disposal of duplicat es?  
PROF. BUTTREY: In principle nobody gives anything to the museum,  

they offer it .  The Director then advises  the Syndicate as  to whether the gift  
should be accepted. The Syndicate usual ly follow his  advice and the 
Department  enrol ls  the it em(s) in the accession regis ter. In the interval  
between acceptance and enrolment  th e Syndicate al lows  duplicates  to  be set  
as ide and sold provided the donor agrees . Otherwise we do not  now dispose 
of duplicat es .  

EDS: When is  the Cripps Gallery open?  
PROF. BUTTREY: Tuesday through Fr iday 10 -12am, when an exhibit ion 

is  in progress . As you know the Museum is  so short  of resources the ground 
floor  ga ller ies  are only open in the morning and the upper f loor only in the 
afternoon. In pract ice it 's  often possible to extend this  but  s ince the ground  
floor  is  not  off icia lly open in the aft ernoon we cannot  open the Cr ipps 
Gallery.  

EDS: Who is  Mr. Cr ipps? 
PROF. BUTTREY: Sir Humphrey Cripps has been a major benefactor of 

several  colleges of the universit y;  he was  
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responsible for the Cr ipps building at  St . Johns College for  example.  His  
own factory manufactured the exhibit ion cases , which were designed by 
Mr. Volk, as  was the ga llery itself .  Before we had our  own exhibit ion 
space, coins  were exhibit ed in the adjacent  Lower Mar ley Gallery, along 
with materia l from Applied Arts , or  in the Greek and Roman Rooms.  

EDS: How often do you change your  exhibits?  
PROF. BUTTREY: In 1988 we only had one exhibit ion, but  in 1989 we 

will have had three -"Coins of the Bible Lands", "Records of Revolut ion" 
and "This  is  My Image", on Greek and Roman portraiture. I expect  that  we 
can mount  three in 1990 as  wel l.  

EDS: Are coins lent  to other departments  for exhibit ion?  
PROF. BUTTREY: Occasional ly, as  appropriate. Some Museum 

exhibit ions draw on several departments  at once, so that  there was a 
numismatic component  in "Will iam and Mary", and "Par is : City of  
Revolut ion". Medals  on the other hand are permanently exhibit ed alongs ide 
paint ings of their  per iod in the paint ings ga lleries .  

EDS: Isn't  having the books in the same room as the coins  a nuisance 
both for you and the publ ic if  vis itors  just  want  to consult  books s ince you 
have to supervise them? It 's  much easier in  the Ashmolean for example 
where the books are s eparate.  

PROF. BUTTREY: As things a re at  the moment  it 's  not  possible to 
separate them, nor is  it  desirable -  coins  and books are used together. If  a 
vis itor gives not ice of wishing to consult  a part icular t it le, it  can be made 
available to him in the Museum Reading Room.  

EDS: Do you hope to be able to improve s tudent  access  to the 
collect ions?  

PROF. BUTTREY: The department  has  always been under -manned,  
compared with the Ashmolean, and that 's  why we cannot  open the 
department  on Saturday. With only three permanent  s taff we are very 
restrict ed. What  we are doing is  improving the housekeeping. The 
secretary is  data in-put t ing a ll the books in t he department  so we can f ind 
things quickly and easily, and that  will probably take up all her t ime. In 
recent  years  Mr. Volk, as  part  of a programme to rehouse the collect ions,  
has  sorted more than 25,000 post  medieva l coins . All this  work is  terribly 
t ime consuming. But  you can make an appointment  to vis it  the department ,  
Monday to Friday.  

EDS: Do you ever hold conferences ?  
PROF. BUTTREY: We don't  have the resources for anything like the 

Oxford symposia on coinage and monetary his tory.  
EDS: Can you tel l us  something about  your teaching role in the 

Universit y?  
PROF. BUTTREY: Mr. Volk lectures  for the Faculty of Classics  at  both 

graduate and undergraduate  level , as  wel l as  teaching for the Universit y's  
Department  of Archaeology. Phi lip  Grierson teaches s tudents  of his tory,  
Peter Spufford uses  mater ial in the Grierson Room which he shews to his  
s tudents , as  do others . The exhibit ions t ie in with universit y t eaching. The 
Bible Lands exhibit ion was opened special ly for a  



21 

 

 conference of the Brit ish Society of J ewish Studies .  

