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Edilorial Mie:

The Mewsletder is adited, (ypesel and produced by
Rosemary Taylor with the assistance of an editoriai
leam comprising Philip Memick, Dereen Kendall,

David Behr, and Doreess Osbome.

letters and acticles on East End history and
remmimiseences are always welcome and we make
every ¢ffort to publish suitable material, Whilst
land=written amicles are keceptable, Hems of
interest thal are typewntlen or even beter still, on
dizk will getl pricrity!!

Enguiries to Dorsan Kendall, 20 Puleaux Howse,
Cranbrook Bstate, Betheal Green, London E2 0RF,
Tel: 0208 %81 TR, or Philip Memick, cmail:
philEl marnicks.com

All queries regarding membership should be
addressed to Harold Mernick, 42 CampbeH Road,
Bow, Logdan B 40T

Check out the History Society’s website at
ww easllondonbisiory. org uk.

The present committes ane: Fhilip hemick.
Chairman, Dorcen Kendall, Secretacy, $erold
Memick, Memnhership, David Bebr, Programme,
Ann Sansom, Doreen Osbome, Bob Duan, 2nd
Rosemary Tavler,

Subscriptions are due! 1 yon haven't
received a form you don't need to pay!
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Cover Pictire:

Poplar Baths was built sad opened in 1852
fullowiag the Bailis & Wasl) Howses Acts in 1840-
47 and coat £10,3%5. In the E5890s5 a large
swimming poal with provision for spectators was
iitroduced in wihat used 1o b2 dhe laundry grea.
I'here were Muriher enlargemants Lh e L8905, and
the washhouse secticn was inoved to Saphia Sireat
in 1531,

in Janueary 1934 the fabric of the new building was
completed and the whole much admired. The
larper pool, known es East India Hall, was Neored
over in the winter and wsed as a theaire {capacity
1,41, dance hall, exhibition room and sports hall.

Wartime bomb damage forced the closure of the
hall until 1947 when following reaquired works,
programmes resumed, However, poor repatrs, lack
of investment asd (he changing natare of leiswre
and swimming pool design mesnt that when
struztural repairs were regquired an the roof in
1985, it was decided 1o close the baths.

In 1943 the LI2I2C ook over the building as a
Constructlon Tralning Cenre — they filled in the
pocls with concrele and partitioned the interior
but, on & positive note, had some rather nice
imurals painted in the entrance area.

The baths remain empty, in the state you can sce
on the cover picture. They are Grade 2 Listed but
occupy an impurtant sile on the south side of East
India Bock Road (A 13). The Council says “it is
seeking & high qualicy, bigh density develapment,
incorporating a balance of uses which will
aptimize the excellent accessibility of the sitg”.
That sounds ominous.

Cn July 22" and 23" public consultations wers
Ivald at The Salvation Anuy Hall in Kerbey Street,
Poplar. The two proposed options were cither to
replace the ald main pool with a pew chlarine-roe
porl and convert the eastern part of the complex 10
||uuzx;ut.:_ Ao sinall woik wiits o to damalish tke
whale structure snd s1arl again. The views of the
puklic visible when [ visited (om both davs) were
steongly in favour of reinstating the swimming
facilitics, they seemed rather cool we the idea of yer
imore housing and busingss units,

Fhilip Mernick
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EAST LONDON HHT{}RY
SOCIETY PROGRAMME
2005-2006
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Saturday 24 September 2005

Couch Trip to Maldon Essex — see back
cover fur details and booking slip.

Thursday 2g'h September 2005

A Riverside Journey from Greenwich to
Tilbury in oh] Picture Posdcards

Speakers: Steve Kentfield & Ray Newton

Thursday 27™ October 2005

A Mistory of the Blackwall Shipyard and a
voyage lu India vn a Blackwall Frigate

Speaker: Clive Chambers
Preceded by A.G.M. at 7.00

Thursday 107 Novemnber 2008

Shadows of The Workhousze: Recollections
al Warkbkeuse Life

Speaker: Jennifer Worlh

Thursday 8" December 2005

The History of Faiths in Tower Hamlets
speaker: Signid Wemer

Thursdav 26" January 2005

The Poplar Covacil Dispute 1921

Speaker: Chris Samnner
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Thursday 23 1 Feh ruary 2006

The Mercers Company, its Treasures, its
Kast ¥nd Links and its East End &rchivist

Speaker: Gary Haines
Thursday 23™ March 2006

Kicking and Screaming: Early Feotball in
East London

Speaker: Colm Kerrigan

April 27" 2006
A Tour of the ELHS Web Site
Speaker: Hasold Mernick

Thursday 18™ May 2006

Open Evening — Subject is: Food and Drink

The lectures are held on Thursday evenings af
7.30 pm in the Lattmer Congregational Church
Hall, Crnest Street, E1. Brnest Sereet is
between Harford Strcct and Whilehorse Lansg,
off Mile End Road (Oppositc Queen Mary and
Westlield College). The nearest Underground
Stations are Mile End and Stepney Green

Bus No. 25,

The Proprajme

Suggestions and ideas for future topics and/or
spaakers for ow Lectws Paggranune aie
alwaya welcomed, I you can suggest spmeons
or indeed if you would like to give a talk
yourself, please do come aloag to the Open
Evening in May, and meet David Behr, our
Programme co-crdinator.

Altecnatively, smail awr Chairman Philip
Memick at phil@@mernicks com with your
comments and suggestions.
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By Gewige Dalier, 52 Upland Dyive, Flymauth
PLG GBI} wrpte:

Last year | wrote o ELLHS addressing it to Doreen
K.endall. | asked a numher of questions about the
East End during the late 19" and early 20°
centurics, &3 | tried 10 flesh out my knowladgs of
my family tree. Doreen kindly replicd with
information and pholos.

1 was surprised to see the letter published in the
2004 Winter ediion of the newsletter. That has so
far generated Lwo very intergsting letters from
fellow ELHS members:

A gentleman living in North London was able 1a
give me a great deal of information about Edward

Francis Coke, the Vicar of 8t James the Great (The

Red Churcli) at the Gme my preat grandparents
wers masricd, He also provided much jinformaetion
gboul Cropley Street, including & very nice photn,
as 3t has recently been up for sale.

He added 10 my carman knowledge, as id a Jady
from Epping. Her grandfather had been a carman,
and was able to provide much first hznd
knoowledge.

Thank you azain to all the above, and 1o ELHS. ]
keep all my copies, it is surprising thal whal seems
trivial at first suddenly becomes relevant when
added 1o knowledge from another source.

Letter Trom the Headteacher of Stepney Gareen
School to Derek Morris, who was enguiring
about the ceramic mural on the sachool wall:

Thank you for voue letter of 26th Moy, [ om very
pleased you are interested in the ceranmic mural,
The mural was put in place in April 2002, The
artist whoe was responsible for the design is Jean
Pawell of Cralg Bragdy Design Lid. in
Denbighshire in Marth Wales. The central feature
af the river is made up of 900 individeal tiles ancd
each stedent of the school, plas staff and seme
zovernors, made these, [V ook twa weeks bor thess
Q00 tides 10 be made in schon! and then the whole
mural was completed in the Factory up in
Drenbighshire. Two of cur students went up to
Narth Wales 1o do their wark experience al the
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factory. The design above the river shows the local
houses and well known butldings of Londen, &nd
the tiles underneath are representational of Bengali
an,

The project was funded by the New Deal for
Communities and cost £70,000. The mural is 30
plus metres wide, The tiles arc mounted on
galvanised zine pancls and therefore cin be
unbalted if necessary. The purpose behind it wis
1 T im an mply expanse of wall that was
constantly being graftitied and | took advice from
the local architect’s department who said thal a
ceramic finish was the best way of dealing with
praffiti and even bener If there would be
community involvemenl. [1 was fell o be a risky
place 1o put a picce of public art, but af the time of
writing il has never been damaged and is as
sparkling and fresh as the day il was unveiled by
Stephen Timms, MP, then Mimster fur Schoals.

