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Editorial Note:

The Newsletter is edited, typeset and produced
by Rosemary Tavlor with the assistance of an
editorial team comprising Philip Mermick,
Dareen Kendall, David Behr, and Doreen
Oishortie.

Our gralelul thanks go o all the contrbutors
of this edition of the newsletier. We have
decided te put together anoiber newsletier to
incorporate the Programme for 2007-2008.
Leners and articles on East End history and
reminiscences are always welcome and we
make every effort to publish smitable matenial
Whalst hand-wiitten articles are aceeptable,
ftems of interest that are Bypewnticn or cven
berter sull, on disk will get priority!!

Enguiries to Doreen Kendall, 200 Pulcaux
House. Cranbrook Estate, Bethnal Green,
Landon E2 ORF, Tel: 0208 981 76RO, ar Philip
Memuck, vinail, phil@marsicks com

All quenes regarding membership should be
addressed 10 Harold Mermick, 42 Campbell
Road, Bow. London E3 4DT

Check out the History Society s websie at
www castloodonlstony org. uk.

The present committee are: Philip Memick.
Chaimman, Doreen Kendall, Secretary, Harold
Memick, Membership, David Behr,
Programme, Ann Sansom, Doreen Osborne,
Bob Dunn. and Rosemary Taylor.
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MEMORIAL RESEARCH

Doreen and Diane Kendall. with
Doreen Osbome and other volunteers
continue their work in the Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park meticulously
researching graves and recording
memorial inscniptions. They would
welcome any help members can ofter.
This labour of love has grown mnto a
praject of enormous proportions and
complexity, with an impressive
database of graves researched, with
illustrations attached. Unfortunatety.
due 1o the pressure of work. Doreen and
Diane cannot undertake any research on
behalf of individuals, but would
welcome any information that has been
uncovered through personal searches.
Meet them in the Park on the 2nd
Sunday of every month at 2 pm.

One of the chapels in Tower Hamiets
Cemetery, damaged duning the Sccond World
War, and subsequenily demolished.

Cover Picture: the Bow and Bromley
Institute from a 1904 dated posteard. Note the
Rryant & May fountam to the night. Only a
few courses of brick survive at the rear of the
current Enterprise Car Hire site.
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East London History Society
Programme 2007-2008

hursday 13 Seplember 2007

East Londun Social Hislory i Post Cards
Ray Mewton & John Tachy

Thursclay 25 Octoler 2007

Seven How parishioners — aspects of Bow
Church and Parish
Rev. Michael Pect

fprecedid by AGM at 7.00)

Thursday 29 November 2007

The Muvver Toague — Cockney dialect
Roben Baritrop

Thursday 13 December 2007

Same more Muslc Hall
Chris Sumner

Thursday Ll Janwary 2HE
Title to be confirmed

Andrew Crray

' 22F : 2ik0

To be conlirmed

ELIS Sowslefier Amomn YFHE

Thursday f March 2048

The History of the Ca-ocperative mavemenl
in Lendon
SEn Newens

Thursday 11 April 2004

Cuick Tongues & Big Hearts - some East
End YWomen hefure the First War
Pat Francs

Thursday 11 May 2008

Ta be conflirmed

The lectures are held on Thursday evenings
at 7.30 pm in the Larimer Congrogational
Church Hall, Erncst Street, E1. Ernest
Street is between Harford Street and
Whitcharse Lane, off Mile End Road
(Opposite Queen Mary and Westiield
College). The nearest Undergrownd Stations
ar¢ Mile End and Swepney Green.

Bus Nu. 25,

Suggestions and ideas for future topics and’'or
speakers for our Lecture Programme are
always welcomed. IT vou can suggest someone
or indeed if vou would hke w give a alk
yourself, please do come abong to the Open
Lvening i May, and meet David Behr, our
Programme co-ordinabior,

Alermatively, email our Chairman Philip

Memick at phil@memicks.com with your

comments and suggestions.



Archive Awareness Campaign
2007

Culldhail Library Manoscripts Section is
holding o sonies of froe events ad part of Archive
Awareness Campingh 2007, The senes aims to
encourage the wse of archives by family and local
historians, Some sessions will include the
uysoriunity Lot stiendees o see examples of
docurments. Or vou may book ot @ 1our behind the
seenes of Ouildhall Eibrary, These free events
commence i the Guildhall Library Whittington
Hovm al 2p.m. on the following days:

[fith September 2007 "The records of 5t Paal's
Cathedral". Stephen Frevth, Guildhall Librasy,
Toelbowed by w visit o 51 Paul's Cathedral
Library. Jo Wisdom, St Paul’s Cathedral. (2hrs).
13 peaple maximum.