EDS: Do you see much mater ial that  has  turned up local ly?  

PROF BUTTREY: Interest ing Celt ic finds,  especia lly Iceni ;  a fair  
amount  of Roman: Republic to  the 4th century AD, and some medieval and 

modern. We get  about  one query per week on average. There are a couple 

of metal det ectors  who always bring their f inds in though there are many 

we don't  see. We l iais e with Ali son Taylor, t he County Archaeologis t ,  on 
the recording of f inds. A year  or so ago one of the det ectors  brought  in a  

hoard of  3rd century AD Roman,  5 ,000 pieces, which Geoff  Thoday is  now 

cleaning.  

EDS: Are you planning to bring out  any publ icat ions soon?  
PROF. BUTTREY: Our main concern is  Medieva l European Coinage: 

volume 1 came out  in 1986 and the next  to appear will be volume 7 deal ing 

with the Low Countries . Work is  in hand on the last  fascicules  of SNG IV: 

Leake and General Collect ions (Dr. Pr ice, Mr. Cribb, Dr. A.  Campo, and 
Mr. Volk) . Kevin Butcher is  working on a volume of the Corpus 

Nummorum Palaest inensium, on Neapolis  and Samar ia -Sebaste, and 

finishing his  dissertat ion on coinage in Roman north Syr ia. I'm current ly 

engaged in edit ing Classical Gems in the Fitzwill iam Museum - the ancient  
gems are housed part ly in this  department  -  to be publ ished by CUP next  

year .  

EDS: Thank you. We're very grat eful to you for giving up a morning to 

talk to us .  

FRIESACHER IN FLORENCE? by Marcus Phi l l ips   

On his  mission to Rome in 1204 Bishop Wolfger of Passau passed through 

Florence on both the outward and return journeys. On the f irs t  occasion his  

personal  expenditure account  records the fol lowing: (1)  

Im pascha aput  Florent iam cuidam Ebberardinorum episcopo et  cuidam 
alij  mimo dim. tal .  veron. Domino episcopo .x ij.  den. frisac. ( IV -28/9) 

(On Easter Sunday at  Florence (paid) l0s  in pennies  of Verona to a 

certain Bishop of the Eberhardini and another mime. To the Lord bishop 

(paid) is  in pennies  of  Fr iesac.)  

Friesach was a mint  at tached to a s ilver mine of the same name owned by 

and coining in  the names of  the Archbishops of Salzburg. (f ig 1) The coins 

were of almost  pure s ilver and had a very charact eris t ic appearance. 

Verona  pennies  were small cu  
shaped bi llon coins issued in  the name of the Emperor . (f ig  2) At  this  s tage 

they were worth about  one thirt eenth of the pennies  of Fr iesach in terms of  

s ilver content . In 1204 Florence was not  yet  issuing coins of its  own and 

general ly used the pennies  of  Pi sa.  Wolfger 's  other accounts  shew that  he 
bought  coins  of P isa in F lorence and used them for most  of his  other  

t ransact ions in and around Florence. Why did he use "foreign" money to 

pay the mimes? Who were the Eberhardini?  
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This last question has baffled previous editors of Wolfger's accounts . The 

most  recent  of t hese comments , "the wording "quidam episcopus" must refer 

to a Bishop closely connected in some way to Eberhard II, Archbishop of Salzburg 
since 20 April 1200, perhaps to one of the auxiliary bishops for whom Eberhard received 

a license from his royal lord Frederick II in 1212. That the payer of the gift  

did not refer to him by name but o n l y  a s  q u i d a m  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  

a c k n o w l e d g e s  h i m  a s  a  "mime"...means that either the bishop had some acting 
talent or the designation refers to his appearance or personality." (2) 

The following broadside from a church council held at Mainz in 1261 leaves no 

doubt as to who the Eberhadini were: 

Clerici et vagabundi quos vulgus Eberhardinos vocat quorum vita Deo 

odibilis et iam laicos scandalizat .. .a clericis vel personis ecclesiasticis recipi 

prohibemus...(3) 