T Poweell s o Jong listony of cecamic tile
making, bBoth in this cowndry and zbread. 1 first
became aware of her work in the 705 and | was
delighted that she undertook the commission and
came up with such a stunning design, [ have
passed a capy of vour letter on to her.

Lnferiunstely we do net have o lepflal obout the
mural but we may well produce one in the hight of
vour letter. Thank you again for your interest and |
hope you will find the sbove information useful,

Youes sincerely,

Sean McGrath, Headteacher

Via emaH from Trevor Hollingsbee:

| was inigresied o see relerence o the Sannala
shipyards in the Bishop Grimes article in the latesl
FLHS nowsiener.

The world's oldest operational warship- by a very
wide margin - was completed by Samuda in Poplar
in 1865,

The Egvptian Mavy training ship and Royal Yacht
EL HORRIY A {originai name MAHROLISA) is
reportedly still fully operational. [ can,
incidensally, remember her sailing to the States in
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1976 for the USA bicenlenary revicw, Jane's
Fighting Ships, avatlable in most reference
librarics, his & photo and details.

Thi following is correspondence between
Angela O'Donnell and Philip Mermick via
emsall:

Anpels (' Donnel] wrote;

T would be most gratetul for a copy of one of your
past issue's of vour Newsletters, It is [ssue 13
(1897 My muther is now B7 years old and 13am
compiling her memonies - she lived in Upper Morth
Strect, Foplar and attended Howarth Mouse
Coovent. | noticed that lssue 13 had anticles on
Upper North Steced and Howarth Hoonse and 1
would be most interested to read them, My mather
acluatly keew the lady that wrate about Howarth
Himsr: amd 1 think they were al school thpether.
winld appreciate o reply from vou and am willing
to pay for a copy of the Issue.

Thank vou io advance,

Philip Mernick wrole:

I assume you mean the Howrah House item in
Issue 12, 1 can't supply hack copies of Mewsletters
because we only print cnougeh for the memberslup
but 1 attach the acictes in FDF format. Please let
me koow if you can read them. If net | can print
thea owd tor you.

Angela replied:

Thank you 50 very much for sending me the
articles I requested, My mother will be over the
mixin, sipecially the one about Howrah House,
M5 Youles and her sister lived mound the comee
bere in our Parish for years. | am ned quile sure if
she 18 sHTE afive, My mnother mcl up with her vears
age at owr Churcl and | rememiber her felling me
she wenl to e same schoeol, | was lucky enough
tey fimd some pictunes of Howrah Hovse on the East
London Ficture Fostewrd eite and printed thom oft
for my mather who was overcome to see e
inside of her old school again. She lived in Poplar
aanil my grandmather owaed a sweet shop in Upper
Morih Sireel aad i wias bere she meel my Jale Galla
who was 2 Policeman al Limehouse for 33 years.
Thank you very much for your help T am really
dclighted.

FPhilip Mernick wrote:

I in grlad youw were bappy wilth the items | scot
you. [ am afraid Tdon't koow i Miss Youles is still
alive, all | can say is that she 15 oot a curreat
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member. [ alse bave 4 large collection of
posicards of the Tower Hamlets area and if there 5
anything you are specificalty leoking for [ could
Srmd yon A sCan

Angela replied:

Thaek you for replying so quickly. [ have just pul
wgether sn afbum of pictercs wnd photogrphs of
the East Eml during 1he lime my wmum and dad
lived there and was lucky enoueh o find one of
The Eastern {whese Dad did his poit duly) -
Howrah House - Perttcoat 1ane - Commerscial
Ruad. | was waable to find any of Ulpper North
Streed and I doubt very much if oy of the
pasteands you have are of that area but if so |
would be very pleased 1o see them. 1also lived in
the Palice Flats tn Arhour Square. In fact anything
you may have an Poplar, Limehouse or Siepaey.
Fleass don't put voursel out s you have been very
kind so far,

Philip responded:

Sovmy shont delayed reply There are very tew
posicards apart from the main roads. All T bave
from Upper Marth Street is the Church of 5.5,
Mary & Joscph, | do bave a card of the Pohce
Court in Arbaur Square.,

(Ed. Newe: The ubove rang o bell, and [ checked
througdh my files. The picture below was fornd af
the Clersne Mlowse in Pekin Sireey, and [ am
indebted to Faher Bill for allowing me to make u
copy of i, However, [ de not appear to have used
it i ary of my pubfications!}

The fnanouration of e Wayside Crozs, @il the correr af
Feates 5S¢ and Upper Nordh 58 Cetaber FHIE,



Yig email from Jill Macdonzld;

1 have an elderly awnt, aped 82, who now lives in
Bocontres, Erzax, She was brought up in
Whitethorn Sereet, Poplar, Bow - along with my
mother and atbier siblings - and iothis street there
wils & coanmunily Ball on a corner commimily
called *The Bus Howse". | ooderataad eal 1nz
Hall was numed after Frances Mary Bus who was »
philanthropist whoe melped Exst Londen familiss,
She was apparently & lady of fine uphrinping and
thaugh my sunt and mother never mel ber they had
learmnt how she had wsed her contacts with her
upper class lady friends and cbtained mech help
frean thetn for the ooor of East Lendan,

For exampie, my mother well rememberad
recerving packs of old Christmas Cardz from a
place called * The Ferthing Bundles®™ and how
pretty they were and they cut them oul and made
scraps of them. These Chnstmas Ciards wers used
and were obviously sent between the more
privileped group of friends of Francis May Bus -
my mother and her family never sent or reeeived
Christmas Cards 50 they wers quite 2 novelty.
They were cften Included in ‘Farthing Bundles'
which also contained used clodhes ete for the poor
of Eost London. [n faet 1 vemembar my matermod -
grandimaother brought ever some American j2ans
when | was a small child - the Orsl jeans we'd seen
and whkch were worm wilen.

| weondered if you had any history o Francis
Mary Bus and the pood works she did for the Easg
End peaple. My awnt and fether would tove Lo
repd about il

For your informatien, my Mother was brought up
itn Whitethorn Steeet, Poplar, East London and my
father was broughl up in S0 Anne's Steel,
Limehouse, My father is still alive and well at 92
wears and we recently miade a visit to my awnd in
Essex, weaving cur way through the City of
l.ondon, Commercial road, Becton road ele., he
said he would love 10 visit Limehouse apain in the
daytime 2nd this is something we intend 1o do.

| glso bave another query thal vou may be eble w
help me with, Oppasite 51, Anne Street,
Limelicuse where tmy father was bom and lived his
carly wears, is 5t Anne's Church, Limehouae - in
facd my patemal aunts were married here and my
elder brotker was chiistened here - though ke died
of prneemonia at 18 monhs. | remenmibar

my palernal grandmother and grandiather 1alk of
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an amaxing =lory concerming this mapnificent
church. Obvinusly the East End - Limehouse aml
the surrounding areas - have for many, many years
been 3 deprived srea of London, Sut this church
SCEMS incongruous with its sumoundings. 1 was
teld by my grandparents (and repealed by my
father and auntz and uncles) that in fact this church
was meand 1o B2 built in 1he city. The mvwstery
conbnues thal the architect designed two chuarches,
the one in Limehouss and Shaeediteh Chereh
which 15 apparentty much smaller.

The designs pot mixed op and by misiske

St Anne's, Limehouse wis built o the site imstead
of the muech smaller Shoreditch Church. 1 huve
tried to trace the inlemct te discover if there is any
truth in this family story but have been unlucky,
The only glint that this story is slighely distomed is
thar the b1l wwer in 5t Annes, Limehouze = was
ariginally designed for ancther large church in the
City but they ran oot of funds and was not built,
Later the archetect uzad the plans for the bellower
Al &1 Annes, Limelumzs,

| wonder if you could help me with any of these
guerics, The answers would greetly plesse my
ounis rnd unclas. | am debarking  since my
retirement - on tracing my family history, end
rhese are quesiions that have heen raised by my
family whilst Irving to discover s much family
heisiory as [ an, Tam so pleasal [have Toend yow
site and wilf definitely be showing my father i,

Prlilip Mernick replied:

I'hamk you ler your Yery imieresiing enquey. |
have to admat tiat [ bad oever heand of Frafces
Mary Buss (comect spelling) but a quick search of
the Enternet found oul guite 4 bit aboul her. She
was obviousiy one of the pioncees in gicls'
cducation, These two wehb sites will give you some
information about her.

