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SUMMER NEWSLETTER : JULY 1980,

The Society's "Journal" 40,3 is now I
e hould bg auallablg in the autumn, [t i: %:?lh22dgi {
Bry ond is o bergaintati60p i iThe Project: oiuse Peplaa o ol
matthlas) S 2 cultural centre received overwvhelming su 2pal
lic figetdng ENE LG UY th? 23‘“ May, and we now pupit farthzgo;t XLk
E The gnnual gubscrlptzon (£1) is due on the lst Octob evalcp -
Big be paid to Miss Lenham, 39 Harbingér Raoad, London : lzr 2nd
jeceive your programme for 1980/81 which contains something }n g
the sportsman, the 'Dickensian', the musician (inciudi;ng LAk
wortina playlng), the hospital visitor, the historian anog ron?
fcrovler! Incldentally, members are remindod that there i:venbthe
fpencroft Road Library in which the Sociaety places a lot of o8ds end

relative to tast London Histery., Ask to sge i
i e 1t next time you go

of the printers
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7 A INHENT (2)

Further to my Article in the last Summer Neuw
b type of femily entertainment which appeared in iézt;ziiyllggg?sto s
Byiding @ change.From the weekly visit to thg local music hall or

¢re, or the "silentSRilmsy Something new was coming over thg air

a studiO‘i? Sayoy Hill off the Strand, I lived in Poplar and thsre
_?great activity in back yards where the washing-line pole was put to
fby hanging a length of wire to an insulator, extending it té the
Bgth of the yerd and fixing to the house. A lead was attached connect-
§ to the recelving set and an earth wire placed into the ground cutside
BN uindow. The set was composed of coils of uwire with » small cylinder
b vhich wes Llnserted a 'cat's whisker' which had tc be manipulated to
8 » 'scnsitive' spo t on the crystal situated in an ad jacent container.
thout 2 proper “contact" of these items;, no results could be obtainad.
jelly, tuvo eerphones were attached to a8 band which went over the head
f they uvere adjustable so that two persons could iisten at the same time,

So came the music, plays, tslks, and all the items connected with
Bils necwv type of entertainment, There were requlsar announcers such as
h Snegge, Raymond Glendenning, Alvar Liddell, Frank Phillips .and
ers. As time progressed, all these names became houschold words. -
} 6.8.C.{renamed from 2L0) who had first put this innovation into svery-
f use, broadcast every item of interest throughout the British isles
the four corners of the earth. It became pert of sveryday life and
oroed their influence on the general public, relayed from their more
@fern headquarters at Portland Place.. I think one of the most popular
@n: of entertainment was the Dance band, a8 large amount of time being
Bloc-ted to live brosdcasts from hotels -and clubs, All the different
Phds had many fans and naturally each group thought their choice the
@8t. The fovcurite night was Saturday night from 10,30 to 12.00. The
IfEst 1 hoerd in my house in Poplar were the Savoy Orpheans, Savoy
#ber- & the Selina Four, Debroy Somers, Housrd Jacobs and Billy Nayerl.
er, there were the Savoy Hotel Orpheans conducted by Carroll Gibbons
the Savay Hotel in London. Then came Ambrose and his Orchestra
 Lhe Mayfair Hotael, broadcast live from the ballroom eufry Sgturdey
Y, commencing with the signeture tune."Uhen day ls‘donek. Hli many
L hought his Orchestra and singers were the “DaddY‘_OF the 1o i- u
fCidentally, I understand that Bert Ambrose startedlhls careegtpﬂayé)g
B violin at & cinems in Mile End Road, elmost opposite dgshas: b 22 '
_t7eTe uere fMax Goldberg, Tommy McQuater, Teddy Foster, [Sc tieiuis
_S?vis, George Chisholm, Maxie Bacon (drummer & 51nger),b L Sar 38 s
bole, Joe Jeanette, Billy Anstell, Bert Barnes, fronted by V
L Crawiy s n {(who commenced her
Larlisle, Sam Browne, Ann Shelton, Vera Lyn ( 4. of course
€Cr nt poplar Baths at 2 dance show by Houard Baker) end, :

ed
21 0031 (he Bienda pomened ), | They £000 2307 Cepesred at Bucking:
s« cn = 1 helis. ey @ _ 7 ;
.-, -trdon Palladium eand other pasie dite e B o two of their s
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. -*?Ce playing. to the Royal Family.
-°S "Uhen day is done" with a chang ab
PErs Ball" Absclute! Instrumental! Parfectlion: S

- vided
_ Yhot 3 wealth of entertainment these Followézg bgggi gggUiéihé-;ﬁ
;astagﬁs and dance halls to “wireless® broadg:zkfﬁgckson.-Jéﬁkfﬁéng
R lotnde &7 music, Lew Stone, Rt ok i Vet el




5 ance Orchestra,
Honry Hall, B88C Da Howard BekseT,

Fred £lizealdl,

!mantovani, £dmundo Ross,
Billy Cotton, Ray Noble,
‘Gonella and meny others.
ICogan, Alan Breseze,
' 1933 to 1939 were full of
'l not deter the bends

'l course,

| g e ive the same time to
seem to g S and many of the nam

| ppssed from the scene. In
! gether in ons orchestra re
| days of inflation.
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i did. 50 passucd an era,
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| THADES IRON UORKS.

In 19389 the Admira

' defunct Thomes Iron Works,

' the mouth cf the River Lea

| estarn Dock. | They wereg i

| rapeirs had to be uffected

the Admiralty uwes to use t

' vessels and smell supply s
1y 500 tons. Ships would
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2% Aln February™1948,
high tides. Two vessele w
an Admiraity frigatao, zqd
ang ebopt 250 mun wore omp

pbput 12,30 p.m. warnings were given by the Chargeband fitter (an empl. .
ee of Herlend & Wolff Ltd) end by a fir.3John Hoskins (a cripple carutonc:

Michapl Halliday

frcm providing
a1l this happened bofore the adv

9 »
<. Roy, Sid Ray,
Chorlie KufZ, Harry 3¢ Tarnent,

: Billy
Jack Hylton'on’ Roy Fox, N2t

. ipt
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Al nglé{ﬁers. Those years.rr{,
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rchestras at the BBC "Wireless ore
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51ng and mo

° nd eve
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S first-class synco

any case,
gularly, would be u

John Blake.

] o, thE o
er two drydocks belonging tc _
e itusted on the eastern sidu gf

These were S1i
and were called the Eastern Dock and the

n a deplorable condition @nd alte?atloﬁg ?nd:

Lefore they could be usedy Thet intention of
hese docks 2s a sm
hips (including wooden ships) : _
be floated in cn high tide and floating crice

entrance of the docks and secured. The
or rested on blocks and the water pumped cut.

the Lea experiesnced s series of exceptionzli,

oG N dryvdockise bethdsiitime ., ‘the, "Loch Killae®
the “"William H,DantelsMt, a8 Canadian Loke becatl.

loyed on them by tre Admiralty.  One dgay, =t

that the itidal unter was coming over the head of the caisson and thot

a8 buckling under the strain,

lunch 2nd the rest werc ab

Abcut ten minutes
the veight of water and hu
Dock’ vacrying the wrecked
uas‘coarplod up intc the ‘=i
dock, | She'then swept back
the air 1ike corks,
small bulldings, tcol-shed
Dock causing the "{Loch Kil

upright. She rose into th
port side. The watcers rec
Yard and
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caisson 2and other debris, The "Wm.H.Danicls"
r about 40-50 ft, creshing into the head of :
tearing the blocks adrift and thay shot i1ntc

The surge of water swept ocrass the Yord wrecking
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