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On the 17th F obru pry i Seorwn ruggmn or thv i r;c40rArts Beekshop will bn tnlkine to us on fel 
rorounos	 p

I oat eitherto attempted in the Society's history. Thi;
et 0.M.0 at 7.30 p.m.

It to hopod thet ovary mimbei will Moak° 0 s pacialto vitund the talk by P rofessor P .F.Lutilie p t Queen SpryH e on the 24th March et 7.15 p.m. This will bo on "The
:ooship or' Queen Mary College end the iocrl cormunity" 

tho Professor of History on n subject of grunt interest- o rtsnro to ell locel people.	 It is believed thrt Professor0:	 otil make mention of our lotto president, Professor Oindoff.
Thu Hackney evening will be on the 22nd April 1902 rnd

•e et the Rocs Lipman Library, Do Beauvoir Pond, R.I. pimp's..
;ho difforonze in dote from Unit shown on the 

p rinted pro-
It will be at 7.30 p.m. and will take the form of 

p tplke l Seodo• on "Bubbles, Bottles and Brewing" - a look pt
:n soft drink menufncturers in lest London. A number of
.1 stone bottles will be op display. It will be recalled

gene e few words et the A.G.W.Mcoriburs evening
oble 1;2 do justice to the subject in the time permitted.
be hco ing e new look et it on this occesion end it is
there will be a good nttend pnce. This will be a joint:h. Lot tit-beton Historical Society end the Hackney Society.
Alen r;oeke, en authority on Thames Paddle Steamers

ray: re oteamurs will be t p lking on this subject on the lothr	 T. on Nero College, end zany memories of the old "Lagun
` .oestod Eagle" etc. will be revived. The season will

a walk rand Bow end Old ford in which it is hoped we
joinod by an archaeologist to point out press of inty.est

n: Clc Ford.	 Y.. of Thursday, 17th Junu et Bow Road Station 6.15 Oh.

CO _7C ;	 More will be e coach outing to Broedlands, Eprl
7O.Jothool 6 home end the scene of the Roy?! honeymoon last year,
en S p t•luay, 1Eth May 1982. The coach will loeve Mile End et
9 ..32 e.m. and there will also be 2 visit to the pncient Ramsey
Abbey. Fares	 £3.20 per parson plus £1.50 price of admission
tc "aro pdlendt", There tee can also be obtained. Bookings plcese
to fka Sensom, 15 Pewkdene, Chingford E.4. (524 4506).
We ere hoping that members of the East London Family History
Assrofletiori mt.}, join us for this trip.

NEW TOTEP IO'.71.L r TS LCCAL HISTO 4RY LIBRARIAN

Chris.Lloyd, B.Lib., A.L.A., was appointed in September.

to zoo punt of Le gal History Librarian, of Tower Hamlets Library Sery
-ice	 ceoccseion to Bernard Nurse, 8.A., A.L.A.

clismor)y local Studies Librarian of Newham Librery Service

he l .., therefor° por'oued his interest generelly in Eest Londonoio
hi- •- 0re' . As en Officer.of this Society's Committee, he hopes to be-

cor••  Puooc of the specialist historical interests that members
expl-fss tc him at meetings. The purpose, of course, is to assist
marts;

: - L t o Oein From a better knowledge of 
what the Locel History

oan offer; It would be most advisable to ring him for pn

!p f: o:nioent on 3-13 066 Ext.47, to allow preparation time, if speci-
f ic 7 ttoot'on io regoirod.

th, o	
membors, and the general public, ere invited to visit

rz r) (botooeo 9 a.m. end 8 p.m. Mondey, Tuesday, Thursday

pnO t ' Ide Y, and 9 p
.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesdey end Saturday, to consult

thF :.,nee of books, photographs end prints, slides, te
p oso maps,

4-"' male aces; celsus returns on microfilm.

