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I think it safe to say that this issue does not contain too much in the way of

"news". That is simply because nobodz has sent "news" in. Reports of our meetings

are conspicuous by their absence in this issue. The reason i3 that these are

usually writften by myself. However, I have not managed to get to all our meetings

and those which I have attended have not really inspired me to take any notes. %he

main reason for this is that some speakers tend to occupy the evening reading a
repared script, a practice that makes it ditficult to write notes whiXst
istening to so many dates and namss being read.

Members are remindzd that all our meetings, unless otherwise advised, are held at
wueen Mary College, Mile End Road, Bow. Qur visiting speakers start at 7.30pm and
we ask members to arrive in good time. One more item remains of our current
programme and we can look forward to an interesting evening :-

Friday 24 June = 7 30pm at Queen jlary College.

DAYS QUT LN EPPING FOREST by Stan Newens HMEP <(London Centrai) and David Wilkinson
of Loughton.
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NEWHAM LIBRARY SERVICE

Whether you are looking for old photographs, preparing a course, searching for
statistics or tracing ¥our family his ory, the Local Studies gibrf{g gaﬁ gel
through its archives.” They are at The Lofal Stuaies Library, Stratiord Keference.
Library, VWater Lane, Stratford, London E1% 4NJ. Telephone 534 4545 ext., 25662,
Please telephone befare visiting, to ensure that the librarian will be there.

Exhibitions to call to member's notice are :-
HOPFPING DUWN IN KENT at West Ham Town Hall foyer. On show 5th September -
1st Octaober.
THE WORK OF THE LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARY at Plashet Library. On show 6th
June - Znd July.

New titles availiable in the Local Studies Hotes are: -
No.ol Strattford Wholesale Market 1931
No.62 Balloons over Newhan.
No, 63 Emigration to Australia .910
No. 64 Memories of the 1953 floods, by Ms M Yates of Morgan Street,

Canning Town.
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Reprint from EAST LONDON HISTORY GROUP (No &, March 1998 Newsletter

"Did you know that..... " )
1 v John Vesley's mother lived in Spital Sguare?

2 At a Buckingham Palace Garden Party in 1918, King George V was surprised

Eo %eayn that the Rev W [ Lax, the well-known preacher, actually slepf in
oplar?

3 rhg King Edward VII Memarial Park occupies the site of the former
Shadwell Fish Market?

4 A century ago, Whitechapel Market (a little past St. Mary Matfelon) was
more outstanding than Petticoat Lane, which was already of considerable
size?
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NG HOWw T IMEBES _HAVE CHANGEID,
AL T I, . . .t :
A littlie of a taps-recorded conversation with Mrs Edie Siggins by Jobn Curtis,

“"¥e never went to the pawnbrokers. And we wzre never allowed to go in the eel and
pie shop either. They wmy tenily) used to say you can cook it cheaper than you
can buy it in the el and pie shop - and they did used tu buy their own eels and
COOkK themn. :

0 axd get razgots but we never had faggots... Peas-pudding..

Hy rriends used to g _
we had our own - hut nol peas-puading out of a Yeas—puinng shop. Its a shame,
isn't it... I missed ail that.. 1I've never really had faggots.

We used to have sheep's head. Used to have that for supper - a cold sheep's o
wad: .. and pig's trotters - I loved them! ... and brawn on Saturdays. Dad always
had hali{ a pound of brawn for his Saturday dipner. (h, that was lovely, that

brawn they used to gel st Hensons. They were nlce, those sheep's heads, weren't
they... and the biraiuns we uvsed to gec. ..

o)

W¥e used to have a lovelv 3aiturday dinper of boiled mutton, scrag-end you know -
and wWhite cabbage. 1This wis one of my Grandriathker's specialities. In his spare
time he was a cool. ile used to g0 round cooking mezals for peaple... Well-oif
traders, you know.. like the dairyman 1f they were having company.. and the man
wio ran the shoe fectory in The Oval (Bethnal Green). He used to go and cook for

him, . and another maun who Mun uszd to do spare-time cleaning tor.. you know, when
they wanted To live it tp a bi And he used to go to sone ‘ig house in the VWest-
; :

end as well.. and. do the” cockiem.,  um used to po with him and -help.
One of his
- and b
thes

on with white cabbage - big white cabbage
o delicisus., HNever Taste anythin§ like 1t
iike that... Ooh... they was lovely

DEEIEY

And the steol end kidrey pudiding was out of this world. You never taste anything
Like that.. and roly-poly and tﬁings like that. Funny how times have changed,
ain't it 7, all those zThings are frowned on now, aren't they.. but oh

- don't reamsaber
har. .. and 1 alw Sl
Christmas puddings they
Christmas pudding! All ths v )
and a brother.. chat was nins of Y2 got round the table and we used to blanch
the alimonds in & cup vl hot water - zud than tuke them out and pop the skins

eftf.. Chop them all vp - I co the zZame recipe now.

renzmmber those that Mum did - that he taught
e Christuas puddings can't be touched.. the

:. It wos a.w a big thing in our house, the
rourd thke —anle.. and 1 hag seven cousins. .

