THE EAST LOMDON HISTORY SOCIETY

SUMMER NEWSLEITER - 1985

1., OUT & aBOUT : The Histofy Workshop - Seminars take place upstairs in the
White Swan, 14 Vew Road,; London, V€2, near Leicester Square Station. They
start at 7pm and a collection is made to cover costs.

7-10-85  Stuart Hall The New Laft (1956-68) Revisited.

4~11-85  Ruth Pichardson Medicine, reform and the stigmatism of
poverty in 1832,

2-12-85 Jon Helliday . New consiceration on the Korean Civil Var

L945-54.

Jewish Historical Society of England - 1!eetings at Florence Michael's
Hall, St. John's Wcod Synagogue, Grove End Road, London, M8 at &.30pm,
Application for membership to Dr. Davis Goldstein (Hon. Sec.) 33 Seymour
Place, London WL, ' BT

Hackney - A Society of Friends of Hackney Archives Department is being
formed under the 'tmbrella' of The Hackney Society. It is intended that
members will receive a quarterly newsletter and be invitec to exhibition _
previews and other events at the Department. Further details will be available
in Septemebr. ' - .

Hackney Archive Cepartment's exhibition on Bryant and Mgy, 'A STRIKING
SUCCESS!' will be or show at Valence House Museum, Dagenham, in September.
It will then go to Plumstead Museum, Greerwich, in October, before travelling
to Liverpool for fcur months. ‘

paturday Schools of the British Associaticn for Local History will continue
through the summer..On the 20th=-22nd September there will be a residential
school on 'Palacography for local and family historys'! at Leicester. Furthor:
information (send SAE) from B.i.L.H. The Mill Manager's House, Cromford
Mill, Matlock, Dertyshire, DE4 eRy (Tels (62 982 3768). :

Lobour History Socigty -~ Bob Little is asking for ideas, submissions and
contacts for the Leeal Fistory Oral History CGonfercnce to be held at the
National Museum of Labour History, Commercial Road, Londor, El4, in the
spring of 1986, ’ " v

Petticoat Lane -  Walks will take place throughout the summer, cvery
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Mo booking necessary - just turn up. Mect
outside Aldgate Underground Station (Circle Line) at 2.30pm. Conducted and
arranged by Adam Joseph, a Freeman of the City, and onc~timc stallholder of
Petticoat Lane. Cost £2 (Ccncessions £1.60, children under 12 frec if
accompanicd by an adult).... 1} - 2 hours.

Whitechapel Art Gollery - Information on exhibitions ring 377 0107.
Geffrye Misecum - Open 10am to 5pm, Sundays 2pm to 5pm. An intoresting and
absorbing display of room scttings of various periods. Project work, especially

for children, continuc throughout the summer.

Ragged School Muscum Trugt -  Dotails from Tovaidgc, Sir John Cass Foundation
School, Stepney, London, EL (Tcl: 981 736Ll).
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EAST LONDON RECORD - No, 8 (1985) .

This is duc out in late October as usual. Increasing costs have forced us to
increase the pricc to £1,15 (£1.40 to include post and package) but it is
still a very good targain for 48 pages of local history.

The 1985 issuc will include memorics of childhoods in Stepney and Spital-
fields; a bricf but authentic account of 'hopping' in Kent; a substantial
picce on Hackney Waterworks; and a short orticle on thc Bew & Bromley
Tnstitute. There is also an article on tke Poplar Pension Fund (based on
rocords at India Hcuse) as well as about ten reviews of books of local
rclevance. Finally, there ig the usual list of books, articles, etc., which
rclate to the East-London boroughs. Therc should be at lcast ten pictures,
some of them publiched for the first time.

Over the last geven years many of our articles have been written by membors
of the Society, anc we hope this will contimue, although we also wolcome
contributions from outside. Financial considerations may, from 1986 onwards,
compel us to producc the magazine in a less 'glossy' form but we hope to
continue in some form, pcssibly without illustrations. If you know a
philanthropist who would like to subsidisc us, don't fail to put, him in
touch with us.

Colm Korrlgan.

BoLoHuSg COACH TRIP - The aubtumn coach “rip will be on Saturday, October
12th, and will be an all-day trip to Norwich. This city has a wealth cf
ancient buildings, including a splendid cathedral, and many attractive
old strects - many of those in the centre have been pedestrianised so that
you can wander around without fear of traffic.