An imtroduction fo the records of S1 Panl's
Cathedral foliowed by an oppomunity 1o visit the
Cathedral Library. NB: access o St Paul's
Cathedeal Libegry i vis the Geometric sairs (%
stepsl and s not cuntable for sufferers from ventige,

17 Oetober 2007 *John Newten: "a monument
of grace” . Marvlynn Rowse, The fohn Nawian
Project. (1he). 20 people maxmmum,

John Newton's story is extrsordinary - a satlor
flogged for desertion, a slave, a slave trader and a
slave abalitionist, Author of the lamous hymn
Amgeziy Giraoe, he was mentor 1 William
Wilberforce for twenty yvears.

28" Detober 2007 Behind the scenes tour of the
Manuscripts Scction store and Coaservation
warkshop. (1hr 15 minwes). 16 people maximum.

Coome and see how the rusenpis are stored,
Meet the conservators and see whal projects they
arg waorking on. Discover how 1o care for vour
HCANUres.

T Nowember 2007: %A Place in the Sun: fire
insurance records for bocat and family history™,
Drenda Griffish-Williams, A Place m the Sun.

I Thr. 20 people maximuim.

An introduction to fire insurance records a5 a
source of information on London househaldets and
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iraders in the carly 1%h ceniry (i.e. pre 1837}, of
imterest for family, social and business historians,

27" Navember 2007 “City of London and
Livery Company Frecdum Records™. Flizabeth
Scudder, London Metropalitan Archives and
Philippa Smith, Guildhall Library. ¢ Thr 30 mms},
20 peaple maximum.

An introduction 1o the ase and interpretation of the
Freedom Recards of the City of London and of
City of London Livery Companies. The session
will provide an opportunity to see expmpics of
relevant documents and 1 diseusy their content,
Yosu will find Lhis semirar wseful iC you ane
unfamiliar with the use of City of London and
Livery Company Freedom Records and would like
Lo b e, v e ineerested in family ar
social history: and vou have an interest in the
history of the City of London.

6" Lecember 2007: Hehind the scenes tour of the
Manuscripts Section siere and Conservation
workshop. (lhr |5 mizuies). 146 people maximum.

Come and see how the manuscnipts ane stored.
Meet the conservators and see whitl projects they
are warking on. DHseaver how o care for your
treasures, Numbers are fimited, Pleasc bonk 1n
advance by telephoning 920 7332 18632, You are
welcorme o come on the day and see if there are
any places avmlable.

The Manuscripts Section of Guildhall [ibrary is
the hocal record office for the City of London (the
“Square Mile™), apart from the records of the Crty
of London Corparation which are sepasately
administered. Its holdings date from the 117
century and include ecclesiastical and probate
records, records of City wards and parishes, and of
around 80 of its livery companies. 11 also holds
considerable business and commercial archives,
mcluding the London Stock Exchange, Lloyd'™s of
Lordoo and the London Chamber of Cotnmerce.

For further wnformation contacy.

Guildhall Library Manuscripts Section
Aldermanbury

London EC2V THH

Tel: G200 T332 18632

Textphone: 020 T332 3802

Froanl

man:scripts. puildhallia ciryoflondon. gov, uk
Woebsite: www history sc.uk gh



Twelvetrees

! guess it would be reasonable to assume thar
somewhere in the history of the Kent town of
Sevenoaks there must have been at sometime
Seven Oak Trees. As too 1 suppose with the
village of Five Oak Green - also in Kent. So
berw about Twelvetrees in Bromley-By-Bow
London E3, would the same crterta apply?
Let me digress a hitle.

1 was bormn in 1925 at Hawgood Street, Bow
Common, London E3 in a two up two down
tvpe of house 1vpical of that area; there were
seven of us as a family living npstairs, with
Aunt Lizzwe and her brood downstairs. At
sometime in 1926/7 we were re-housed in a
recently built block of flats m Bromley, its
postal addeess bewng 153a, St Leonard's
Streel. Bromley-By-Bow, London E3, 1t was
right next door to Bromley Gas Works with
the Mulberry Tree pub sandwiched in
between.  Slum clearance was taking place
and the demalition sites were our ol of school
plavgrounds. Through my streer wandenngs
of Poplar, Bow, aud the fringes ot Stepney and
Stratford, there wasn't a street or road name
that T didn’t know. Then suddenly in the nmdst
of all this, the Nats we lived in were given a
name - TWELVETREES HOUSE! The postal
address now became 1552, Twelvernees
House, St. Leomard’s Street. Bromley-byv-Bow
Londen L 3. Ai the ume there duin’t appear
to be any significance in this. the rent sill had
to be paid and the hfe we led remained much
the same, but somebody hil decided that the
flats were worthy of a name and came up with
Twelvetrees!