Ly e g, org, whdhistery findes siuml and

i :athens. english. v edee—pnoongy (3044 biosa-
e'buess Jitro|

She doesn'l seem o have had much divect
connection with the East End But there is a
mention in the Tanetine section of the Morih
London Collegiate Collepe web site

"1926 Cow shed in Bramley is purchased to
commemarate 100 veers sinee Frences Maory Buas”
hirtks and is convered for social services / club
premises for local people — Frances Mury Buss
House™ [ will cheek this out further and sce what |
can find cur, The "Farthing Bundies Plage™ you

i




refer o will have been Tha Fern Street Settlement
rua By Cloen Grant Ancther prominent
educationalizt ste came from a quist cauntry
buckground to slart as g leascher in Yicloran
Bromley and staved for the rest of her life. She saw
g0 much poverty inthe 2rea 1hai she sec up the
seftlernent. A nodable feature was the gifls of
"Farthing Bundles" to local children. The gifts
were onily made o voungsters small enough 1o pass
under o wacdan barrier, The sedlement iz still in
cperation althouei a farthing woeuldn't buy much
nawadayx]

Although | agree that $1 Anne's is a very fine
chuech, T am sure it was mernt to be like that. [t
was one of the 50 new churches authorised at the
haginning ot the cightcenth century and was
designed by Micholas Hawksmaor whe also
designed Christ Church Spitaltields, St George’s in
the East Wapping and 81 Alphege Greenwich, A
lot of maney was spent on the schama hence the
tmpressive huilding. [E cost more than £32,000 an
enacmaus sum el the teroe (L7300, Unforanately ic
was badly damaged by fice in 1850, It 15 very
likely {hiai Liroelouse was pane prospaoos in

1730 sinan in 1930

Jill*s reply:

‘I'hank you S0 very much for your information. |
have aleeady ralaved the information to my father
wher was 50 pleased 1o haar it and [ will be sending
thiz to those sunis whe are interested, [ 2m going
to join the East Londun Histery Secisty and would
like ta pffer vou the opportunity of gaining any
infarmation that any of my family may be able to
help with,

My father remembered a5 a young child in St.
Anne's Slrest listening to the banging of dustbins
and other metal objects to welcome in the Chinese
Mew Year as he lived very close o Chinatown, He
has a fairly pood memory - once promped - 5o if
we ¢an help with any other queries we would be
delighited 1o da so.

1 remember also speaking with my paternal

pracd Gather who died aged 94 - | asked nim iF be'd
seen Jueen Vicorla - Oh Yes, he szld, she came
down to the East End in a landau - she was a very
little woman. 1 couldn't believe thai he had seen
five generations of soveraigns!

We also have 8 ¢laim to fame concesning e
betterment of the conditions of the East End - my
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matemal grandmother's cowsin was celled Julia
Epur ond she did great works oz she was on the
Labour Couneil in the early 1904's and went to
prizca for using cowncil funds 10 help the poar,
W have documentation and pictuees of this which
wuy obigined by my father from dhe Eabour Pacly
Iluseum.

Philip respoanded:

[ am happy vou tound (he informaton of tkelp. We
would love to publish any reminiscences you can
provide in our newslefler. When you mentioned
Julia Spur did you mean Julis Scurr {nee

¥ Sullivan) she was a promincnt Suffrageiie and
one ol the Poplar councillors who went to prison in
LG22 pwer rate aqualisation.

Paul Cowdell, 53 Rutland Road, London E7
RPO) writes:

[ was very interested to read your afizle on the
Eprest Gate School fire. | research popular music
tradstions, in particular cld songs, and | have scen
a fragment of 2 song about the fire, In 1973 ihe
fotkseng collector Roy Palmer recorded songs
from a Samuel Webber in Birminghae, Mr
Webher (1874-19723) was bom in Poplar, and
ameng his songs was this verse:

£} Hark what dreadful tidings o5 this we have te
hear

Before the bells cease ringing to end a dreary year!
A fatal fire was raging which spread dismay
arounid.

Twenty-four childrén |0st their Jives ina fire at
Forest Gate School.

[ is qunied in Roy Palmer, The Sound of History
{OUP | 984; repr. London: Pimlice, 1992), p.22.
Palrmer suggests that the sonp bepan life as a
breadside ballad, He alsa speculates that it might
belone with & verse quoted b Creore Macaulay
Tievelvan, which Legan O Londan County
Council....'

A letter 1o the Mewham Recorder in September
200 produced no responses, although as vour
anigle explained, the fGre would have had as big an
impact, i not bigger, in Poplar than in Forest Gate
itself. 1 wondered i amy of your 1eaders
remembered hearing the seng? | would be
particularky imerested in heering from asybody
who might be able te sing it, or who remembers

4



any more of it T would, of course, also be keen to
hear Tromk any of your readers whao reeall ather ofd
music/singing teaditions (in pubs, down hopping
ol ) amd the coops that wera sung,

-

(Anyone wishing to contact Paul may also do sa

vial email: Paul. Cowdellizalk? | com or lel: {025
R4T0 A5E1)

otes and Nﬁws;

o Fo b

Priceless Porcelain

A 250 yeor old poreclein Chinaman found in
a box of bric-a-brac could letch £20,000¢ at
auction. The rave fizure was dumped in a lead
of junk otfered for £20 by the owner, who had
cleared out her fofl in Salisbury. Ceramics
expert John Ascford, who spotted the 10 co
figure among old copper keltles and broken
plates, discoverad the piece waz made at the
Limcheuse poitery in London between 1746
ard 1748 and is prebably the only human
tipure in existence. Mr Axford asserled 1hat
there was nol @ musewum in the world that had
one of these {igures,
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The Pearlies:

Our Spring 2005 cover featured a piciire taken by
Philip Memick of the Pearfies colleating lor
charity at Stratford, to the surprise and delight of
the cauple! Doreen Kendall mel up with Doreen
Golding, Pearlie Queen of Old Kent Road, =l the
Bast of Lenden Famlly Hisory Soclery mecting, a
delightful person, who was ‘thrilled 1o bits® 10 have
her photeeraph featured an our cover.

Dereen Golding i descended feom a Jewish family
wha scttled in Aldgare in LE36. She went to school
focally and eventually married Larry, a taxi detver,
She hecame invelved with charity woek 1hecugh
het Bushand, who is oo the commitles of a sbciaty
which organisas trips to the seaside for
underprivileged children. The titles of Pearly King
angl Caeen are hanarary ones, confemed on them
by the Pearly Kings and Queens Association.
Althpugh the couple hope o continug with their
charity work, because of Larry's poor health thess
dayr, snpagements are usually cloge fo home.

LIS Mepmler My Lattie Caldwell (1915-
2005)

Mr A E. Hewston has written to inform us that
his sister, bMrs Lottie Caldwelk died recently at
The Grange Eesidential Home in Wickford,
Essex.

Lottie was born in Cld Ford Road in 1915 and
attended Monteith Koad School until the age
af 14, At the start of the Second World War
she was living with her Bunily and in-laws in

| Cawley Road (opposite Victoria Park

| Fountain). They meved to Wickford in 1940 10
cueape the blite,

| On behalf of the East London Hislory Society
members, we offer out sincere condolences 1o
M1 Hewsion and family.

Stop Press:

East End Neighbourhoods, Brian Girling,
Tempus, 2005, £12.9%,

ISBN (0 7524 351% 1. 128 pages and 184
illustraticns.