Masoums include the Castlc and the unique Mustard Museum -~ founded by
Colmans of coursc! We are hoping to arrange a guided tour of the city for
part of the afternoon, for which therc is likely to be a small extra charge.
Thore will also be some timz to look around independently. Make your own
arrangements for lunch - tea will be arranged for the parvy.

The coach fare will be £3.75 for adults, half-price for children. To book
for the trip, please fill in the slip at .the bottom. The pick-up point will
be opposite Mile Enad Station at 9 30am.

E.L.JH.S. ANVUAL G4VERAL MERTING - This will bo held on 9th October 1985.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MEMBERS -

From Davis Behr comes an oxtract from 'Strecet Names' by John Field in Local
Historian, Nov. '84.

'Builders, undorstandably enough , have sometimes wished to affix their
signatures to the streets they have construct. When a builder named Barnecs
wished to use his surname for 'his' street in Stepney, the local Board of
Health would not agree, but approved his next proposal - Senrab Street -

without apparently noticing that it is mercly the reversal of the surname, f

David Behr also submits the following from the East London Obscrver (12.3.27).

tarnold Pills, who died in his 70th ycar at Hammersmith, his beautiful
rectreat at Penshurst in Kert, will always be associnted with the great causec
of Thames Shipbuilding; an 1ndustry which went north largely through cutside
causes... it paid the Libcral Party to subsidise the nerthern yards... After
the war, Lobour took revenge on the Party which was rospon31blu for leaving
the Thames slipways cmpty. Gallantly did Mr Hills struggle for years... all
the fgets and all the arguments were on his side. The Thames Ironworks had
an incomparable rccord for warship building for all the ravies in the world;
for many years it held thoe Lcading position in shipbuilding and amalgamnted
with Pennis, the famous Marine ingincers for Grecnwich. So well did everything
fit that tho 'Thurderer', the last battlcship to be built on the Thamcs,
ordered in 1910, uas launchod within ninc months. She bas been scrapped but
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a fow weeks ago under the Weshington Agreement. The great offort was too much,
and failing further orders there was nothing left but to close down.

The Debenture holders... sold the Viorks up for a paltry £40,000 and priceless
irrcplaceable machinery was wickedly got rid of at old ircn prices. 4 fow
months Iater the Great Wor broke out ... he felt compelled to obey the dictates
of his conscience on his right to re-employ the men he liked, whether they
were in the union or not. He was o pioneer in profit-sharing when the idea
was unknown. 7

By some he was regarded ag an amiable crank, for he was a vegetarian, hater
of alecohol and condemned tobacco. But he was not crank.,... At school and
university he was a notable athlete but ir many ways he made too great a
demand upon his strenzth and povers and sc was overtaken in late middle life
by a scrious illness of rihcumatic charactcr, which left him a hopeless cripple,
tied to his bedchair; uvnable to move a limb without help. Yet his intellect
remained clear as crystal, and his iron will carried him on with stupendous
courage and fertitudo..... !

Mr 4 French submits a ‘'walk!

Meny strects of East London have a very interesting history and the Society
has had walks down some of them. Thesc fow notes may cncourage some to have
their own walk at lolisure.

John Oliver's map of 1696 ghows the only inhabited part of Poplar as being
the area of the Higa Street (in 1669 known a1s Poplar Street). 4 later report
(undated) states Poolar iligh Strcet as being 'a guaint straggling length of
gabled houses; many built of wocdy many trees, every other house an Inn,
beer-house or place of refroshment for seamen. ’

Soldiers on foreizn service were billeted on local inhabitants. Men drunk
would be ercouraged to 'take the King's shilling' by the Recruiting Sergeant...
"Come on my brave lads, wha'll serve the King?"

some _early pubs ia the Hieh Street - 'Sun & Sawyers';, 'Resolute!,
'Arethusa', 'Horn of Plenty!, 'Greén Man', 'Green Dragon', 'White horse!,

The 'Green Dragon' was on tho correr of Dolphin Lanc along which early last
century a linc of small tencuonts (Bast & West India Dock Cottages) were -
erected to assist vith the large Irish immigration conscquant upon the
opening of the Doccks,

Iransport 1860 -~ Bluc omnibus from Blactwall Stairs to Piccadilly via
Poplar High Strcet. From Blackwall 8.30am to 10pm, at intervals of 12 minutes
through the day. Farcs 4d and 6d. also ths Shillibcer horse-drawn omnibus
from Vst India Docik end of the High Stroct around the Isle of Dogs.

