s Leaden I okens Jelegraph 008 e
Editen: David Powell

U free newsletter to all who share our interest in these fascinating and eften enigmatic pieces. Please send the editor at least ene
300 dpi JPEG scan, ex a sharply focused photo print, of any intevesting leaden tofien ox tally in your collection. Send images as
email attachments to dmpowell@waitrose.com ex david@powellS 041 freesewe.couk. Please note that u.ef. 19 Upril 2008 the old
LT Tediter@acl.cem addiess is ne longer active.

Picture Gallery

A collection of 18th cent larger flan pieces this month, all around the 24-28mm range; none of the neat or-
dering of last month’s pewter, but a pleasant range of patination on display. A very large star, perhaps in-
tended to be the sun, in Fig.1; the reverse AG/1724, too poor too illustrate, indicates that it was made in the
year of Britain's third-last total solar eclipse, which may be significant. In identical patina, Fig.2; atype
11 depicting a rather unusual flask, which one imagines it might be rather difficult to stand up. The re-
verse is a pleasingly robust but very ordinary 6-petal flower; both are of Cambridgeshire origin..

Fig.3 invites a guess, but seems to suggest the idea of a man standing, holding the letters B and H in out-
stretched arms; however, | could be wrong. Equally, it could be a complex merchant mark. The piece isa
chunky 19.56 gm, and is reputed to have come form Devon; not a common county for lead.

Fig.4 looks as if it might be based on the dump halfpennies and farthings of George I, which means that it
dates from around 1720. It weighs 13.53, is uniface and comes from an uncertain location in Kent. We
have seen Georgian heads on Romney Marsh leads before.

Nothing too remarkable about Figs.5 or 8, other than to remark that some of the subvarieties of common
types seem to come up time and time again; about time to start listing them soon, methinks. Not perhaps
so much an extension of the classification system, other than a set of distinct themes to look out for , par-
ticularly under certain of the more common types, which are starting to emerge the more specimens we
examine. There may be some articles on the subject in 2009. These two show variants of the cartwhesel.

Even initias can be, and are, often ambiguous. Looked at one way, Fig.6 looks to be a fairly clear "IR”,
with the crossbar so common to the “1” of the day; but seen another way to looks to be an equally obvious
“FR”. Isthat an upper crossbar, or an imperfection on the flan induced by a fault in the die.? A coin with
such afault might get discarded; with lead tokens, it isal part of the fun of the game.

Fig.7 is another of those “is it, isn't it” type 9 geometrics; a possibly meaningless set of lines but which
might add up to something. In this case a boat is one possibility. Plain and to the point, Figs.9 and 10; the
former with some pretence of style, the latter none at al. Type 30, nine pellets and four respectively; the
numbers significant or random?
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More class about Fig.11, one of the most humorous representations of a bird | have seen; a chunky 19.24
gm from Surrey, somewhere round the Hogs Back area. The reverse is avery ordinary cartwheel. Fig.12
is also amusing, but in a very different way; it doesn’t seem to know whether it wants to be an anchor or a
plant. Some types you might expect to produce hybrids quite often, but those two seem a rather unlikely
combination.

Fig.13 is another very pleasant hybrid; two outer
rings, with a 6-petal inside. One maybe, but two is
unusual. The reverse has sender, finely-cut initials,
“WA”. It comes from Cambridgeshire.

Fig.14 shows a hybrid which | have only fairly re-
cently become aware of, but have now seen several examples of. It consists of atype 7 grid which is less
clearly-defined than as usual, but on which the would-be blemishes turn out on closer inspection to be
characters, probably initials but possibly numbers. They don’t read easily, but they are the main subject
matter; the grid is but a backdrop. Finally, Fig.15; a delightfully crude star or sun, or a deficient cart-
wheel? Dubious enough to call atype 26/3 hybrid, but I’'m going for the star.

---------
Clat et iatY

J spy, with my little eye, sameliody beginning with X

| am sometimes asked, when provided with a two-initial type 2 token and an approximate findspot,
whether | can tell the enquirer anything about the issuer. | have written before on the improbability of be-
ing able to do this, due to the extreme common nature of most initial pairs, but for good measure | include
at the end of this issue { on page 5} atable, based crudely on Williamson, which gives some idea of the ap-
proximate frequency distribution of each initial pair, per million people, in the 17th century. It might alter
very dlightly in other centuries due to changing naming patterns, but | suggest not significantly.

One initial falls to put in an appearance anywhere, as either forename or surname, in any of Williamson's
12,700 or so entries; as you may guess, “X”. An “X” on a lead token appears often enough, and we have
merely to decide whether it isadoodle, a cartwheel {type 3}, across {type 14}, or apair of crossed swords
or batons {type 27}. If a doodle, we decide which of the other types it was most likely meant to be; but
never, never, do we put it in type 2.

It is not generally known except amongst geneal ogists and historians, however, that, “X” being the symbol
of Christ, a fair proportion of Christophers, abbreviated heir name to “Xpofer” or “Xofer” to save them
selves the hasse of writing eleven letters when all the Toms, Dicks and Harrys in this world could get
away with 3,4 or 5 respectively. Such abbreviations may be found from time to time in parish registers,
and aso in indices referencing lists of old documents. A Christina might, also, smilarly abbreviate, d-
though | have never seen one.