Another in the Tempus Images of Looadan
series, and only released this July. The author
has concentrated on paris of the borough that
have completely changed in character. and il is
nice to eoe Bow and Mile End featuring as
well as the more western end of the borough. T
have only had the Book two days so haven't
read il in delail but [ am sure | saw a picture of
Canning Town. how did that get in Brian!
There is a higher emphasis, than uswal. on
phetographs here rather than postcards, from
both private and public collections and 1 think
the books benefits from it. | have lost track of
how many books the author has already
published on the East End, but | think this is
one of the best,

Philip Mernick




CAPTAIN JAMES COOK AND
FRIENDS IN MILE END OLD
TOWN, 1765-1779

When walking from the Bancrott Road library
through the Ocean Estate 1o our mestings in
Ernest Street one passes [Sir Hugh| Palliser
1Teuse, one ol the few remindera in Tower
Hamlets of the itiends, patrons and codleagues
of Captain James Cook, navigalor and
explorer. (fiven the world wide and continuing
interes! in Cook 1 am always ashamed that

Y orkshire can provide four supeth museums to
eommemorate Cook, even though he spent
maoee time i Eoat London than in Yorkshire,

Cook’s early connectbons with the East End
were well researched by Julia Rae in her book
“Caplain James Cook Endeavours™ 1597,

Bt why in 1765 did Captain James Cook and
hiz family move from Shadwell to Asaembly
Row in Mile End O1d Town? In a series of
articles in Cood v Log, the Joumal of the
Captain Cook Society, [ have suggested that
one important advanlage to such a move was
that in the immediate vicinily of their new
home were hutdreds of men with wide
cxpericnce of taking shipa from England 1o the
Far East. The majority of these matiners were
from the East India Company but there were
also a {ew Royal Navy men living locally. |
expect that Cook realised that living in the
mote exalted hamlet of MEOT would bring
him into cobtact with many men, whose
sailing experienee was far greater than his
own. Now with the publication by the
EolLFHS of my database of 6900 MEOT
residents between 1740 and 1798 it has been
passible Lo discover a great deal more about
the connections between Cook and local
residents,

This recent rescarch has thrown up several
interesting connections between Cook and his
Stepney neighbours. In particutar the
merchants involved in the North American and
Russian fur and timber trades, and the support
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possibly available to Elizabeth Cook during
Coal’s voyages from the Binmar, Blads,
Honeychurch, Lieber, Norih and Sayer
families.

In the carly parl of the 17605 a group of men,
all cotmected with Copk, moved 1o the hamilet
of Mile End (1d Town, a rapidly-growing and
up-morkel epstem suburk of Loadon, The first
to arrive were Cook’s fuay execuators, Thomas
Bvall 2 preminent thnber merchanl, who
moved into the hamiet in 1762, and Fichard
Wise, who became a propoeter of several
houges in MEOT in 1764, Then came William
Honevchurch in 1764, Admiral Abralam
MNaorth in 1765, Henry Lieber in 1770, John
Binmer in 1771, Sade Blade in 1773 and
Stephen Sayer in 1777,

All of the men and their families were
attracted by the higher quality of both the
howsing and the improved social life available
in Mile End Old Town since the Assembly
Fooms were opened in 1765,

THE NAYAL AND TRADFE
CONNECTIONS

Cook's Fassing Certificate

Ui 29 June 1757 James Cook anended ar
Trinity House Deptford. passed his
cxamination, and came away with a certificate
stating that he was qualified “to lake charge as
Master of any of His Majesty’s Ships from the
Downs theg” the Channel to the Westward and
to Lisbon™,

Andrew David tn 1992 pointed out thal belore
it was possible for Cook 10 ke command of
the Endeavanr on 1he 1irst vovage in 1768 it
was necessary for him to pass the Liculenant
cxaminaiion, for the ship had been set at six 4-
powder guns and B swivels. [t was also
necessary to cnsure Cook's sepioriey vis-A-vls
the ather two lieutenant posts.

Sn o the 13 May 1768 Cook after taking his
exainination was granted his passing
certificate and on the 25 May 1768 ook



command of the Endeavour, and his senionty
dales fooae oe 3o who was Adiial
Abraham Morth, one of the two Admiralty men
who signed Cook's passing cerlificate?

Adwmiral Abraham North

Was it coineidental that one of the men chasen
by the Admirally to conduet the exammation
wars & netghbour of Cook's 1 lhe Easl Loodun
suburh of Mile End Old Town? Indeed
Adnniral North amved in MEOT 10 1763
within a year of Cook and remained there antil
his death in 1781, S¢ the two families lived
within a few hundred vards of each other tor
oover fifteen vears, and both wives had endored
long separalions [om Uy basbaods,

In 1748, when Cook sat his examination,
Naorth was living in Redman Row, MEOT, in
an old howse, of considerable stze as shown by
the rack renl of £22 and his wealth was
indicated by his “stock™ of £100. In 1777
Worth mioved Tmom Rediman Bosy o Inclad
Row on the north side of the Mile End Road,
and just opposile Cook's house in Assembly
Row, Morth's house can still be seen.

Morth and Cook aot only shared living in the
same hamlet but also had shared experiences
sattling, will Qe Royal Navy acioss the Mol
Allantic and operating in Canadian waters, and
it would be interesting 1o know whether during
the examination North and Cook chatted about
their commaen experiences and their
neighbours or was the examinaticn more
formal?

The Exploration of New Albion and the Fur
Trade

Beaglehole described the backpround in 17703
to Cook’s third vovage and the scarch for a
passage [rom the Pagific to the Atlantic. The
Admuiralty’s secret instructions o Cook
included Uie eed W Mcarelully olsenve the
matuee of the seil, and the produce thereof, the
animals and fowis that inhabit or frequent it ...
and if you find any metals, minerads .. to
bring home specimens of cach™.
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Amongsi those mterested i the trade
pruspecls et oogelil aose e os sevaps
were a group of Cook’s neighbours in Mile
End Odd Tawn, who weare active in the Russia
Company, {founded in [553}, and the
Hudson's Bay Company, {founded o E670}
These metchants were importing furs, hemp,
tar, timber and tallow.

The man who moved into Admiral Abraham
MNorth’s house in Redman Row in 1777 was
Stephen Sayer who had become free of the
Russia Company in 1763, Further along the
Mile End Road lived Jehn Thornton, whilst
clase 1o 5 Dunstan’s church lived Captain
Gilbeset Slater, who was also prominent in the
East India Company, as well as a having an
interest in plant collectors. Ratph Keddey who
in 1775 and 1778 was trading in St Pelersburp
and Riga, and his son Thomas Keddey, were
hoth free of the Russia Company and lived
close to Thomas Dyall a timber merchand, and
v of Cook's eaccutors, Mils Eind was alsa
the home 1o directors of the Hudson Bay
Company such as Samuel Jones 11,

FAMILY CONNECTIONS

Colnett And Binmer Familics

Mile Cnd Od Terwnn attracted marimers and
scamen from many British ports such as
Wewecastle, Whithy, Hull, Yarmouth, Dover,
and along the south coast to Devon and
Cornwall. There is not space in {his article o
mention afl of these links but one of interest
imvolves two Devon men, James Colnetl
11753-1804] and Jobn Dinmer [17417-1806],
wha fived in MEOT.

James Colnett

The closenass of these twio men is revealed by
Tarnes Colnett’s will (PRO 11/1451} in which
he desired to be "buricd at Mile End by the
side of the late Mr, Dinmar”. The will was
proved 3 November 1806.

James Colnett was baptised 18 October 1753
at Sipke Damerel in Devon, a parish neatr o
the area that the Binmore family lived in.

in



Perhaps this parish is betier known now
hecause it beenme the site of one of the
Admiraliy's dockvards, which we know as
Devonport, a western suburb of Plymouth.

James Colnett sailed on the sccond voyage on
the Resedution as a midshipman in 1772-73,
He was made a liculenant in 1779 and
commanded several commereial fur trading
voyages to the North Pacific. He rejoined the
Navy and led a surveving expedition to the
sputheast Pacific from 1793 w0 1796, Calnett
became a commander in 1794 and a captain in
1796. He justifics entries in the Dictionary of
National Biography, the Dictionary of
Cenmeridizn Biograplyy Onfine nnd John
Robson's The Caprair Ceok Ercyclopaedia,

Clearly he felt very closc to Binmer and
prabably had been recommended 10 Cook,
whilzt Binmer was warking at the Navy Board
on the preparations for the Second Voyage.