(We prohibit the reception by priests and ecclesiastical p er s ons  o f  c l e r i cs  

a nd  va ga b onds  commo nl y kno wn  a s  t he  Eberhardini whose life is odious 

to God and also scandalises the laity.) 
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The "Bishop" was not  a real Bishop at  all but a self -styled primate of the 

ordo vagorum the "order" of the wandering scholars  (also known as  
'goliards") who do indeed seem to have taken their nickname from 

Archbishop Eberhard of Salzburg. Or, not  to put  too fine a point  on it ,  he 

was a renegade clerk turned it inerant  busker. The term "Lord Bi shop" is 

ironic: Wolfger had a sense of humour! Otherwise he would not  have been 
patronis ing a group of entertainers  whose speciality, by all accounts , was 

sat iris ing and parodying the ecclesiast ical hierarchy of the day. (4) Is  it 

possible that  the gift  of Friesacher was also a humorous afterthought: the 

"Bishop" was given some coins with his  name on them! It  would have been 
part icularly appropriate because unt il 1200 the coins  of Friesach had been 

anonymous. (fig 3) (5) 

There is , however, another explanat ion. The German medievalis t,  Nau, has 

suggested that  Wolfger's  accounts  shew that  Friesacher were acceptable at  
least  along the major trade and pilgrimage routes  to Rome as  a high value 

supplement  to the local currencies . (6) I do not  think, however, that  the 

accounts  really bear this  out. Friesacher certainly circulated in north east  

Italy but  to judge from Wolfger 's  accounts  their southern boundary was the 

River Po. South of this  and west of the Apennines there are only three 

references to them apart  from the one already mentioned:  

1. Another reference from Florence but the text  is too defec t ive to make 

sense. (V-101) 
2. A payment  of 5s  to one Symon of Saxen at Radicofani (IV -38) 

3. Recorded at Bologna: I repaid a certain scholar £3.10s Bologna in 

return for the 10s Friesach which the said person had loaned to Master 

Marquard.(IV-79/80), 
I gave back £3.10s Bologna to a certain scholar for the 10s Friesach which 

Master Marquard had spent in Rome. (VI-104/5) 

The travelling account  is more specific for once and tells  us  that  Marquard 

had spent the Friesacher in Rome on Wolfger 's  behalf. It  might  have been 
on bribes  or presents  or he could conceivably have brought  them with him 

and changed them for local currency. Symon had just  come from Austria 

and is  more likely to have needed the Friesacher there than in Italy. 

Certainly they were useful for certain kinds of payment  in the way that 
Byzant ine gold coins were used in Venice (would it  too far -fetched to see a 

contemporary parallel in the use of U.S. dollars  in Eastern Europe?) but  it 

is  going too far to say they really circulated. This  makes their payment  to a 

couple of travelling entertainers  all the more extraordinary.  

It  also has to be borne in mind that  Wolfger 's  accounts  are not  always a 

reliable guide to the circulat ing medium in the places mentioned. There are 

numerous payments  of travelling expenses to envoys and messengers  who 

were given money that  would be useful to them on their t ravels . Thus the 
"Bishop" might have 
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indicated that  he and his  colleagues were thinking of t rying their luck in 

Verona  and been paid accordingly.  

The use of  Verona  pennies  rais es  a number  of complex issues which can 

only be touched on here. Wolfger 's  Chamberlain, Brother Henry, purchased 

them in Bologna but  appears  to have made l i t t le use of  them unt il  reaching 

Verona on the return journey. Unti l then there does not  appear to have been 
any pat tern in their use, i.e. they were not  reserved for payments  to  

wanderers  of any part icular sort .  From Verona onwards they were used  

exclusively as  the party crossed the Alps via Trent  and the Brenner Pass . 