There are 84 people in Williamson whose names begin with “Chris’ or “Kit”, but none of them use “X”.
Perhaps the old form was going out of fashion by the 1650s, but herewith a
pewter piece from perhaps half a century earlier, on which an “X” appears
clearly to be an initial { magnification factor 1.5}. Xerxes, Xavier, Xeno-
phon or Christopher? Whichever, he seems to have good taste in his choice
of reverse; a bear-like creature { perhaps a dog}, with sprigs above and be-
low. The piece is 13mm diameter, and a Thames-side find.

Old English writing also had one or two other abbreviations, still current in the Secretary Hand script of
the 1500-1650 period; of these one, arather elaborate ornamented P-like symbol for “per” or “pro”, usu-
aly occurs at the start of aword. Whether it {or any others} ever occurred as an initia | rather doubt, a-
though it might be worth looking out for.



Datestones an Fouses - Gindred to tefrens?

Tokens are not the only objects to bear dates and initials during the 17th and 18th centuries. A display of
datestones from houses and other buildings here; if you looks at their style, and in the case of the more
complex ones their doodles and other subject matter, you will find some of them not so far removed from
the tokens of the times.
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1676, top left, is on the side of an old inn, and depicts all manner of objects which you might find on a
main series 17th cent token. 1652, bottom left, exhibits two objects, rather than letter, flanking its date;
unable to get as near as | wanted, but the right one looks like atower. What did they indicate?

1694, top right, contains a heart and two pelletless crosses; nearer the sort of features we get on lead, here,
as aso in the ornamentation of 1684, bottom right. Did any of their iconography derive from the same
sources? Some graffiti from probably a much earlier age, bottom middle, which again would be at home
on alead. The rectangles of the third row one feels, if taken out of context, could easily be communion
tokens, although 18th cent rather than 17th. 1723, middle of 3rd row, looks like an Aberdeenshire CT of
the early 19th cent. Some early-mid 19th stones, although less ornate, also look very CT-like.

The examples shown are al from or near the Y orkshire Dales, where they are common; in Somerset, by
contrast, | found very few. Which causes one to wonder, how the geographical and date distribution of
these stones correlates with that of dated tokens? Not very much, one would think, but it does no harm to
contempl ate!



Fancy Cavying a Few of These Around?

In reply to our question in March as to whether the counties such as Berks,
Oxon and Gloucs had a tendency to monopolise the largest lead tokens,
how about this magnificent 60mm piece, that’s a huge 2.4”, from northern
Nottinghamshire, near Retford? 44mm is about our next biggest to date, so
what was such a monster used for?

“Tom lob 1724”; that is a clear enough inscription to read, but should it be
interpreted Lob{b}, or Job{b}? The International Genealogical Index
{IGI} shows strong indication that Lobb was a surname associated pre-
dominantly with Devon and Cornwall, so most likely | is used for Jin the
normal way and Job{ b} is indicated; however, here let me tell you a story.
One of my grandmothers has a markedly West Country surname, which | have researched way back, and
there are several small pockets of origin, scattered around the borders of Somerset or just over its borders
in Wiltshire or Devon. With one exception; shortly after Monmouth's rebellion, a whole branch suddenly
springs up in Nottinghamshire. Perhaps Thomas Lobb was another Westcountryman who, in the 1680s,
felt the need to make himself scarce? although, regrettably the Notts IGI does not support this. Neither,
however, does it now of many Jobbs either, and of the few it does, none are called Thomas. Nor were
there any Y obbs in those days; at least, not in name.

It is sad not to be able to crack the derivation of such a magnificent piece, especially when the condition is
so good and the name moderately scarce; however, one thing we can say about Thomas is that, from his
dress, he was almost certainly asquire. He has arather arrogant bearing, which sits well with the extrava-
gance of such a huge piece, and the engraver has taken more trouble with the portraiture than is normally
the case with crude lead. Thereis shape to the head, to the hair, to the hat; detail, right down to the wart on
the cheek.

One possibility remains, but again we have to dismiss it: Job 1724 could be a biblical text. Not that the
subject looks particularly divine, nor is there the dot that one would expect between 17 and 24 were it a
text. Anyway, Job 17 has only sixteen verses; therefore, end of that theory as well.

---------
Clat et iatY

What are these four letters in the angles?

| deliberately held back one of John Dunsford's pieces last month
for discussion. It is of a style occasionally seen, where there ap- [
pear to be four characters, sometimes definitely letters of the al- #&&
phabet, sometimes more arguably so { ornamentation being the al-
ternative}, in the four quarters of a cross. Immediately that hap-
pens, the piece becomes much more interesting than an ordinary, =
straight-forward type 14. What do the letters stand for,

and do any particular combinations occur with regular- | WANT BACK ATTHRER CRANES
. ISSUES ? you have any lead tokens with
Ityo part of theif legend reachng
You can view ALL AT THREEg
. . back issues at lease contact
Reader Tony Pilson has a theory, which sounds reason- | ,,\ww leadtokens hil Mernick

who is researching them.

able, that AHCT occurs reasonably often and has .org.uk Email: phil@mernicks.com
somesuch meaning as Alms House Charity Token; Phone:020-8980-5672
moreover he reports that some of them are dated, usu-
ally somewhere in the range 1675-1800. There may be| WANT TO READ MORE ABOUT LEADEN
other combinations, not exactly similar because of dif- TOKENS AND TALLIES?

ferences of local terminology, which mean approxi- Buy Treasure Hunting Magazine
mately the same. Write in with your observations, where you’ll ﬁnd articles on LT&T topics occa-
please; we'll ook forward to hearing. sionally published.
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