Slaughter Houses - In 1859 (Board of Works Report) thers were cleven
slaughter houses in the Hiph Street,

Poplar Institubion (I0.86) ~ This was, in 1860, the Vorkhouse, a large
building occupying “he site of the old Towa Hall, Each rocm was lit by
two-light gas pendants. There were rooms for Oakum picking, workrooms and
labour sheds. There was a pavillion for men and onc for women, another for
aged marriced couplei. There were receiving wards and a lunatics ward. Stone-
breaking (you can s3ill sce Storeyard Lanc on the sitec today) and oakum
picking werc the main occupaticns. There was a lack of discipline. Food and
clothing were poor.

On the north side, opresits the Polytechnic, is St. Matthias Church. Here
the East India Compary had 56 almshouscs for disabled seamen and familics, 18
being made more cormodious and rescrved for Commanders and Mates or their
widows. Next to tie Church (built 1640 as 2 Chapel for the East India Company)
gtood a quaint builcing liown as the 'Foplar Hospital' - a home of refuge or
hogtel fcr aged scanen of the East India Company. The church itself, now
derclict, held the laxman memorial stone of George Steevens, a famous
Shekespearian scholar, who is buried in the churchyard. The marble stone, a
masterpicce, is currently on permanent loan te the Fitzwilliam Muscum in
Cambridge.




T

Lo

Cotton Street - Where Cotten Streoct onters the High Strect, cpposite Prestens
Road, was originally o maze of small courte and alleys - vcry congested and
insanitary. Cctton Street was not opencd urtil 1884.

Harrow Lone - leacding te the Raillway Bridge,criginclly ran through the Isle
of Dogs; a mediacval rcutc to the Ferry oprosite Greenwich. On John Oliver's
mop of 1696 it is skown as arrow Lanc., an c¢ld print shcws squat little houses
with ontrances below strect level. There is a plagwe on the wall adjoining
the present block of flats which simply stctes KING STREET. 4 station adjcined
the bridge when the 'penny puff-puff' railwvay te Millwall was opened last

century. This used to be crowded with dockers at 7am, procceding to the Surrey
Commercial Docks in the.early part of this century.

Oriental Strect - Where this strect led into the High Street could be seen
scme very old stone setts in the road. They arce narrow ways, once alleys or
courtways . The old Sophia Strect and Wade's Place have gonc but the lead~in
to the High Strect can still be scen showin: how narrow these strects werc.
Oriental Street was named afteor the ships trading to the Docks and not after
the subscquent Chinesce population.

The Bagle Brewery - stco? at Mo.l51. Until rccently the Lazle motif was
still over the deceor of the main building, Urder the Brewery cntrance was an
undergreund barrcl-vaulted construction, thcught to be a mediaeval chapel,
but latcer proved to be o sais-potre chambe::.

E4ST LONDOM - a roprint of o signifizant late 19th century accound of BEast

End Church and Migsicnary work. Publishod by Peter Marcan Publications, this
bock is a worthwhile purchasc, containing many charming little line-drawings.
It is available frcen 31 Rowliff Road, High Wycombe, Bucks, at £5.45 post paid.
If you are a bookshop, the cost isg £4.20 for one copy, going down to £3.70
for more than one.

MORE POINIS FROM MEMBERS -

Mrs M Batchelor of L12 Little Gaynes Lane, Upminster,; Esscx (Tel: Upminster
29330) sceks desceadents of MiRGARET POSE CHARIOTTE MuRTIY, nec BARTLETT,

last kncwhaddress 45 Ivy Lanc, Hoxton. Sho left home around 1900 leaving
husband and two toddlers behind. She is believed to have died around 1911, She-
had femily in the arca so it is possible taat some descendants are in or
around the area, cr are known,

Mrs Batchelor was intercsted in the query made by Mrs Burgess of Ilford. Sho
wonders if Church Street, Shoreditch is the same as Church Street, Bethnal
Groen, in which she hao a keen intorest, her mether living at No.16 between
1905/1908. It was taen a coffec rooms.