John Binmer

The name is variously spelt Binmer, Biner,
Binner atd Binmore and the 1G] shows that
this family name comes from a limited area in
Devon between Bucktastleigh and Torquay in
the mid 18th century.

Johr Binmer was apprenticed at the age of 14 or
soin 1733 wo John Williams, who was Foreman
at the Navy's Dockyard in Portsmouth, amd this
formed the basis for & very successiul carcer.
Binmer stayed with Williams in Partsmouth and
Sheemess and then moved to the Navy Board
when Willinms become Survevor to the Navy in
1763, Williams held the most senior position in
the Royal Navy concerned with ihe design and
construction of its sailing ships, and this
emphasises Binmer's importance.

Subsequently Iinmer was promoted as follows:
1771-17H Second Assistant on £200 pa plus
E30 for rent

1791-1805; First Assistant on £300 pa plus £50
tor rent
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Dr Roger Knight commented that Binmet’s
pramation to Second Aecistant was an
cxceplional case, “since such a blatant
disregard of experience in promotion was
rare”.

John Binmer’s promotion in 1771 was
immediately followed by his marriage to Alice
Clemene on 20 April 177] at S1, Dunstan's
Church, Stepney. They then lived in Mile End
Cld Town for the next 35 vears and so were
always near Caplain James Cook and then his
widow after 1779,

For Binmer 1o choose to live in Mile End Okd
Town may have been based on s location
convenient for both the Navy (dfice and the
Deptford and Sheerness dockyards. He hved
in MEOT from 1771 until at least 1790 (the
last date | have looked at s far). During this
time he became increasingly prosperous. The
rent on his first house was £14 and in 1781
Binmer finally moved into a house (rent £264
with 12 or so rooms) in Assembly Row, even
claser to Elizabeth Cook, now a widow, and
her family His final promotion oceurred on 23
January | 790 when he became First Assislant
on a salary of £300 pa plus a rent allowance of
a0,

Derek Morris
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MEMORIAL RESEARCH

Don’t forget, Doreen and Diane Kendall, with
Doreen Oshorne and a dedicated group of
volumeers are in the Tower Hamleis Cemetery
Park on the second Sunday ot every month at
2 pin. meticulowsly researching praves and
recording memeorial inseriptions, They would
welcome any help members can offer. This
labour of love has grown into a project of
engnnous proportions and complexity, with an
impressive database of graves rescarched, with
illustrations attached.

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
Open Day 2005

Monday, May 30th dawned wet and windy.
We were not deterred and started to put out the
festive bunting and our brand new 'Open Day’
banner. The Bouncy Castle was inflated and a
uuisy gioup of hirds arrived from the
Mudchute Farm.

Cn the dot of 17 our first visitors amrived, By
carly afiernoon the rain had stopped and more
children joined the brave and wet early
bouncers. There was a pause in the face
putbuling and nassage whilst more tea was
drunk and ¢akes eaten,
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The Morris Daneers were never daunted; they
danced wod Janced, in between and even
during the liphter rain. Their music was a
welcome draw to passers by.

Walkers enjoyed a rather muddy series of
Mature and History walks and the pond was
well and truly dipped. Theouwgh all of this,
wrder a wondeTully inprovised uinbeella,
newspapers werc rolled and made into all
marnner of pieces of furniture.

Spider Man visited the Children’s Pet
Competition, but didn’t win any thing! Many
vigitors 1o the Hiswory stall bought plants, as
well as consulting alxout graves.

Ohur new logo T-shirts were a huge suceess.
Tired, but satisfied we all rudged home. We
had not had as many visitors as sunnier Open
[Days, but all those who came had a happy and
peaceful day. Many thanks to all and to our
lwu visaloes [rom the Pulice,

Senice Gwilliam,
Chair of the Friends

Graves Discovered

A lonp-torgotten burial ground bas been
uncovered al 3t Mary’s and St Michael’s
Primary School tn Stepney. The school is
adjacent to the Catholic Church of the same
name, built in 1856. The burial ground was
uscd between 1843 and 1854 The land is
zartnarked for Bishop Challoner Collegiate
College, and if planning permission s granfed,
the badies will ke removed and re-interred in
another Catholic cemetery, However, until the
site is dug up, it is impossible 1o ascertain hnw
many bodies there are, as there are no records
for the site, This may disappaoint family
historians in scarch of their ancestors who had
connections with the pansh.




William Maorris in the East End

Following the Spring Coach Trip o0 RBed
House, built by William Mozrris and now the
Honie of the Arts and Crafts Movement, |
thought the following might be of interest:

William Morris was born i 1834 at
Walthamstow, then a suburban village on the
edge of Epping Forest. It was, in Momis's own
words, “once o pleasant enaugh place, Tt
now terribfy cocknified and choked up by the
Jerry-builder, ” Walthamstow's postende
‘E17 now places It withln the Fast Leondon
area, although 1 doubt the people of that area
consider themsckves part of the East End of
London,

Whilst at Oxford Morris came under the
influcnce of Edvward Bume-fones and Dante
Gabriel Rosseni and the Pre-Raphaelite
Movement. But he was greatly atiracted
towards medievalism, and it was the latter that
formed the basis of his an, poctry and design,
Upon marryving the beautiful Jane Burden,
Moreis searched in vain for the perfect house,
lhen in 1859 commassioned his inend Philip
Webb to butld one for him in Bexlevheath,
Red House. 1t was indeed perfect, but had to
be compléted with the perfeet fumishings.
Meorns, with the aid of his foends and fellow
designers and artists, Philip Webb, P P
harshall, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and Ford
Madox Brovwn amongst others desizned
evervihing from fumiiure 1o glassware and
cutlerv. This collaboration culminated in the
setling up of the fiem of Morris, Marshall,
Faulkner and Co,, which marked the beginning
of & new era in Western art. As a commercisl
enterprise the Firm was a great success, and as
William Mormis and Co., continued 1o trade
uniil the Second World War, Bul Tor Maormis iis
great failure lay in its inability to cater for any
but the rich. "f dor 't wanl ar for a few, any
mare than edueation for @ fow or freedom for
a few. " Gradually his questioning of the
nature of the relationship hetween ar and
sociely led him into social action, and
ultimarely, into socialism.,
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William Morris was a familiar figuee in the
East End of London for six eventful years, as
he formulated his socialist ideals and sought 1o
impart them to the workingman Morms
travelled extensively arpund the country
during these vears, olten taking in two and
soinetimes three meetings a day. But he
returned to the East End, making regular
appearances at the workingmen’s clubs and in
Victoria Park, lectuning and addressing the
fast foaders, as he liked to call them, always
wilh the feeling thal somehow he was not
really peiting his message of socialism across
and deeply conscious of the great class divide
that separated them.

The name of Willlam Moms crops up
frequently in accounts ot the work of Easl End
aclivists, such as Annie Besant and Eleanor
Marx and of events such as the Bock Strike,
the Match Girls Strike, and Alfred Linnell's
funeral. However, the local history enthusiast
who seeks details of Moers’s activities in the
Fast End within the published accounts his Life
and work meets with disspprinting resulls,
There is barely a passing mention, and it was
this that prompied my quest in search of
William borris’s East End ennnactions What
| have gleaned, mainly from Morris's letters o
friends and fanily, his Socialist Dhary and The
Commomeeal) | present here, not as g eriligue
o1 1he preal man and s work, but a
celebration of cur pride in betng able to claim
with justification that *'William Motris was
here in the East End. ™

Omn 5™ June 1881 Henry Mayers Hyndman
anfounced the formation of the Social
Bemocraiic Federation, YWilham Mormes jounest
them on 13 January 1883, By Junc 1884 he
had established the Hammersmith branci.