They don't taste the sam2 really bacause I don't fiddle about chogping up the
alwonds like she used to. And also, we used to bave that big candied peel..., and
cut all that up.. and we ustd to ston2 the raisins.. you don't get them now , do
you... thoss raisins you have to stone. And 1 think its different! Vith that
candiad pe2l, that biy candied peel you uzed to cut UE... I think that had a
quite different Iflavour to this chupped up ctutrf you uy now - completely
diifferent. You can't =ven taste tas flavour i: that chopped up stuff now.. not
like you used to.

Yes - 1ts funny how times have changed..
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POPLAR DISTRICT BOARD OF WVWORKS
by Chris Lloyd

DISTYRICT POARD OF YCOIMS FIT INTO THZ JIGSAVY OF LONDOR
AUTHOR{TIES FROW 1886-18807

The Board's boundarics commsznce at Dow Common Bridge, extend to White Post Lane,
which adjoins Hackney Parish, aund alsn covers the area from a portion of
Duckett's Camnal from Victocria lark scuthwards to the river's edge.

One hundred years ago sonz of the envirommental and highwaz works were undertaken
by the District Beoard oi VWork wirking in consultation with the numerous other
statutory authorities, such the Metropolitan Boards of Works, the neighbouring
Vestrieg, the Uity Corpeoraticn, the Local Government Boards anc, latterly, the
London County Council.

During the pericd 1888-1290 the Dictrict Clerk of Works report discusses the
Board's activities concernin cck bridges, bromley Bridge, Plaistow Hospital,
’ f(o2din’ in the lsle of Dogs, road maintenance,

pians Tor the Hlack : )
pollution of the Rivoey clatemsznt cof smoke nuisances.
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The status of each authority and the question of defining and ths asserting of
the parameters of each’'s jurisdiction crops up in several problems arising at the
time. Une of these was the Board of Work's proposal to the Highways Committee of
the LCC that road improvements were necessary at four bridges crossing locks.

The Highway Committee ruled that they were responsible for carrying out this
work. The %Dard issued a Memorial identifying the problzm areas; the bridge
crossing the lock connecting Limehouse Basin with the Thames at the western end
of the Export and Import Dock; the bridge craossing the lock connecting the
Blackwall Basin with the thanes at the eastern end o the same dock (both were
constructed about 1813); thirdly, the bridge across the western entrance to the
South Dock was built in 1830 and a fourth éridge was bullt comparatively recently
at the eastern end of the South Dock.

The Board had not been successtful in ordering the East and West India Dock
Companies to rebuild the bridges and the dock companies are now in the hands of
the receivers. The Meuwcrial stated that the approaches and bridges were wholly
inadequate for the rising traffic as well as possessing steep gradients

The hospital belonging to the Board at Flaistow still remained unoccupeid. It had
been offered to the Corporation of West Hawm bul was dec.ined on the grounds that
nearby was maintained a smallpox hospital belonging to the West Ham Guardians.

Une of the main contentions ci the vestries in the east of the Metropolis was
that they bhad for many years paid large contributions in rates and coal and wine
dues, for providing permanent’ communi<ations Ircm the north and south of the
Thames, west of London Bridge. The City Corporaticn agreed to build a bridge at
the Tower at a cost of £750,000 and the Metropolitan Boards of Works undertook,
if Parliament approved, the scheme to provide a tunnel at Blackwall.

A bridge was impossible at Blackwall, owing to the extigencies of the navigation.
A comparison of costs revealed that the annual expenses for the tunnel would be
£41, 000 and for a Woolwich Ferry &34,000 (the annual cost of working the ferr
being £14,3%0, whereas the maintvenance of the tunnel would be £5,000). The LCC,
on 20 March 1836, only a few days artter coming into existence, resolved to
coustruct the Blackwall Tunnel, auvthorized by the Thames Tunnel (Blackwall) Act
1857. An amendment to the letter from the Fetropolitan Board uf Works, proposing
the substitution of a ferry only recsived three supporters.

The contention that a tunnel was best was supported by Sir Joseph Bazalgette, who
put forward the argument that in his studies of waather conditions for 1879, 18690
and 1881 there were an average ot 38 cays in which fogs prevented trains
travelling from Cennon “treef to Charing (ross withoul delays, and twelve days of
trost, making tifty days in the y=ar in which ferries would probably be unable to
work, The Limehouse District Board of Works stated that they did not wish to
rejudice the Elackwall Tuunel construction in favour of baving its tunnel at
shadwell built hefore. Ferries are uscful for local traffic but cannot be a
substitute for an efficient contuous line oi communication offered by a tunnel or
bridge, as proved in Liverpool and Hew York.

Delegrates from the vestries and local beoards met in 1280 and agreed to leave the
positicon.ol the irslt trauns-communication to the Metropolitan Board of Works.
Four members of the Poplar District Board of VWorks throughout the debates,

(Walter Hunter, W P Bullivant, J HcDougali and Hiss Cobdén) voted throughout in
favour of the tunnei.