Amy de la Have of 2ta Verncn Toerrace, Brighton, Sussex writos ¢ "I am a
pestgraduate research student werking to produce a written and oral history of
the ready-made clotaing tradeos in the East End of London and Leeds during the
intor-war ycars. If you owned a clcthing Lusincss, werc engaged in desgigning,
moking (in a factory, workshon or at home), promoting or selling garments, and
would be willing to share your expericnces and recollections with me, I can

be contacted at the Department of Cultural History, Royal College of art,
Kensington Gore, Lendon, SW7 2BU. I would also be extremely grateful for any
other information cor guidonce .M

Mr & Leach, 8 Elizaboth Close, Grundy Stroct, London, EL4 6DW, seeks the
whercaboubs, if any, of an East Znd foll nuseum, containirg such things as
houschold goods packaging of 4O or 50 years ago. He has scme items himself
that he would be willing te donato to a bene fide organisation. He asks if
there is a naubtical mugcum cther than the one at Greerwich to which he can
algc pass on some items of intercst,

Mrg S Lynn, 73 Dc Leauvoir Read, London N1 54U, has special interests of
the Jewish Community and would like to cecrntact anyone willing to take part
in an oral-histcry project,
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MEMDIRS OF i MILKMuN - by Mr Jack Rubidge (E.L.H.S. Mcmber)

'THEZ HARD Wa¥ — 1917/1968.

it the age of 17 I started werk with a private milkman. He was about 60 years
of age. I'd becn very keen tc do this kind -of work since I left school. He was
a gocd 'Governcr' as we sald in thosc days. I learnt very quickly and scon tock
over the round, which was quite big, and with horsc and float covercd street
after strect in all directicns.

The 'Float!' was somcthing in those days, made completely of wood, o large
wheel on each side, with wide mudguards. It was gally painted in yelleow and
red, with 4, IOJ, my governcr's name, in black and gold letters on the front,

s huge brass churn which I had tc polish deily, and it shone like gold, stood
in the front and I stcod beside it with the roins. I had a good horse, named
POP, and we werc pals and understood each cther. I felt mighty proud too,
driving along. I was then and, still am, a great lover of horses.

My wages were £l per week, my qu begﬁn at 4.3cam, and my first job was to
feced the horse.

Then in the 'Can House' I'd light thb fire under the big old-fashioned copper.
This was the only moans of hct water and hcat in the winter., The brass churn
was thon filled from this as required, ther the small cans, 3pt and lpt, to be
filled from these with measurcs as I served each hcuse. 4All these had brass
handles and hinges and had tc be washed and polished after the round the day
befores I'm still a proud possessor of a measure and a pint can, rare relics
indced.

Luckily, I'managed to find a ycung lad to help in the early morning. He had
a bike. Threc large cans cf milk werce hocked on the handlebars, the small cans
and measurcs in a wirc basket in front. These cans he filled and left on door-
steps as required. Here too I must add my gcod fortunc of having some younger
brothers. I found their help in thc carly hours morc than useful. 4 load of
thanks too for my father who was the human 'alarm' for calling us. all up.

I usually got home to brezskfast about 9.30am. Hour house was situated in the
midst of others, about two thirds down the road, facing another turning. My old
horsc was so used to this he would turn rcund herc withcut any help from me and
draw up facing the oppcsite way right outside the hcuse. It was the same on the
'round', He would walk along the turnings nnd stop at each housc I served. He
also bad a great liking for pcople's hedges, such as evergrecns., I had to keep
o sharp eye on him. He'd come up on the pavement and have a good nibble.

Milkmen in those days did two rounds per day, they covered the same ground
twicc. as I worked for a private dairy I was the only roundsman. That meant 7
days a weck and no holidays. I finished abcut 4.30 or 5pm, much later on
Saturdays. after o meal and a rest T would try to de my round-book, the usual
Job on Saturday cvenings. This would teske twe or threc hcurs, often longer, as
I was so tired and would oftcn nod cff at intervals.

My governor kept twelve cows. When it was time for these tc be renewed the
fresh ones were walked from Romford Cattle Market to our dairy in Balaam Strect,
Plaistow, which was then a small part of the Borough of Vest Ham. :

We had one Cowman tc do the milking, Jim by name. His job alsc entailed
looking after the cows. He introduced me to milking just once. Maybe he should
have introduced mz to the cow first because my touch wasn't appreciated. The
hoof was gently lifted and the bucket went onc way and I the other.