Tho e t-piety takes this opportunity of expressing its gq,itle.,

ho	
tc errnik7H Nurse who over the years 

hes inspired us 
wit h

-

Dv- -7-.	
prim!, et ton in difficult conditions, made himself

sr	
J.hr. Ocoioty's activities. We wish him well in 

has new

Sou` :n, but hope Fa. will be withy from
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HOUNOSDITCH : Houndsditch wPs 
first peved in the yelp ;	 The

citizens of London tend
	
through Aldgete end Bishopeget e to well,

plong the new 
strput end.:tc refresh their duller spitites in 

tt,:

sweete end wholesome pyre .
., To the east were 'fPir hedgerows of El

trees end plepsent fielde end to the west the mud wall enclosing L
twelfth century moat end beyond thet the pncient city well.

g	 l
The mo p e, which originally ran ell along the wel

Ludgete to the Tower, became, during the Middle Ages, e stagnant

ditch end 'much filth•especielly deed Dogger
• were there leyd or ces

So it WPS 
celled Houndsditch. But its history goes 

beck much fort •

A thousand yens ague, in the time of King Canute, hihp=nolfthlu

was part of the pro
p

ert y of Criten (Krightun) Gil
d•

well beloved of the King, begged him for the strip of lend between

the Themes and Bishopegete. He 
gene it to them on condition that',

they 'pLrformed three combats end wen et tilt egeinst all comers

ell-of which they perfermed gloriously'.
The Gild of Knights held the lend until the twelfth

century, when thuy gevo it to the Holy Trinity Priory, the site of

which is sheen by P well plaque In' ncerby Mitre Square. One 
of the

Priors of Holy. Trinity built e row of cottages in the field by Hou
n

sditch, for bedridden cripples. On Fridays devout people of the el
welked along that wry to bestow elms to the sick lying by their

windows.	 In the rcign of Henry VIII there were many changes.
The Prior en4 canons of Holy Trinity were sent ewey, the Priory
buildings wore demolished and Houndsditch field was given to

Mp gdelen College, Cambridge. Most of the field was then made into
garden to grow herbs end roots for the merket, but the free nearest
Aldgete was ecquired by three brothers celled Owens who wore Gun-
founders, end here they mPde brass cannons. The noise was so greet
th p t 'the pcore bedrid-people wire worn out' end moved ewey end th
cotteges were taken by 'brokers end sellers of old° r a pperol l . Duni

Elizabeth's reign the garden wee divided into plots, houses were
built, together with cerpenters' yards end p bowling alley.

As years p p ssed, the ditch w's filled in, the Romeru
well removed end Houndsditch became e busy thoroughfere in the City;
cf London. Modern buildings ere greduelly replecing the older shop
but Houndsditch's two churches p t Aldgate end Bishopsgete rem2, in un
ch?nged. Both arc dedicated to St.Botolph, a Suffolk abbot of the
seventh century, who did greet work in improving the ro p dweys •cro
the dangerous marshes of Lest Anglie end so he became the English
p atron Seint of Travellers.

Mrs.R.J.Griffiths.
5. A NEU YEAR MESSAGE FROM GEORGE LANSBURY 

"We like to think thet those who come after us will reed
the story of Pop/ p rism, eind recognise thet, whon to bc destitute
end poor 4PS almost e crime, seMb poor mon end women refused to r
eccept that doctrine, and together proclaimed the truth that ell
were not only barn cling , but were also possessed of the unalienrt
right to share in the products of their labour,.." ("My Life" 1 5'2,-

"I pin my faith in ordinary people... In my old age, inspite of dra
ys end nights of gloom, disappointment with myself enoothers, end elmost desp p ir, my faith and confidence remains stron gend certain that out of the derknoss of our day e new society is

beng born, end its foundations shall not rust on force end erm p -ments, but will rust an the sete end immovable foundations of co-operation, brotherhood and peecu."

(From "Looking Beckwerds end F orwerds" 1935 per Carolyn
Mercian).6. NOTES : d4eckney Rorough CounOil.is consioureing P scheme for PMUrben Studio Untre in Hfcknoy, which would provide r focus fortwnvironeu.ntri eduee tion.both for loc • l schools end for adults pnclwould h

ouse various relevent facilities, probably including r'Nevins. U.1 
shell follow this with interest.

We ere conaiderino P River Trip in may to the Themes Pico :OrrTler when en c ( p lonotion of its o pe retion will be given.fencer informetion will be given et the April Meeting.
4Assgismr
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