The last  reference to them is  at  Partenkirchen and it  used to be thought  that  
this  marked the northern l imit  of their circulat ion unt i l excavat ions at  

churches at  Esslingen shewed that  they formed one third of the s t ray losses  

recovered from the 12 and 13th centur ies . (6) In this  respect  it  is  interest ing 

that  the Bishop dis t ributed provis ini  (coins  of the Roman senate which 
otherwise only circulated in R ome) and mezani (coins  of Milan, or possibly 

another Lombardic mint , of ha lf the value of a Milanese Imperia le) as  alms  

in Withingowe ( IV-133) even further north and well into the area of the  

pennies  of Augsburg. He may well have just  been get t ing rid of t he last  of  

his  Ital ian money but  presumably the recipients  had some use for them. It  

seems quit e plausible to suppose that  low value Italian bil lon coins  

circulat ed in southern Germany (an area  of  high va lue s ilver coins) just  as  

later on Venet ian soldini did in England without  leaving any t race in hoards  
or money of account . This , however, does not  real ly account  for their use in  

Florence. The loca l currency was of low value already.  

By 1275 the Eberhardini had a  dis t inct ly down market  image. Were their  

predecessors  of 1204 art is ts  or beggars? Wolfger 's  accounts  make it  clear  
that  he patronised both but  the bet ter qua lit y ent ertainers  (some of whom 

were mentioned by name) got  more. At  Bologna a jongleur ca lled Flordamor  

received £1 Bologna  ( IV-26) whereas a t  Ferrara "a certain old jongleur in  a  

red tunic" only received 5s  mezanorum. "Certain other s ingers  (of both 
sexes) received the same. ( IV-20/2) At  Siena a mime ca lled Gilioto received 

5s  of Siena while "certain other mimes" only received 2s  Siena between  

them. ( IV-68/9) Among the more disreputable ent ertainers  was a certain 

"lodderphaffus" (IV-76) (another , and somewhat  derogatory, t erm for a  
former  cler ic turned t ravel l ing player) who received 5s  Bologna .  

These figures  are,  of  course,  in different  curren cies  but  we can easily  

convert  them into a  s ingle s tandard because we know what  was paid for  each 

of them. If  we assume that  Wolfger ex changed bars  of s ilver to the va lue of  

the old mark of  Cologne of 216 grams of s i lver then the sums can a ll be 

reduced to their  equivalent  weight  of s ilver:£1  

 Bologna = 36gm,  5s  mezanus = 13.2gm, 5s  Siena  = 10.2gm, 2s  Siena  = 

4.08gm. 10s Verona = 10.2gm,  1s  Friesac= 13.56gm.  
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This  is  only a  very rough guide because the Sienese rates  fluctuated so the 

exact  equiva lent  is  uncertain and, more to the point , the figures  may ref lect  
the Bishop's  mood rather  than the art is ts  performance. It  s eems, however, 

that  Flordamor was super ior by far to the others  while the mimes at  Siena  

were not  very good! Average entertainers  seem to have received an average 

payout  of around 5s mezanus or Siena or 10s Verona which is  what  the 

mimes in Florence received.  

1 .  Members  who hear d my t a lk a t  t he BANS Congr es s  wi l l  be fa mil ia r  
with Wolf ger ' s  account s .  They sur vive in  t he for m of  s epara t e p i eces  of  

parchment  cons is t ing of  t he fo l lowing t yp es  of  a ccount :  

1 .  Account  of  expend itur e a nd income kep t  on the journey.  
2 .  Subsequent  compi la t ions  of  t he above  int o:  

a. The B ishop 's  persona l  expend itur e,  mos t ly on luxur i es  of  one 

sor t  or  another ,  

b. Communal  spend ing mos t ly on subs is t ence.  
3 .  An ex cha nge a ccount  r ecord ing the ex cha nge of  marks  into loca l  

cur r encies .  

The a ccount s  wer e f i r s t  pub l ished  in  1877 but  t her e  is  a n up  to  da t e  

ed i t ion:  Her der , H. ,  Das  Lebenszeugn is  Wa lthers  von der  Vogelweide,  
Vienna ,  1975 .  All  t he edi t i ons  use the fo l lowing numb er ing for  t he 

account s .  

IV  = B ishop 's  spending  ex tant  1  Apr i l -  17  J uly  

V = C ommunal  spending  1  Apr i l -  28  Apr i l  
VII=  "  "  "  3  June -  13  July  

VI  = Trave l l ing a ccount  "  21  May -  11  June  

VII I  = Exchange a ccount  "  11  Apr i l -  30  July  

Tex t  ref er ences  a r e t o  t hes e and the l i ne numbers  in  Herder .  