Floodings in the Isle of Dogs; Sydney Buxton, HP, wrote to the Paplar District
Board of Works asking what Steps” had been taken since the last disastrous sewage
floods or June and July 1268. The Board explained that the Royal Observatory
showed that on the 530 July, between 3pm and 7pm, two and one sixth inches fell in
the Isle of Dogs, on an area of 47 acres, after this area had been wetted bK
previous showers. Allowing for a possible absorption of one sixth of an inch, the
quantity of water to be run oif amounited to 21 miliion gallons. The pumpin§ pgwer
n

of the detropolitan Board cof V%orks is capable of iirting 5 million gallon
hours., The ficods 31 the Isle of logs oflen occur at or near the time of high
water, when the main sewers cannat bs released.

Houses with basemznts are, in Manchester kcad, 255 in all; Stewart Sireet, 50;
camuda Street, 22; Davia Street, 11; Fast Ferry Eoad, 10; Mansfield Street, 4;
strattondale Street, 39, Glengall foad, ©d; Olliiffe Street, 7; Strattondale
Street, 150; Seys=ell 3treet, 37; Billson Street, 32; Pier Street VWest, 14,
Newcastle Street, 3; West ferry Road, 9; Meniila Street, 7; and Tobago Street, 3.
More tflooding cccurred on 23 and 29 Hay 1689 and the Hetrcpolitan Boards of VWorks
referred applicants ifor improvements to press the LCC Sewers Committee for
actiou.

Koad lointenance: The burden ou the local ratepayers was eased by the Local
uovernment Boards providing £695 for the 1837-35  account for the maintenance of
dis-turnpiked and wain rocds. The roads ciz-turnpiged on the 9 May 1885 were the
bast and West India Docl Roads. The LCCG contributed tc the maintenance casts from
188Y~90 for all roads ana the cost was charged to the CGeneral County Rate.
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A conference of delsgatas appointed by tha © Bnd Districts was held at ths
offices of the Limehduse District Board oi ~kKs in White Horse Road. It was
resclved to establish which of their roads had the heaviest traffic and which had
mainly local traffic; and that the District Boards and Vestries should claim to
retain the maintenance of main roads and that the LCC should contribute to che

coshs,

¥
¥ Q)
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A problem about interpreting and reconciling provisions of section 11 of the
Local Government Act 1883 about the management oI portions of shared roads, some
pertions being maintained well by some authorities, and not so well by others,
. has caused a delay until further legislation can he passed. The engineer of the
North London Raiiway Company hopes to start work on the bridgs in Wick Lane in
April 1890,

Pollution of the River Lea: Legal proceedin@s had been taken by the Board against
West Ham Corporation after their failure, after 5 months notice, to restrain the
nuisance causad by the flow of sewage into the Lea at Canning Town. The
populaticn of Vest Ham, at 180,000, had trebled in the last IV years and
additional sewers for dralnage had been constructed, all cif waich discharged into
the Lea near Bow Creek. The sewage needs to be filtered and only discharged when
the river i3 in the ebb-tide.

Pecause tne Corporation had not complied with tbe directions of the Local

: Board ror dealing with the sewage, the Local Government Board have
O atlow the Lorsporation to raise by iocan any money 1or the purpose of
iditional sewers for the extension or their drainage. By March 18%0 the
Corporatinn had at last complied, in as far as extira land had now been purchased
to extend the outfall works at Caning Town and the plans had been approved now
for the constructions ol tanks.

gy Act of Farliament, given the Roval Assent on 30 August 1889, cases of
1 ssease had wo be notified to the HMedical Officer of Health and either
the Vestry or the District Board hed the responsibility of enforcing the Act in
their areas. Dy Marcn 1890¢, 520 cases had been certiried by medical practitioners
to the Medical Otficer of Health in the Poplar District Board of Works area.

ompiz: The DBoard was acvive in the abatement of smoke nuisance but was hampered
by the receut fallure o1 a new Bill of Parliament to became law, revising the
zxisting Actw. The Iirst Act was in 1853. The subsequent Kuisances Removal Act,
covering “persons not using the best practical means” for preventing or counter-
2cting no 3 efrluvia from their premises, gave constables the right to enter
and inspect furnaces and steam engines. The second Act was passed in 1856,
amendiag the Tirst Act, and included in it all steam vessels on the Thames, west
01 tne River dore, and Iimited the proceedings taken by the police, other than
such whioh iad been vesled in the local authorities.

The third Act, The Ganitary Act of 18666, for the first time included the term
ance in the context of any Iireplace or furnace which does not consume the
used for woriking engines oy steam, or in any miil, ractory, dye-house,
swery, bake-house or gas work or any manuiactory or trade process whatsoever
and any chimney sending Torth black smoke texcluding private dwelling chimneys).
The House of Lords may recelve the Kill giving authorities more powers, again in
whe next Parliamentary session.