But Hvndman's autocratic mannsr and atifwde
was soon to alienate hizs fellow socialists,
among them Eleanor Marx (daughter of Earl
Marx} and her commaon-law hustband fdward
Aveling and together with a few other like-
minded socialists they broke away to form
their awn group, the Socialist Leagne

13



Willizun Morris became leadsr on 30
December 1884, and wilh BEdward Aveling as
sub-editor, he edited the League’s weekly
paper The Commarnweal. The Socialist League
biegan spreading the gospel of socializm
which led to Morris"s appearances in the Fast
Fnd, which was to continue intermittently for
51x% eventlul years.

At first, Morrts expressed his views in lectures
given in warking imen’s clubs. The
Commomeeal gave dates snd times of the
many and varied meetings held throughout the
year. Whilst the headquarters of the League
was in Hammersmith, a major braach of the
League was located at the spacious Mile End
Fadical Clud at 108 Bridge Street (now
Hamlets Way}, ol Burdeti Road, anather
branch was opened at 119 White Horse Strest,
just off Cavley Street, Stepney, White Horse
Strect i3 now a lane alongside the eastern
boundary of St Dunstan’s Churchyard, and the
ared has been cleared of all housing.

Weekly open alr meslings were arganised
cutside the Salmon and Ball public house in
Cambridge Heath Road, Bethnal Green on
Sunday momings and in Victoria Park in the
atternoons. The pub is diagonally oppasite 5t
John's Church, at the junction of Belbnal
Green Road and Cambridpge Heath Road, and
adjacent to Bethnal Green underground
station,

Yolunteers distributed the four pape leaflet
What Socialists Wanr, written by Morris,
making house o house calls with lists of fulure
meetings. Mile End Waste, in front of Trinity
Almshouses and Charrington's Geeal
Assembly Hall was another popular spot for
the League's open air mestings.

One of the earliest refercnces to William
Morris in the Fast Pnd was a visit on 8th Apnl
1884 to 8t Jude's Chureh, Commercial Street,
Whitechapel, where he gave a speech at the
opening of the Fourth Annual Arl Exhibition,
The Viear was Aupustus Barnett. who had
taken on St Jude's in 1872, at 1he age of 28.
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With his wife Henrctta, Bamett set to wotk in
Lhe “wuorsl parish w Londun™. He believed the
imfluence of mtellectual and 1alented young
men would have an uplifling effect on the
minds and merals of the inhabiiants of East
End slums, and to this end he appealed for
University undergraduates 1o spetd some time
working to improve the lot of their less
lorlunaie brothers in and around Whilechipel.

Wilkiam Morris addressed meetings at the Tee-
To-Tum, a coffec house at 166 Bethnal Green
Road oo two occasions in 1884, in Janaary
and in April. During the fbllowing year, 1883,
spoke at the Radical Club at 110 White Horse
Bireel, Slepney in March aod agan o May.
Morris wrote to Georgrana Burne-Jones, wife
of Edward Burme-Jones, and a life-lang friend
and confidante, of a meeting he had addressed
on 27 May 1885 “(n Sknday f went a-
preaching Stepney wayp,” he wrote. "My visi
intenselv depressed me uy these Eastwards
visits adweyy ey the mere stretch of hvuses,
the vast mass of utier shabbiness and
uneventfuiness, sits upon ane (ke o nightmare;
of course what siums there ore one doesh't
see. You woudd perhaps have smiled at pry
congregaiton,; some 20 persons in a little roam
as dirty as convenienl and sttnking o goad
deal. I ivol the fire val of my fieg petiods, |
can tell you, it is a great drawback that I can'’t
tealk ter them roughly and wnaffectedly. Also I
would [ike ro kmow what amowunt of real
feeling underlics thelr hombeastic
revoluitonary fafk " He concludes with these
raclancholy words, "f don't seem fo have got
wf them yei - pou see ihis greal cluss wulf fie;
between us, "

Morris was alse to make his first appearance
in Victoria Park, Bow, on the 26th Julv 1883,
But it was through the incidents at Ded Strect,
Limehouse which attracted unweleame police
altenlion, aod Janded Mo is o couit, 1hat his
role as a socialist and champion of the
working classes was given wider coverage in
the media.

!"T'eynbes Hall - Aza Brigas clc.
= Letters of William Merris wic. - Philip Henderson
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Mems had become embrotled in the exploits
of the Free Speech Vipilance Committee,
formed with the Social Demogratic Federation,
the Soctalisd League and the Radical Union o
defend their right to speak at what had become
a traditional spot, at the corner of Piggot Street
aruf Dedl Street af Limehouse, This densely
populated Factory area of Easl London was
usually deserted and gquiet on Sundays, and the
opren space afforded an ideal venue for open
air mesiings, 3everal leading lights in ihe
socialist world addressed the crowds at Dod
Street, including Edward Aveling, Eleanor
Marx and Lewis Lyons, Jewish Tailors” Trade
Urion leader.

Cho 20 September 1883, at the end of a
meeling, the pulive launched @ vivlent atiack
on ihe speakers, arresting and charging cight
men, among them Jack Williams and Lewis
Lyomg. The hearing was set {or Tuesday 22
saptember. Al the Thames Police Court,
Edward Aveling and Eleanor Marx gave
evidence on the met's behalf; nevertheless -
Lewis Lyons wis senieneed to dwo months
imprisonment, Mormis was amongst the
spectators who cried “Shawre, ™ when the
sentence was passed. Two hours later he was
in Thames Police Court in from of the
magisirale on the charge of disorderly conduct.
When the magisteate, Mr Saunders asked,
" are pou? " Morns cepliad, S amw
artist and o ffterary mar, pretty well bnown, [
thivek, theoughout Eurepe, ™ This reply
evidently impressed Mr Saunders who
disraissed the charges against him, *

Vicloria Park was a popular spot for Sunday
vralors, and ey them coall be seen the
unmistakahle figure of William Mormis, On
261h July 1885 Tom Mann, one of the leaders
of the 1889 Dockers” Tanner Strike, saw
Maorris on what was b be the first of several
visits he made to the Park. e was being
heartily applauded by his sudience of workers,
bt Lo Manu's imud Mueaits locked Vihe picinre
of Blegf King Hal "*

! Eleamar Marx ¥ol. 11 - Yvonne Kapp
* Toan Mann's Memoirs (1923)
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Morriz was in the Pack on 1 Fh October | 883,
but shortly afterwards he fedl il Momis magte
only ane visit to the Park in 1885, on 8th
August, after which he wroie o hes daughler
Jenmy: “.._..and then away Eastwardd H fo
Fictoria Mark rather suthy at having to furn
Ll 3¢ soon giter dinner. Though Vicloria
Purk is rather a prefiy place with woier {dirty
though) and lots of rees. ™

Motwithstanding hMann's reference 1o his regal
appcarance, Momis was aware he presented g
somewhat different profile to the voung
working lads whe frequented the Park. Ina
letter to his davghter Jenny, dated 30th March
I 887, Morris wrote: “Lass Suwday fi befell me
o go to Fictoria Park fheyond Bethnal Green)
i o meeiing Mow F have mounied o copre or
cloak grey in colowr 5o that pecple doibt
whether I be a brigand or @ parsan; this
seemed (00 pieturesgue for some 'dreys wha
were passing by and they sumyr ouf nffer me,
Shakespeare - Yah!"*

Muorris was a regular visilor 1o Vicleea Pack i
1887 and addressed the crowals there no less
than five limes, on 27th March, 2156 bday,
23rd July. 21st August and 11th September,

On Wednesday 30th March 1387, horris
noted in his diary: “Ow Sunday (27th Marchi
{ guve my ‘Monupoly " (u sel speech, with the
Jull title of “Mowmapolye or How Labowr s
Robbed " which e defivered on several
accazions) al the Borowgh of Hackmey Club,
which was one of the first workmen ‘s cluhs
Sounded, If mor the firse; i v a Big ofub
mumibering 1,600 members: a divly wretched
pluce enough giving o soed fdee of e ardisens’
standard of comfort: the meeting was a full
awg, and I suppose [ must say attentive; b
the caming and going all the time, the pie-boy
aved the por-boy was rather ryving to my
werves: the audience wes civll ard Inclingd to
agree, but f couldn 't flatter pryself that they
sreasily weelerstowd mee, serele wy the Teciure
wars ... went aflerwards fo the Demansiration

* Lefters. page 238
* Lenlers, page 267



or Free Speech in Victoria Park: as o
demonsiralion if was o jailure, | suppose
enough fuss hadn 't been made abowt it but it
wiy of good Sunday afferncon gaihering the
crowd very guiet gnd attertive 300 or 400 f
showld suppose,

In August 15887 he penned a lelter o
Georgiana Burne-Jones: “Jr is a beautifid
bright Autumn morring here, os fresh as
daisies; and I am not aver-Inclined for my
morning preachment at Watham Green but go
f must, as afyo to Vietoria Park in the
afternoon. [ kad a sort of dastardly hope that it
might rain. Mind vou, I don't pretend fo say
that { dor't ke i in some way or other, when [
am ar my legs. I fear I am an inveterate word-
spinner and nor good for much else, ™

Morris's enthusiasm for speaking in the Park
naw began to diminish and he came to dread
the occasions. He was in the Park in
September 1887 and did not return there until
May the following vear.