The 'Can House! was situnted well back on the left from the main rcad. This
was vhere much of thoe hard work was done, washing bottles, cte., polishing,
scrubbing and cocling. Everything had to be spotdessly clean. It was approached
by an archway which joined the house on the cther side. It was my job to keep
this and the Can Hcuse regularly whiteowashed. as one can imagine, it made a
very clean approach to the very spacicus yﬂrd which stabled the horse and
prcevided sheds for the cows,

The housc was long and quaint, the front joining the pavement. .t the end,
past the archway, was the 'Dairy'. Herc pecple came with their jugs for milk,
alsc to buy eggs and butter. It was a large rocm with a very long table,
covered with bluc and whitc squared lino which locked very clean and attractive.
Cn horc stood thehugo white chine milk contniners with their highly polished
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lids, 2lsc n massive whitc china swan, always filled with fresh eggs. This part
of the business was run by Miss V Lew, my governor's neicc, and her -companiony-
Miss Gracc.

There was always quite o number of chiekens strutting ﬂbout the yardy ineluding
twe cor three bossy locking ccckerels whe scemd to stand and starc at anyone
going to the Dairy, as much os to say "That's as far as you can come".

I merried when I was twentyfour and somehow it was manag zed for me to have a
fow days off. This was really something. It was the only break we cver enjoyed.
T was then earning £2.10.0d por week. Ye had two rocms and scon after fcund
quite a nice flat. :

although this next bit hardly concerns my work I fecl I must relate it as I
had to ask if T could borrow my herse for moving., We had very little money to
sparc s¢ T was lucky encugh to borrow a van as well, 0ddly cnough it had a
white covering. We hadn't a lot of furniture but it seemed to fill the van.

We made gocd progress until sbout half-way, then it began to get dusk and I

had to call at a Coal Merchant pal of mine t¢ borrow two lamps to hook one on
cither side of the van., I left my wife sitting up on the front with our 'Mshogeny
Clock'y, a wedding gift, wrapped in a red plush tablecloth. as I rcturned,the
horsc, hearing my fcctsteps, made a slight movement. My wife had cne leg over
the gide and called "Jack! Jack! Jack! He's starting to go". She always
declares the whole episode, espccially the white covered van, looked remarkably
like one of these scen in tho cowbey and irdian films,

Winter was the hardest time. I can remember having chilblains on my ears,
hands and fect., Thc horse too prescnted mony a problem should there be any
thick snow abocut. Wc had o man te come in ond knock special nails in the hccves
tc grip the snow, but on onc occasion this was overlocked and well T remember
it. i4s the horsc, the float and I came over a slight incline, he slid on his
behind.. all the way.. and stoppcd against the wall of a front-garden. The shafts
worg' broken, the horse slightly grazed, the float and I rpmqlncﬂ upright, and
tharkfully I was unburt.

On very wet days my wife weculd gomehow guess where T might be and manage to
bring a dry overcoat, and in the bitter cold,; a little drcp of whisky, just
enough to warm me, Sho also had an old-fashioned remedy of preparing a bowl of
hot mustard-water tc put my feet in, This, I'm shure, worked wonders and prev-
ented many a cold, Yot despite oll the bardships in those days, the milkmwn
was o recl perscn. Fe knew practically every family he scrved.

I can remember once rather clderly lady whe would insist I had a cup‘of ‘cocoa,
winter and summer. The kindness of some folk was astounding. I served all sorts
of people.. the cockney, to me the salt of the earth, the dcctor's wife, the
Convent; where once a woek I would mect the Mether Superior to receive payment.,
Hor qulct, calm voice and manner almost cast a spell over me. The Brothors too
from the Catholic Ckurch would often invite me intc their quarters for a bowl
of celfec, .

I rcecall an 1nc1dmnt here at Christmastime. I tock some hay tc the Church
for the Crib, Onc cf the Brothers asked if I woulld like to sec the Christmas
preparations. I was most intercsted and followed him in., 1 am not a Catholic
myself but I was so impressed by the very sincere way he decply bowed at every
1Saint ! until he recched the High nltar, that I felt I had te do the samc.

Sadly, my 'Governor', as I had always ecalled himy, beccame very ill ~nd died
at the age of 78, His niece, Miss V Low, as I previcusly mentioned, carried on
the businesse after the funcral, late afterncon; I was called into the 'Parlour!
and te my great surprisc was told he had left me £50. I can hardly romember
goetting home to my wife. We felt we had inherited a fortune.