During the Parliamentary session oi 1869 all tae local authorities were uncertain
of the Government’s intentions to eémend the duties at present tulfilled by the
Vestries and District Boards under tne Metropolls Managemsnt Act of 1695, but for
the present year 1890, at least, no such <hange wiil take ?lace. (I'ne District
Hoards transferred their responsibiliiies to fhe Metropolitan Borough Councils
which were created by the Loldon (Local Government) Act 190v, thus rationalizing
the jigsaw ol authorities in London and creating larger administrative units.

Perhaps there are lessons to be learnea and comparicsans to be made of the complex
administrations of a century ago with the demise of the Sreater London Council
and the tragmantatio

N
i

n of responsibilities to numerous new authorities,
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Volume one, number one, w~as> pudlished in Spring 1987,

items in the newsietter Included - ‘KReiics or droad Street Station’ an item
about saving some ol the cast-ircn columms from the scrap marchants: ‘Aeat and
Dust’ (Ghoreditch Generating station’, concerning conservation of electric arc
lamps in Shoreditch and the generating station: "wioke Fewington Reservoirs and
the New Kiver', conservation work azain, this time the reservois and buildings:
‘Toe Agapenomiie Churcl’ (Kookwood koad, Clapton Common), & nicely potted history
of Lhe caurch, some of 1ts people and its huliicing: 'Seeing Red', some history of
rublic telephones and piilar boxes, and a plea ror preservation.
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item in tae 'ip Sries’ cziumn 1st- o
> way Lo opening scme iime next summer (1v&s7). It
tone, and a builaing, part of the old yethodlst
noas yet. The museum wiil be a local history
fiven L0 tae nasitory ol immigrants who have moved
B

An interesting
The new dackney huseum 13 on Ll
now bas a curator, Christine Johns
Hall in Hare | but no caii=
mLgetn With s) regard being
tn the area jer the 1ast Centur

il

The space at Mare Sftreet is large and reasonably tlexible and should last well into
the foreseeable future. The museum is interested in anything connected with Hackney
and lite there. They are looking for donstions to start off their collection and if
ou have anything which you think may be of interest, please contact Christine
Johnstone, Hackney Museum, Central Hali, Hare Street, London, E8 1HE. Telephone
936 H914,

N
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COMMITIEE MoWBLEKS -~

Carolyn Merion CHAIK

Doreen Kendall EAST LONDON RECORD DISTRIBUTION 981 7680

Jemni Fage TREASUREEK, 1 Luctons Ave., Ruckhurst Hill, Essex.
Alired French 304 2737

John Curtis MEMBERSHIP SEC, 9 Avon koad, E17 3RB520 4808

Colm Kerrigan EAST LONDON RECORD 980 2311

Howard Bloch

bavid Behr FUBLICITY 790 7071

Claude Huskisson Davtime telephone 330 4414 ext.253
Ann Samson OUTINGS 524 4500

Philip Mernick
Chris Lloyd
Beryl Eills

EAST ERD VIDEQD GRJIUP

rary, archive and distribution network based in

election of tapes made in or about the East
End, historic icotage oI e 0! bidney Street, reminiscence group tapes,
wOork made by schools and dacumentaries and feature films. They
organise owcasional screenings at venues 1in the borough, or you can hire or buy
of their tapes for a ncminal Ice.

The East End Video Group i
Tower Hamliets. They have a
P

If ¥YUU have any rfilm (lomm or Buper) or video which you ‘think may be relevant,
even unedited or untinished tfootage, please submit 1%, They pay a producer's fee
and return tae original.

The group is based at three centres; Four Corners [Film Workshop, Tower Hamlets
Arts Project and Island Art Centre. For list and other information, contact
Catharine Johnson at Island Art Centre, [ilier Road, London Ei4, (Tel: 087
79255,

Qﬁiﬂ&JiLLﬁﬁRIiFldt 3, 5 St. Hatthews Gdns, St. Leonards on Sea, TH38 0TS

"I am particularly interested in Mile End Brewery in the period 1867-1910, when
my grandfather Thomas Gilbert, and Great-grandrather, John Gilbert, and his
sister's husbhand, Thomas Rumball, all worked there, having migrated from
Thoriey, Herts, in the mid-1360's.. where my great—great-grandfather, Thomas
Gilbert, was landlord of the Coach & Horses' inn, arcund 1847-1851, This inn
dates back to OSth/loth century, wnhen it was a 'hall house' and Cecil Rhodes
(of South Africa fame) lived there when it was owned by his uncla.

Hy earvlier ancestors came down from Scotlaund and [ tiink they came to
ﬁert;orasnire with the =arly cattle drovers, who ratlened up the cattle there,
for later transport to London. | think my rTamily went on to settle in Bethnal

Green in the 166G's. 1 was born in East Ham in’ 1922 and my parents and
grandparents were born in HMile End (sShandy Street). [f anyone can supply any

intormation or backgrouad, I would be pleased to hear from them.”