The culmination of the Socialists’ struggle for
the right 1o free speech came on ‘Bloody
Sunday’, 13th November 1887, when 3 people
died and over 200 others were injured, some
serously, William Morris and Annie Resant
addressed the marchers on the need to resist all
attempts 1o gag free speech. 300 deinonslialurs
were arrested, among them two Members of
Parliament, who later received prison
sentences for their part in the event, 126 of
these were charged and sentenced to anything
from & lortnight 1 & months hard labour. In all
160 prople were sent to gaol. Of the over 200
people who were injured, some senously, 3
later died of their injurics.

The following Sunday the police were out
apain in force, charging their horses at the
crowds whe had eollected in Trafalgar Syuare,
Alfred Linnell, a law clerk, took a walk up the
road 10 see what was going on in Tralulpes

T Williane Meorris's Sociatist Diary - edited by Florence
Boos
" Letters (elc.) page 275
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Square. In Northumnberland Avenue he
suddenly found himself being charged by a
police horse, which trampled upos him,
suashiing Iis thigh bone. Ile was \aken to
Charing Cross Hospital, but after two weeks
of agony, Alfred Linnell died on 2 December.

The Law and Liberty League found in Linnell
a martyr for their cause. They ook aver all the
arrangements for his funeral, which was held
vn Sunday 18I December. All the
arrangements were supervised by Annie
Besant.

The route took them through Coventry Strect
and Cranbourne Street and then they were
diverted ta Long Acre, Covent Garden and the
Strand, up Fleet Street and on to Aldpale,
Whitechapel Road and Mile End Road to the
City of London and Tewer Hamlets Cemetery.
Anni¢ Besant paced slowly on the lefi of the
hearse with WT" Stead, Herbert Burrows and
Robert Cunninghame Grabam. On the right
walked William Morris, Robert Darling of the
luish Land League, Frank Scott of the
Salvation Army and Jamnes Seddon. Following
in a coach with Linnell's family were Dr
Richard Pankhurst and his wife Emmeline,
and John Burns MP. Eleancr Marx was in one
of the other coaches.

Reverend Stewart [eadlam, the controversinl
clergyman from 5t Matthew's Church, Bethnal
Green. officiated. 11 was estimated that close
on 100,000 people followed the cortege, It was
half past four, raining and dark by the time
they reached the entrance, to discover that the
main gaic was puarded by 100 policemen, and
e provession had to squecze through the
narrow path, now called Hamlets Way, and
enter from a side gate,

Linnell's grave is situated in Square No. 73
close 1o the entrance on the right hand side.
The plot was paid for by the Law and Liberty
League. The walls of the grave were decorated
with holly and evergreens. By the aid of a
lantern and in #n increasing downpour, the
Reverend Stewart Headlam read the burial
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service. By malchlight the choar sang A Deaik
Song composed by Mormis and set 1o music by
Malcolm Lawson.

The press attacked Morris for his role in the
funeral, but as a result of the publicity he
beeame the recognised champion of the
workers atl over kEngland.

Om 1 7th June 1888, Mormis was once again
seen in Victaria Park when he appeared on the
platform with olher members of the Socialist
Leapue, Morris was one of the star atfractions
in the Park and the authorities began to fear a
tecurrence of the Iratalgar Square imcidents.
The Metropolitan Board of Works, who
controlled the Park secured the consent of the
Home Secretary o a bye-law forbidding
collections to be made in the Park. Since this
was 4 popular way of augmenting funds, the
Socialist League took the initiative and called
a protest meeting on 10 June at 5.50 pm. The
main speaker was Annie Besant who was
grected enthusiastically by a croved of around
2,000, After her address she made a collertion
to ensure that her name was taken down.
However, the bye-law was not enlorced and
appeared 1o die a natural death.

ln July 1888 Annic Besant interviewed women
workers at the Bryant and May Malich Factory
in Bow. She published her findings, and the
furcre they caused culminated in a general
sirike at the factory. The Match Girls Strike
and the proceedings of the House of Londs
Sweating Commitiee prompied a joint radical
amli-sweating demonstration in Hyde Park on
Sunday 22 July in which both the SDF and the
Socialist League groups from Fast London
participated. The march began at Beckton
Road, Canning Town down to East India Dock
Foad, then wmed right on to Burdett Road
where they were met by the Limehouse branch
ol the SF. Then they moved on to Mile Iind
Waste where they were met by the Bethnal
Green Socialist Leagne, rthe Fast London
Tailors and Machinists Society, and the Berner
Streel Inernational Working hMen's Club,
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The march continued picking up groups on jis
way lo Hyde Park where there were platforms
ranged around the park from where speakers
sich as John Burns. George Rernard Shaw,
Herbert Burrows and Annic Besant addressed
the crowd. No. & platform was occupied by the
Socialist League, with William Moreis.

The Berner Street International Working
Men's Club who joined in the Hyde Park rally
were by already well known to Willian
Morris. In 1884 a Society of Jewish Socialists
had set up an Intemational Workers
Educational Club and its tounders became
patrons of the Der Arbeter Fraini, In February
18285 the club took over premises at 40 Berner
Street (pow Henrigues Street), described as a
narmowy shum thoeanghfare off Commercial
Road, where they now called themselves the
[nternational Workingmen's Educational
Association. No. 40 was an old wooden two
storey building and the club room could hold
abcut 200 people and contained 2 stage.

The predominantly Jewish ¢lub was open 1o
Socialist League branches, and Morris
lectured there to mixed ethnic groups. On
Tuesday 27 March 1888 his play, The Tables
Turned, or Nupkins Awakencd was performesd
here as part of a benefit concert in aid of the
Yiddish radical newspaper Der Aribeter
Fraing,

Morris addressed the Bemer Street Club on 2nd
February 1886, 22nd Scptember 1228 and again
on &th June 1890, On 17 June his Tebles
Thrned was repeated at the Princes Square Club
10 a crowded house, after which recitations and
semgs both in English and German, as well as
dancing continued to a late howr,

On 9th Apral 1889 Mormis was once apam at
Commercial Streer, thls ttme delivening @ leclure
“Gothic Architecture” at a meeting sponsorad
by the Guild and School of Handieraft in the
lecturg room of Toynbee Hall for students of the
University Seftlements scheme. The lecture was
illustrated by lantem-slides.