2 .  Herder ,  pp .131 -2 ,  but  even i t s  author  mus t  have found this  

unconv inc ing ! Unfor tuna te ly she mis sed the r ef er ence in  t he f ol lowing  

note .  

3 .  Mans i , J .P . ,  Sa cr orum C onci l ior um Vol .23 ,  (Venice ,1769) ,  co1 .1086 . 
I  c la im no cr edi t  for  dis cover ing  this  r ef e rence .  It  had a lr eady been 

spot t ed by Frantz en ,  J . ,  "Zur  Vagant en dichtung",  Neoph ilogus ,5  (1920) , 

pp .62 -3 .  On the Ordo Va gor um in genera l  t he mos t  acces s ib l e (and 

l i ve l i es t )  t rea tment  is  s t i l l  Helen Waddel l ,  The Wa nder ing Scho lars  
(London,  1927  numerous  rep r int s ) .  

4 .  "The Gospe l  accord ing to  t he Marks  of  S i lver" ,  a n ex t ract  of  wh ich  

was  rea d out  in  t he BANS lectur e ,  is  an example of  how ef f ect ive the  

sa t i re of  t he  d isa f fect ed c l er i cs  could b e.  

5 .  Some caut ion is  neces sar y beca use the t er m "den f r is a c"  was  app l ie d  

to  coins  of  s imila r  t yp e s t ruck b y other  r ul er s  in  t he a r ea .  
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6. Nau, E., "Munzen der Stauferzeit", Die Zeit  der Staufer, Stuttgart ,  1977, 
I,  p . 187. 

7. Nau,E., "Neue Ausgrabungsfunde in Wurttemberg", Dona Numismatica 

Walter Havernick, Hamburg, 1975, p . 268. 

8. Some commentators  including Frantzen (loc. cit .)  have said that 
Flordamor was given the money to buy saffron and pepper which would have 

made him a high-liver indeed! It  is  clear from Herder 's  text , however, that 

the spices  were bought  by the Bishop.  

9. There is  no space to discuss  whether this  figure i s  correct  and it  does not 
allow for conversion charges but  this  does not  matter s ince only relat ive 

values are required.  

CHRISTOPHER BRUNEL, 1920 -1989: AN OBITUARY by Gavin Scott .   

Christopher Brunel died on 27th April after a short  illness . Descended from  

those great Victorians, Sir Marc Isambard Brunel, and his  son Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, and with a father, Adrian, a film director and playwright 

with an interest  in tokens and in Thomas Paine and his  contemporaries , one 

would expect  Christopher to have cr eat ive and wide interests . This  proved to 

be the case. Christopher also worked in the film industry as  an editor, and on 
special effects  and t it les. Besides being act ive in the Brit ish Numismatic 

Society and the London Numismatic Club, he was involved in t he Trade 

Union Labour Co-operat ive Democrat ic History Society (vice chairman), the 

Society for the Study of Labour History, the Greater London Industrial 
Archaeological Society, the Royal Photographic Society,  and the Thomas 

Paine Society, of which he beca me chairman when it  was founded in 1963. 

Other interests  included ephemera and Karl Marx.  

At  a t ime in the run-up to decimalisat ion when the major mass numismatic 
preoccupat ion was change checking, he opened up more att ract ive, enduring 

and rewarding vistas  for many collectors  in his  well -illustrated, carefully 

researched art icles  on tokens in Coins and Medals  and Coins, part icularly 

from the late 1960's  to the mid 1970's .  

Not  surpris ingly, he opened up several aspects  of 18th and early 19th 

century tokens, eg. Newgate Prison (April 1970), Edmund Burke (May 

1970), the Franklin Press  (June 1970), Thomas Spence (January 1972), Regal 

Evasions (December 1972) and the Leeds Paupers ' shilling (October 1970).  

Another approach was a series  of geographical studies  sp anning the whole 

range of paranumismatica from tokens to t ickets , passes  and commemorat ive 

medals , eg. Wales  (August  1969), Cumberland Mining (May 1971), 

Coalbrookdale (August  1971), Birmingham Unitarian Chapels  (October 

1971), Bristol (March 
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1972) ,  Br ighton (June 1972) ,  Her t for dshir e  ( July 1972)  and Nor wich  

(June  1974) .  No doub t  fue l l ed b y these  and the exp los ion  of  i nt er es t  
in  loca l  h is tor y,  many numis mat is t s  now co l l ect  " ever yth ing" f r om 

their  own loca l i t i es  -  t own ,  ci t y  or  count y.  