When the milk bottles came intc circulaticn many things changed. They were
all filled first thing in the morning. I had to be certain tco of having the
corrret quantity. It was breaking the law to fill a bottle in the strect. Often
I'C run short of bottles, I'd send my boy cut veéry cearly and he'd pinch other
milkmen's emptics off the docr-steps. There was some kind cf an 10fficialt and
he would come round every so cften and if he found we had anyone's bottles

other: than our cwn., welll.. he'd just pinch thom back again,

During the Sccond World-War it was difficult tc got the cardboard tops for
tho bottles, as werc used then. In the ovenings my wifc would cut out rings
of white paper to holp mo. I fixed thesc on with rubber rings.

.
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The nireraids dimirished many parts of my rcund and things became so scricus
that my bogs, Miss Lcw was forced to scll what remained to what was then
"The United Dairics She very kindly coffered me what was left of it befcre
selling but there was much to be censidered and T knew my wifc would rather
I wcrked for a big ccncerns.

So the day camec for me to say geodbye tc Balaam Street and the hard yot
happy deys. Despite thc war and air-raids I knew lifc was geing to be different,
maybe easicr, certainly no bottles to wash cnd fill. It was carly afterncon
when I drove my fleat into the United Dairies Depct at Windmill Lone, E15. Quite
a number of men were in the yard, their rcunds finished. as scon as they spotted
me a loud roar went up, as if I was just cntering the farenz', and somebedy
called out, "Here ccmes Ben Hur"., I guess T did lock rather quaint against
their more up-to-date vans,

I settled in very well, Life was much improved. I had one day cff each weck,

a weekend off cevery six wecks, and an annual holiday. I was very centhusiastic,
a good salesman, and after a few days was given a roun? of my own, which I
aimed tc make sometling of, We often had competitions, such as whce could sell
the mogt of a particular line. It made us all very kcen. I managed tc win £20
on one occasion, a very special prize.

Yot the time had to come for me tc leave this new-found life. I was callad
up to serve in the army. I had to teach ancther man my rcound, and strange to

say, since that time, this samec man has madec great strides and now holds a very
important position with what is now called UNIGATE,

I was demobbed in 1945. My job was waiting for me when I roburned and I was
a roundsman once mor:e. The old enthusuasm returncd and keenness seemed strenger
than cver. This lasued for a number cf years, then I had a stroke of misfortune.
I fell down an iron staircase whilst on the round and badly injured my ankle.

I spent a whole year away from work., Vhen I was ready to return I was told I
weuldn't be able to do my rcund any more as my ankle was pinned on one side and .
wouldn't on any account stand any strain or walking. This was a tremendcus

blow. I felt lost, ‘discouraged, yet I wantcd to scrve my remaining years with

the U.D.

I had to accept the only jcb they could offer, tc lock after the horscs. The
previous man was rebtiring. It meant all nigat work, which was terribly hard to
take., My wife was a zreat comfort and support and gave me encouragement to go
on. Scmehow I made tqe best of things anu gradually used myself to become
'Keeper of the Horses'.

There were 40 in all their stalls were over the depot and they had to climb
a ramp. It was am~zing tc watch cach horsce,after being unharnessed by the
roundsman, walk up the ramp on its own and make its way to its own stall. They
were like children, very ncisy, especially about 4.30am, when I would comec along
with the barrow containing their food. When all were served, peace returncd and
only the crunch, crunch ¢f fcod could be heard. 4

There was much sadness when the metors were gradually intrcduced. Each week
a fow of-the herses were reluctantly parted with. Whon a rcundsman has driven a
herse-for a number of years they bocome partners. One can imagine the last pats
and the sad gccdbyess

The motcrs meant a change ¢f work again. I had to learn much abcut them as I
had te take over the maintenance. abeve ally, I had to learn to drive. I had two
attempts to pass my test, the first, I'm sure, was a casc c¢f nerves. On cnec
instance I came out of a turning 1ntb the main road pather badly. There were .
some men down a hole in the read with a board up, 'MEN LT WORK', I caught this,
knocked it down the hole, and up popped a head. Then a voice said, "Steady on
mate; you just missed my 'ead", The sccend time success all the way. I kept
my hcad this time and rcturncd te the yard fecling mighty proud of myseclf.

and sc Life contirued. Then came the day of my first 'Lerg Service Dinner!',

I ha? ncw served cver 40 years and would reccicve my gold wrist watch. The
Dinncr’ is held annually 2t the Connaught Rooms, Kingsway, Londen, Jduring the
carly part of October. Need I say how much I looked ferward to this special
occasionl I ‘enjoyed cvery moment and received my watch, which was engraved
with my name and details, with great pride.