E PP Thompson” makes the point that despite
Murnis's earoesloess 1o leving W [ e role of
the aclive agitalor and propagandist, he often
feli that his reputation as a poet and artisi-
designer hindered his progress. However, his
wealihy middle-class background provided an
cven greater divide, [Uwould be inee 10 say he
did rot really understand the people he most
wanied t reach, His fomys inbo the Past BEnd
cnlv served fo underline the inlelleciues] and
spiritual deprivation of the worker and this
kogwledge 11lled him with 2 sense of shame:
"ot semse of shame In one's owa beffer Tuck mot
possitfe ta express - that the condifions under
which they live and work make it difficult jor
rhem even fo concelve the sori of Hife thai o
men showld five, ™"

On the Ofih anpiversary of the Bemer Street
Club, 8 June 189 the hall was packed with
wirkets in their holiday attire accompanied by
lheir wives and childeen. At halfpast five,
Willlam Morris in his capacily «f Chairma,
apened the mecting with a bnef speech.
Later a eollection was taken by May. his
Jaughter, and Sergius Stepniak whilst the
choir of the Hammersmith branch of the
Sogialist League sang Morris's vrie: Dowe
among the Dead Men,

The Commonweal and Der Arbeter Froint
announced a meeting on 1 November 1390
organised by the Club in the Cireat Assembly
Flall at Mile End to prolest against the
persecution of Jewish brethren in Rassia, An
impressive line-up af speakers was aanounced,
B ey the Thursday belore the mecling
Charringeon withdrew his permission lor use
of the hall. The demonstration tock place
instgad outside on the Waste and attracted a
massive audience. Along with William Maoreis
were Bleanor Marx, Edward Aveling and
Cunninghame Graham MP, This was to be
Muorrls's last known appearance in Lhe Fast
End.

* Wilkizen Moeris - Romantic 1o Revolutionary - E

Thompron
" The Commonweal, 19th Fcbroary 1587

ELHS Wewsletter Summer 2005

In 1894 after falling ocul with the Socialist
Lespue William Muses [oooed the
Hamimersmith Socialist Society from the
Hammetsmith branch of the Leagee. From
that vear onwards his formys into the East End
geased. When William Momis died on 3
Owtober 1896, his family doctor said of him
“he died a victim fo hix enthusiasm for
sprecdding the principdes of Svcivdise. " The
IFast End of London can zay with justifiable
pride Lhat they wers privileged 1o have shared
in that enthusiasm.

Rosemary Taylar

Ecleet Biblinpriphy:

The: Letters of 'William Meorris to Ria family and friends
- Edited with Intraduction amd Notes by Philis
Henderson

Palitical Writings of W illiam Morris - Edtted and with
an fmirodciion by A L Marios

The Collected Warks of William Morris - Edited by
ey Maress

Wilkiarn Morris: Artist, Writer, Socialist - Edfifes &y
Moy Mnrels

% ilkiarn MorTis, Bomantic to Bevolationary - Edward F
Thempzam

William haorsis - dpmer Yallonee

Life of Williara ®orris - 7 B Weckal

Williang Moreis's Socialist Diary - Edfied By Flarence
fons

Wilkizn Morris: & Life for Cur Time- Floma
Macilmariky

Elcanor idars - Fronae Kagg

Annie Besant - Anne Tawlor

The Commonwezl - (Marx Memrial 1ibrary)
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fBOOK SHELF

Bolow are listed some recent publications
with East End connections which may be of
interest to our members, Doreen has
reviewed ELHS member Jenniler Worth's
latest book. Please check Eastside Bookshop
Whitechapel, or Newhan Bookshop,
Plaistow for copics of any of these:

An Acre of Barren Ground by Jeremy
Clavron, 15 a blend of fiction, history and
archaeclogy,. which takes the reader on a tour
of Brick Lane through the centuries, making
connections between the one time and another.

London 5: East by Cherry, (1°'Brien and
Pevsner, is an architectural guide that locuses
on easl Londan. The ook includes Barking,
Ctagenham, Mewham, Havering, Redbrdge
and Waltham Forest, which makes it good
value for money. The guide provides a full and
detailed account of the area’s historic
buildingsz, located by detailed maps, and sets
thern in the context of the long process of
change that has oceurred within the area.

East End Chronieles, Three Hundred Years
of Mystery and Mavhem by Ed Glinedt, The
book looks at the metamorphosis of the East
End {rom an area closely associated with
crime 10 one of the most dynamic an
progressive quarters of London,

Shadows of the Workhouse by Jennifer
Worth, Published by Merton Books. Price
£14.99. 253 pages A5 size. paperback feom,
edition. 13BN 1-87T1560k13.X

Members will remember a lecture to our
Saciety by Jennifer Worth on her first book
“Call the Midwife” how her training to
become a midwife in a order of Nuns at
Monnatus House pave her an insight into the
harsh conditions, lack of housing and poor
wages, all resuliing in many illnesses which
the Nuns treated. after the Seeond World War
in Poplar.
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This baok, the secand of a trilopy s ahout
pecple whose lives had been marred by the
barsh conditions of the workhouse. Living in
the East End we are all familiar with the large
overpowenng Yiclonan werkhouse butldings
that are par of our landscape. To read the
Royal Commission Reports which closed
down the workhouses i 193¢ or the Minntes
of Committes Guardian Mectings or the [sls
of inmates. ¢o nat bring home to us the hormor
thai any Fast Eader, committed ta the
wiorkhouse througsh lack o work, illness of
lgss of a parent, enduraed. The cruel]
separations from loved anes, the daily
workhouse grind of working in the [mndries
or kitchens, the fack of privacy. and poor
edducation. Children were subjected to bullving
by older children and staft, the fear of 2
mizdemecanour which could mean the shaving
of ones head or the cane given with the
ferocity of a grown man.

Two of Jennifer's reminiscences which made
it hard to put the book down, are ol people
whase lives she shared. Jang, born in the
workhouse, frail with a delicate appearance
and anr assurance through her good looks that
she had a secret - that her father was & high
harn gentleman lane’s life nnfnlds with
horror, how she s treated by the staff and
master of the workhouse who whips her to a
hair’s breath of dying.

Frank was four when his sister Pegey was
born. On losing bolh parents they entered the
workhonse and separated when Frank reached
the age of seven. Despite all the hardships that
followed, al the age of sixteen, through hard
work in the fish trade, he made a home and
rescued his sister from the workhouse, Their
love and devotion 1o each other, then Frank's
iliness arc all told with compassion. This book
is competling reading to everyone whe reads
social historye.

Doreen Kendall
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%3O AUTUMN COACH TRIP

- ELT
X 2 SATURDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2004
ondorn.
?FL-/ <y
OCIEﬁ

TO MALDON, ESSEX

The ald port of Maldon was the site of 4 famous baille between the Saxons and Vikings over |0 years ago.
Many historic buitdings remain from centurcies since.

We shall be having condacted tours for the meming, and visiting the church and the tapesiry commemaorating
the battle of “Macldune’,

In the aflemaon. I bave arranged tours of the Moot Hall, the old coungil offices which wsed also to melude a
palice station, a prison, and a court rocm. We shall have to split inlo two groups, one &l 2.00 and coe at 3.30.
There are o number of cther places of interest to see if tme permils. Theee 12 4 local muszom, and reeently &
musgum harge has opeasd. with material on Thames sailing barges and how they were built.

The tours will cost about £1.50 10 £2.60 cach, depending on numbers. The Moot Hall visit is £], concessions
S0p. 1 will collect the wur money on the coach; the Moot Hall can ba paid wdividually. 1 am no sure at present
about the barge visit, they could not confirm if it will be open, It costs £2.50 or £1,50 consessions, but we might
BEL & paITY (ate.

The Maldon Regatia will be wking place on the 24th, s0 we may be able to see barges sailing. There may be
rather a lin of olher people. aad pechaps it may be best 1o take & packed lunch.

[ am hoping to arange tea for the party at a place m Heybridze Basin where we could watch the repatta.

The pick up will be the bus pull in on Grove Road, near Mile End Station, a1 .30, The coach fare will be £8.040)
please sand this tn me with your honking on the slip befow,

Please fill in the booking stip below and send to me, Ann Sansam, 18 Hawkdene, London E4 TPE
Tel. (320 3524 4506, (Pholocopy it il you don’t wish 1o spail your newsletter. )
T i o S A e AR

AUTUMN TRIP
Saturday 24ih September 2005

[/We would tike Ticket!s for the coach 1rip 1w Maidon.
MANLIR S

ADDRESS

TEL NC. 1 enelose a cheque/PO) for £

(Cheques made payvable to the Essl Londgon History Society.)

NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERSHIP {IMPORTANT)
YES N Some of us (please give number}
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