REBEE MORELS 21 Heddon Court, Shakespear Rd, Harpenden, Herts, ALS 5NB

Hy interest 1s any aspect of Hile bnd Uld Town and Stepney Green between 1700-
Viro. L owould t2 ty contact anyone with similar interest. [n particular, I

i
want to xnow of any documentary evidence, or pictures, of this period.

ar
i
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ILONDON TRANSPFPORT MUSEUM

From the early days of horse-drawn omnibuses to the most modern computer
coatrolled tuge trains, London's transport story is told by this remarkable
collection. There are working exhibits tc see and tr{ and videos using archive
Tiim showing transport in action. There is a shod selling postcards, books and
souveniers, including poster reporcductions.

The museum is on the Fiazzo, Covent Garden, London. Telephone 379 6344, Openin
hours, 10am - Spm every day except 24-20 December. Reduced rates for pre-booke
parties, and free admissicn for handicapped visitors (and various special
Tacilities).

(¥B. The leaflet I have £ays “Come and try the museum for 30 minutes FREE... if
you stay longer, you pay..." ‘

* 0k ¥ % ¥ ¥ F ¥ ¥ & ¥k ¥ £ Kk ¥k £k X ¥ K &k K X £ ¥ £ F ¥ ¥ K £ ¥ K ¥ ¥ X ¥ X £ ¥ ¥ X
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There were many tears about the future of this collection upon the demise of the
G.L.C., For those interested, the service continues. 1 have recently received a
pamphlet, issued by the City of London, giving particulars of ths liobrary
services,

The library holds almost halr a million photographs, mostly topographical,
COVeTring tﬁe Greater London aréa. Anyone can use the library snd those wishing to
do so should make a personal visit, The library cannot carry out picture searches
for you. Appointments are not necessar{ and the _ibrary is open from 9.3vVam until
4.45pm, Tuesdays to Fridays. It is best to avoid the lunch period, 1-Z2pm.

Most oi the pictures have been taken for ofiicial purposes by thz former G.L.C.
and L.C. G, Particuiarig well covered are education, local-authority housing,
transport, the river, bridges, parks, churches, hospitals, the fire-service, war

damage, pubs, theatres and cinemas. In general the pictures are more architectural

than social. The bulk of the material is twentieth centr¥, plus some photographs
going back to the 1800's and some of contemporary subjects. The library is
asically a historical source rather than a news—agency.

Cepies of photograpns can be ordered and photocopies can also be bou§ht. Depending
on the purpose Ior which you use them, there i3 a scale of charges. The library
clelnms copyright on ail pictures.

further information from the GREATER [OKDON I"HOTOGKAPH LIBRARY, Greater London
cord Office and History Library, 40 Northampton Road, London ECLIR OHB (Tel: 01~

35 0759l

Two points about this item occur to me (John Curiis), First, there is no mention
of paotographic postcards being avallable at the library. it seems to me that here
iz a great opporiunity to exploit a market. If tae facility exists it should be
mentioned and publicised, 1t it does not exist, .t should!

Second, the subject or copyright, which the library claims on ALL pictures. I
understand that copyright on photograpas lasts, Jor the commissicner or the

photograph (be this che photographer or any other person) for 1ifty years after.
it rirst publication date. If this 1s so, then <opyrignt on many old pictures has
run out. A turtiher aspect oi this is that many paciographers give pictures to
museumns and llbraries sp that they are readily avaiiable to other people. I do not
availability should be restricted by museums making charges ror

h is not thelrs, Huseuws are, after ail, financed by public
snoula the public have to pay twice? What do other readers think?

‘.3‘
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HES L P ROBUERTS (irom New Zealandy.... The name of the man in the article, who
wanted fly-huttons, was Join Holmes oI Pontefract, where he says he intended to
opan a museum. He has not replied to my letter. However, perhaps a menber might be
interested in collecting taese old fly-buttons.

KEIRAN COSTELLO has a particular interest in rail transport history... and he
works in a proressional cawacity as Assistant Curator at North Woolwich Uld

Ol o ge § e 4 R R T
Station Museunm.

PUILIE MERNIGK.. liy interests are postcards from Tower Hamlets, carte de visite
photographs Iram incal studios, and tokens and nedals, etc., relating to Tower

Herlets.
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Moo A L HELLIGAK (wiiting to Doreen Kendall,) I have hazy memories of my time as a
boy scout in, not Baden ?owell's outfst, but what was known as a Queen’'s Troog. Ve
net in an empty factory in St Leonard's Road, North End, close to the 'Cut!, River
Lea. We were a poor outiit, most lads without uniform, and duriné our drill
nights, the rougher locals would pelt us with stones through broken windows.

W= went on a so-called route march to Blackheath, but journmeyed through Blackwall
Tunnell by bus. The march ended in a bricik fight with lads who had followed us
irom Poplar and we had to return home. I mention this because Dr Stuart Murray
wanted info’ but my reccllection is too scanty to be of use to him.