O thers  col l ect  t hemat i ca l ly  and ,  her e aga in,  Chr is topher ' s  a r t i c l es  

mus t  have s erved as  an insp ira t ion to  ma ny,  eg .  Br idges  (October  and  
Novemb er  1968) ,  Show Bus ines s  and Ent er t a inment  ( J anuar y 1969 ,  

J anuar y 1970 ,  Feb ruary 1971 ,  Feb ruary 1973) ,  Capta in Cook  

(Novemb er  1969) ,  T ranspor t  (Apr i l  1970 ,  May 1975) , S .S .  "Grea t  

Br i t a in"  -  t he  s t ea m sh ip  des igned b y Isambard Kingdom Br unel  
(Novemb er  1970) ,  Humour  ( Januar y 1971) ,  T rade Unions  ( June 1971) ,  

Lot t er y Tokens  (Sep temb er  1971) ,  Joseph Clarke (Novemb er  1971) ,  

U.S .  Sa l es  Tax  Tokens  ( Januar y 1974)  and Fra med C oins  (March  

1974) .  

The token co l l ector  needs  good books  as  wel l  as  a r t icl es ,  a nd  

Chr is topher  wrot e an admirab le surv ey of  books  on Br i t ish tokens  

(March  1973) .  

If  t his  s er i es  of  some 30  a r t icl es  formed phase one of  Chr is topher  
Brunel ' s  cont r ibut ion to  numismat i cs ,  phase t wo was  the foundat ion,  

with J ean  Whit e,  of  t he  Token C orr esponding S ociet y in  1971 .  

Fol lowing a  cha n ce meet ing in t he sp r ing,  a  l ea f l et  was  c ir cu la t ed in  

July and the f i r s t  bul l et in  appear ed in  October .  Is sues  cont inued unt i l  
vo lume 3 ,  no.  2  in  Decemb er  1978 .  A t i r el es s  cor r espondent  h imse lf ,  

Chr is topher  s et  a  h igh s t andar d for  t h is  i nt e ract ive  pub l i ca t i on,  wh ich  

p rovided a  t remendous  s t imu lus  t o  t he s tudy of  t okens .  The Not es  and  

Quer i es  s ect ion was  par t icu la r ly va luab le.  Happ ily our  memb er  Tony  
Gilber t  rela unched the Bul l et in  i n  t he winter  of  1984 ,  and i t  s t i l l  

f lour ishes .  The momentum s t a r t ed by t he To ken C orr es pond ing  

Societ y r esu l t ed in a  vis i t  t o ,  and meet ing  a t ,  Bir mingha m M useum in  

Januar y 1973 and,  eventua l ly ,  i n  t he high ly succes s ful  Token  
Congres ses  held ea ch year  s ince  1982 ,  in  wh ich C hr is topher  t ook  an  

act ive  par t .  

Chr is topher  Brunel  was  a  r egular  s t a l l  ho lder  under  t he  Ar ches  a t  

Char ing Cross  and la t er  a t  London Br idge market  on Sa tur da ys ,  and a  
cha t  with him ther e was  a lwa ys  en joyab le.  La t t er ly he was  joined in  

t his  ventur e b y h is  wif e ,  Margar et ,  who di ed  in  June 1989 .  

He a lwa ys  gave grea t  encouragement  t o  t he s er ious  s tudent  and  

co l l ector ,  b y generous ly p roviding inf ormat ion f r om h is  ver y  

ex t ens ive l ib ra r y ( now be ing ca t a logued b y Nick Wet ton) ,  b y l end ing  

tokens  and other  mat er ia l  for  s tudy,  a dv i s ing on  wher e to  buy or  

resear ch,  or  put t ing p eop le in t ouch wit h ea ch other .  We sha l l  a l l  mis s  

him,  but  his  wr i t t en wor k r emains  t o  encour age others ,  and  h is  vas t  
co l l ect ion  is  now b eing  r ecyc led  to  del ight  a  new genera t ion of  

co l l ectors .  