Almost nearing the end of my memoirs, thce day came for my retirement., I was =
65. Once again a new kind of life which I was determined tc make as useful and
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interesting as possible, providing I had gcod health. My wife was asked to come
to the Depot on the special cay. We were prcsented with a lovely gift and a
marvullous bouquet many, many handshakes and good wishes.
ow I'm on my way tc 80. all being well, I will at that age have enjoyed 14

yuars of wonderfully happy rctirement and fairly good hecalth. .ilthough, at the
moment, like may cthers, I'm troubled with arthritis, but I thank God for bringing
me s0 far go well,

Onc cf the most satlsfylng Thlngs of these ycars is to feal I gtill belong.
This is cspecially so when I réceive my invitation every year to the 'Long
Service Dinner'. Here I lcok forward and hope to meet my old cclleagues.

Especially also when I reccive my 'Birthday Card', also from the 'Long Service',
my Christmas Parcel, my monthly magazine, enjoyed and read with enthusiasm,

I know the greatér part of my lifc as a rilk-réundsman was tryly hard, yct I
wouldn't have misscd the years of experience with the public.

The understanding), know1n?, feullng, taught me so much and has stayed with me
all through tho years.

My memcries arc desp, some perhaps sad, some extremely funny, yet all a very
wonderful possession.,
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The foregoing contribution from Mr Rubioge was very patiently and lovingly
tape-rccorded and typed by Mrs Rubicdge. To soth of theom we extend our thanks.
If any other member has any contribution to make to our newsletter, plcasec
send them to any officer of E,LH4S.  They may not all be used by there must
be many items that arc of interest to other members. We'll do our best to fit
them in if we can.

10, SUBSCRIPTIONS - Thesc are once again due, with the w.GaMa coming soon. A form

L1,
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has been included elsewhere 1in the newsletter and your co-operation would be
appreciated in this matter, DO IT NOW... and you won't forget!

SOCIETY INFORMMPION - Mr .ilastair Ross has made a very good suggestion, This
is that we whould include details of ourselves in this newsletter, so that you
or prespective members will know who to get in touch with. Here goes :-

"The aims are to fester intercst in the study of the history of East Londcn, to
organise activities to further this interest and to compilc and publish the
results of any such wecrk",

OFFICERS 1984/85 i1~ (abridged)

Hon,. Secretary.’ Howard Bloch, 39 Eric Street, Lowlon, E3,

Chairman . Carolyn Merion, 55 Derbyshirec Street, London E2.
Publicity " 'David Behr, 16 Groenland House, Ernest Street, EL,
Treoasurer Jenni Page, 1 Luctcns avenue, Buckhurst Hill, Esgex.
Memborship Socretary John Curtis, 9 4ivon Road, London, EL7.

Coach Outingsg . Lnne Sansom, 18 Hawkdcne, Chingford, E4.

Editor of ‘'Record! Colm Korrlgan, 38 Ridgdale Street, London, E3.

MORE_FROM MEMBDRS - Mr_E W Konton, 16 Parker Mews, Lenden, W2B 5NT, is a
City Guide and is 'very interested in the RIVEZRLINE area, including Islc of Dogs,
particularly the v1suqls, sociologyy cte,

Mr W B Wakefield, 7 The Spinneys, Hockley, Essex, is interested in E.L.H.S.
snys his interbst'Springs from ‘his family history. "My great-great-grandfather,
Jomes Wakefield died on 4 .ugust 1837 at 5 Size Yard, Whitechapel. His widow
wng still living there at the time of the 1841 cencus, with threc sons, the
youngcst being my great-grandfather, Gershom VWakeficld. He had boen baptised at
St. Mary Whitcchapel a few months earlicr at the age of 8, together with'his’ '
immedintely older brother who was by that time ncarly 12......" Mr Wakofield
goes on to wonder if therc was any link botween the East End and Braintrec in
Esscx, the link being the clotblng/cao-m king trade. )
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