During my hours oi research with old maps and rate books, I frequently made a note
0f a name which might have been the origin ot a place or street name in Poplar.
fost of these notes were then inserted In a copy oi a book compiled by Danlel
Folt, a one-tim: surveyor in Poplar. The book was in fact, a street list, with
azdded information, and [ would like tc suggest that extracts from it would make an
interesting itemm for the 'Record' or 'RNewsleftter'. Had 1 been at Bancroit Road for
a few years longer [ would have liked to bave revised Dan Bolt's work and included
my findings, and perhaps, nans origins relating to Stepney and Bethnal Green.
VELICILY PERHIKY As well as being a member, is Co-ordinator of The Heritage Centre,
bpitaliields. This is a museum and resource centre in the process of being set up
in two veorgian buildings at 17/19 Princelet Street, which were bought by the
opitalfields Trust in 1980, The aim is ©o build local links, to show how
Spiltaliields has changed and adapted to different cultures thrquﬁh the years.
Anyone with ildeas or sugzestions, or would lIike to help, call Felicity on 377 GSul
or visit the Centre.

DUREEN KENDALL Hackney buopire aue to return to something of its former glory
in May, when the two domss on the front facade were to be replaced in terracotta
at a cost of £290,000 to Mecca Lid, and with the central Iemale goddess funded by
an kEnglish Heritage grant. In 1979 Meccza took down one dome when a dangerous
structure notice was served by Hackney Council. The other dome followed soon
atter. The refturn of the domes sees thz end of a long 5trug§ e, when, after
complaints from the Hackney Society, English Heritage took Mecca to court.
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Un Saturday, £9 february, Hackney Empire had an open day. They need to raise
£150,000 to buy the rreehold fron Mecca, enabiing thew to run it as Hackney Empire
Preservation Trust. For the past year, helped by C.A.=.1. New Variety (who
administer a chain of London cabaret vinbues on a non-profit basis) the H.E.P.S.
nave | a greal year, piaying to packed hcoues 3 nights a week. Volunteers help
run the bar, coilee shop, programmes, maiiin% listas, as well as doing the
scrubbing and <¢leaning needed to return the Theatre to its former glory. [The
{ackney rmpire is a listed buiiding, ianside and out, Grade Il with starl].

The East London Synagogue in Rectory Square, Stepney, has been sold for £260,000
ior use as sheltered housin§. It is unclear 1i the synagogue will be demolished
for this building work. Built in 187, with brilliant willIiam Morris style
mosaics, stained glass, wood-carvings and brass-work. Local people tried to have
the building listed. Unicrtunately, it was not considered of great enough
architectural value or meric.
The mewory of lsrael Renson was honoured when The Victoria Park Society and
Hackney Archives neld a successiui Exhibition at 'Friebds Anonymous' Prideaux
House, EY. He was a ifounder member, well-known in and around t{e park. Projects on
show included local school's cliass work on the area a aundred year ago and what
their history will be in the iuture; Tre new City Airport; The Dockland Light
Railway; and The Hurricane in Victoria Park. ‘

RUSEMARY TAYLOK { am currently researcring St Hary's and St Joseph's Church,
Poplar, The Parish Friest has provided me with an” abundance of old documen<is,
newspapers cuttings, etc. This has ied ne into tracing the history of Upper North
otreet, or North Street as it appears cn the 184h cenfury maps. I would be
gratetul for auy old maps «or copies, cf Poplar, (3th century or earlier, or
information as to where such maps my be procured. Photographs would aiso be very
welcome., All will be grat2iully acknowladged.

Does anyone know anything anout a pubd in Bow called the "0Old Five Bells", which
suld only tea, coffee and sandwiches, trom 1924 to 7?2 (1 have a cutting showing it
was still a going consern in i94%). | oniym know it was in the vicinity of the
Bromley Tabernaclie and EBromiey Bergsar Hall. Perhaps members Mr H Read, Bradley
oneoks and David Wollen could be interested in these topics.

BOB VICKEERS Is ary member who is interested in the link between the Braintree and
spitaliields silk-weaving industry willing to visit Braintree Historical Soclety
to exchange information in a "tewn-twinning" venture? The actual sites of the
industry arve being demolished but the museum has a lot of records and samples of
wor%. Ferhaps a return visit may give a rurther understanding of our common
history.
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wider thoroughiare, peraaps the widest road in London, which is called 'Mile
End Road', and approaching the 'Assembly Hall', a vwocden structure of tent-
like shape and commonly called the 'Eig Tent'. Halting for a few minutes we
watch the people flocking in ror an hour or so to hear a lecture given daily
by 'Fiddler Josis' <as the piacards announce).

In passing the 'Dublin castle Cotfee Palace’ 1 would recommend my youn

reader to step in and enjoy & cup of the drinks that are ready from 7am till
11.30pwm, and atter, if ne 1s in a good frame of mind, engage in a friendly
coutroversy on the Eastern or any other question, and 1f you support the
FDlicy of the Government vou will set rall to meet with a hearty reception by
Lhe group of persons that congregate nightly all the year round outside of
the imposing and substantial edifice. Resuming our walk we pass the well-
gnown Lusby's Husic Hall, Charrington's Brewery, alsc the milestone whereon
many a tramp hes %azed with fealings of delight as he found that it only
required another 1700 vards to reach Whitechapel.

hbgurbood of a less active character and modern
appearance and passing the iourth group or almshouses that are on our left
and bending the curve of the road we stand in rront of the City of London
Union, the exterior appearance ot which is worthy the remark "that it looks
more like a palace®.

3
3.

¥e now begiln to enter a mn

O

g
i
=]

]

¥e now procaeed to the length of the plessantest road in Bow called 'Bow
Road', where traes of youthtul age, and now about to rise from their winters
slumber, are inplanted on each side of the thoroughfare to the delight of the
edestrians the® nightly perambulate the walk and which has earned The
cognomen or the ‘HobkeyYs Parade'. The church of Pow looms in sight and the
bell is tolling the hour as we pass dow and Bromley Institure which possesses
a spaclous, large oblong room that is frequently available for concerts,
entertainments Or obther like purpcoses, and now praising the gentlemen who
built the set cf almshouses that immediately precedes the church, we draw to
our journey‘s end, a feature of which is that tor a distance of three miles
we had counted no less than YU public houses ror such a short distance that
it hslped materdially to spoil our apps=tite zor the meal that awaited us in
'Home,  sweet Home

James Alexander Welch (1abw—19557.
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ial strongroom in which the temperature
ntored, preserving the contents.

The archives

are now hous
and humidity le

vels are o

For the most part they are original and unique handwritten or typed records;
The SUrviving records oi the EBorough “ouncil and its predecessors, the
poroughs of Bethnal ureen, Poplar and Stepney (1900-1965); and the various
civil parishes irom the L6Th century tc 1900, lahese include committee
ninutes, ratebcoxs, land-tax assessuments, vesiry minutes, churchwarden's
accounts, poor-law records, etce., anything concerned with administration.
There are also archives o1 some local crganisations; title deeds; church and
chapsl recor: nuscripts of literary works. The earliest manuscript held
is a parchment 3¢ OF {674; The eariiest ia volume format, a book with
detalls oi meetings 01 the prominent inhabitants of the 'hamiet’ of Poplar,
rrom iD9o.

Those wishing to iook at material shouid make an appointment b¥ telephoning
UBO 4306 Duwt 4, or, it you want rurtaer information. contact Jerome Farrell
(drchivist) or Christopher Lloyd (Local History Librarian) at Bancroft

Library, DBancroit hoad, London Bl 4Dw, or by the telephone number above.
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and Publishert 97 Ipoor Street, Dunston, Gateshead,
good and wide-ranging seiection ot reprint maps. There
are over GI various dates. He aims tc issue about 25 London
mAaps each ar. In addition to the normal scale maps, there are also ‘large
scale plans’ which saow celails ot interiors of 'many public buildings'.

Alan Godirey
HELL Do, ]

frcm iocal libraries and good bookshops. Also
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PIROIGIRAMME OF HMVENTS 1088—89

Uniess otherwise etated, all Society meetings start at 7.30pm and are held at Queen
fisry Caollege, #ile Iad Road, Lopdon El.. _

Thur. 8 Sepl. TOVER HARLETS ARCHIVES, A gulded tour by Jervome Farrell, Archivist

_ 6.~ dpm_al Bapcrolt Kpad Library. Bapcroft Kead, El.
Wed. 28 Yepl.VESLEEY CERTERARY - THE WESLEYS ABD EAST LONDON¥ — by Alfred French
Yed. 26 Qct. ANRUAL GHHERAL MEETIHEG ~ followed by HEHBER'S EVEHIKG
Thur. 10 Hov. BDITH RAESAY - by Bertha Sokoloff '
Wed., . 7 Dac. EFILE ERD 1E THE 1750°s -~ by Derek Horris
1284 |
Thur. 19 Jan. BERHURLES UF BEWHAKH - SWHEET & SOUR - by Stanley Reed
Wed. 15 ieb. THE EXCAVATION AT THE RUYAL EIERT (illustrated) - by Peter Kills
Thur. 16 Mar. JEWS ARD POLITICS IR EAST LUARDBON 1918-1939 — by Elaine Smith.
Wed, 12 Apr. THI PORT OF LORDUN AUTHOELTY and DOCKLANDS, PAST & PRESEBT

' ({ifusirated) — by Bob Aspinall

sat. 19 #May VISIT TO VHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY, kbitechapel Road, Il at lQam,
Sat. ' 24 June REGE#ETS CANAL WALK - led by Anne Sansocm - ,

Z.20pm at Stepney Kast Station, Commercial Road.

These are’ the brief details of our programme for the coming year, just received
irom David Behr. Tbhankfully, we have tbenm in tiuwe for this newsletter and,
‘hepefully, we shall be getiing a properiy printed card tais year. Our tbhanks to
David for all the work involved in §etting an interesting programme together, plus
an anticipatory veote of thanks to all those speakers who w?ll visit us.

You will see that there are visits and walks on 8 September 1988, 13 Eay 1989 and
24 June 198%, Assuming that dozens of menbers will want to go on these, can you
giéase telephone David Behr on 780 707! if you intend to take part. He can then
cell you 11 the walk or visit is overbooked or not..

You will alsc notice that a ‘Hember's Lvening’ follows tihe A.G.M. This gives
wemsers a chance t2 give iellow members & short talk, ete., or to mount a mini-
exhibition of some sort. Sc that we can tave a modicum of planning.. and to ensure
that you get your 2ffort on the programme’, again can you let David know, a) the
nature oif your item, and b), The time and/or space you think it will take. If you
need any equipment, please make that known. ‘
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BETE JLOAIDON RECORID

The Last London History Society publishes the Ffast Londoa kecord once a year.
Articles on any aspect of the history of the area that now forms the boroughs of
Hackney, Rewhan and Tower Hamlets are welcome. These articles, which need not be in
their Iinal form, may dDe handed in at the Local History Library, Bancroit Road,
London Bl 41X} or snn% by post to Colm Kerrigan, the Editor, at 38 Ridgdale Street,
Bow, London, E3 271Y.

You can join the mailing list for this publication by contacting Doreen Kendall at
20 Puteaux HBouse, iloman Road, London, B2. This will ensure that you receive all
iuture editions 'hot off the press'. Doreen can also let you know of the
availability of anr back numbers you may wish to obtain. Incidentally, issue Fo.1l
is due out in Seplember. The bouk is alsc oun sale on bookshops, especially
community bookshops, mnuseums, etc. o

AllL members are veninded that the books make ideal little gifts, current editions
being priced at £1.50 or so, {(some back-numbers being cheaper). I would personally
make another plea for anyone with Issue Bo. 1. which fThey wish to dispose of, to
contact yours truly. I only need this issuve to complete the whole set. (You can
send it with your subst),

JLE.C.
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THIE EY R OOF OSSO L ENCES Book Review

¥olf Buschibzky, brother ot Edith Tudar Hart, says, in this book of photographs "We

call this bovk 'The ﬁye cf Conscience'. It was Bdith Tudor Hart's awarepess of

§Q§;al qonaltlogs and her fcelings for her fellow human beings which influenced her
Ife ana her art.” . ' C :

It really is a good title, summing UB the photographic contents completely.
Cogeglng people and environmnts in Vienna, London, South Wales, Horthern” England
and Scotland, the pictures convey the feeling of an era (the 1930's mostly) that
maunage to combine nostal§ia with a feeling of gratitude that such days ang
conditioas are a thing of tae past. Let no-one hanker for the "good old days® after
looking at the images in this Eook.
Apart from the captions to the pictures, the only text is potted life story of
Edith Tudor Hart at the beginning of the book. To one who gs interested in
photograpby as a means of racording social history, the pictures are superb. The
pecple portrayed, whether taey are conscious ouf the camera or not, possess a simple
directness and appeal. The pictures are well composed. From my own experience, the
ghotogr%pher was gifted and talented. These pictures are very valuable saocial
ocunents.

Published by Dirk Nishen Puolishing, 19 Doughtx Street, London VCIN 2PT, at £5.95
plue £1 postage, if ordered direct. (67°x8" = 125 pages).
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DEWSILET TR CONTRISBUTIONS WANTED

After the pubication of the results of member's interests, etc., a few members
thought it worthwhile to enjuire after the addresses of other members, presunablz
to further or combipe their own interests with that of others. It also emerged that
quite a few of us were actively exploring very interesting avenues of history.

It would be mice to know that some of our members have been in touch with each
other and that somethlng has resulted from the surve¥f WVell, how about spreading
¥our information, interest, enthusiasm, knowledge, etc., etc., with other members.
ts quite sinple to do. Drop a line to me, John Curtis, and we can include a small
articie in thils newsletter. You don’t have to be & literary genius.. just make it
legible. I sometimes take tie liberty of slightly editing material but if you
prefer this was not done, piease say.
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THE <CARILIIZ.

Location of a photograph or related information on a cinema called THE CABLE, which
vas situated in Cable Street, El, are sought by a Mr Alan Dein. His grandfather was
manager there in the 19306s but has no records. The cinema was destroled by bombing
and was not rebuilt after the war. Any help can be forwarded by J Curtis.
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SUBSCRIPLTIONS — 199887839

Ro, they are not due immediately but this is the chance 1 get to remind you that

September will be here all too quicil and that's the start of our year. Nembers

are reminded that subsorigtions are ﬁg.for membership (£1 for O.A.P. and full-time
bona fide students). (0u can send them in as soon as you like.

HATHES o s et o e s smee s nsseesoenaanesensesesosasassosiosttstssasosssansaoscssonnsons .
X U b a2y
........................................... Tel. HO: it ittt ieteiaannasnns
Please find enclosed £.... 00 i ii it i Date ... it i i i
SUSOORIPTIONS TG :— John Curtis 9 Avon Road  london  E17 JRB
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