Today. in iy remaniscent years, | began to
porider the reasan for this, why Twelvetrees -
had someone at the time fousnd 12 trees in the
grounds of the local gas-works, (whose pas-
holders the flats looked out on). or perhaps o
was to avoid the confusion with the buildings
{Coventry Cross) that were i the stages of
eonstrugLion further down the road, but why
Twelvetrees! Whatever the reason, the ‘bug’
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had bitten and 1 needed to find oul. Then the
question  where do | stare? The MHats
themselfves no longer exist - even though they
survived the war - having been demolished to
ntake way for the Blackwall Tunnel Approach
Road. but the name Twelvetrees Crescent has
been grven to one of its contnibutory roads as
well as to an adjiecent busingss park, but
nothing further te satisly my quest of wanting
to know,  Vanous sources via the internet
seemned to bning me antabisingly close but
nothing positive to convinee mqe that thix was
its reason, and then it happened. A phone call
tram the Essex Record Office told me that
they did have a printed article that may be of
interest o me, would 1 hke it forwarded!
Needless to say its arrival was cagerly awaited
and when revealed gave me the yut feching
that this was . Dated July 4th 1862 11 came
from the Essex Weekly News written as pan
of a senes on Essex Commercial Enterpnses.
It began as follows: The former papers of this
senes have been devoted o iHustrations of
establishments within the boundaries of Essex.
bui the present one will be an exception tio the
rule and take the reader in mnggination across
the River Lea mto the adjeining county of
Middlesex. The mere width of the stream
however separaies the spot from our own
county, ko that we hardiy fa¢l it necessary 10
attempt an apology for over stepping it in
order to visit the *Manufactory of Mr Harper
Twelvetrees, situated at Rromley-By-Bow”™,

This had to be i1, its reading showed too many
coincidences for it 1o be otherwise. The
mention of Three Mill Lane, linpenal Works
along with other factors offered proof to that.
So here [ was lookmg at 2 sumame rather than
some other meaning.

I remembered there was a works in lmpenal
Strect, andd there was a Three Mill Lane. - -
which we used as a shorteut o Siratford via
the River Lea tow-path - but better
remembered for its pawnshop at ils junction
with St. Leonard's Street. As for the name of
I'welvetrees - never heard of . Reading
further into the article the reader 15 taken on a
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tour of the premises and works by Mr. Harper
Twelvetrees covering “nine acres of ground,
that compnisc manufactonies, workshops and
stores in which 500 people arc consiantly
oceupied in the preparation of an almaost
endless variery of uscful amicles all adapted
coonomise time, labour and moncy m the
homes of English people™. S0 what were
thiese products of such acclaim that appear
have had made the name Twelvetrees a
household word. An advertisement in 1860
gives a list of over 13 laundry and household
products from Scaps, Washing Powders, Black
Lead. Inks, and Baking Soda. Even Wningers
and Mangles. the list seems endless.

lut what of the man himscl? Well present
day mformation seems very scant, but from
what | have been able o glean he proves to
have been a rather extraordimary man, He was
enc of 10 children boarmn o Willlam
Twelvetrees and his wife Anna Haems in
Biguleswade, Bedfordshare, in the year [823.
His father. a carpenter in Brggleswade. 15
credited for the building of the Town Hall.
Harper at the age of 14 apprenticed himself to
g local printerbook seller who 2 years later
died. Harper was thep asked if he would rake
over the running of the business and although
only aged 16, accepted. He spent many early
morming hours studying hacd trom books of
vanous subjects, coupling this alongside his
learning’s from the business. Full of
confidence it s¢ems he decided in 1845 10
begin his own company and set up in business
it another part of Bedfordshire. Sometume
later he marries, and along with his wile Mary
and son Wilham comes o London 1o venture
inte the manufacturing of Laundry Products.
It seems however that this venture really didn’t
get ofF the ground theough financial
restrictions in the wav of government taxes.
Sadly on 3rd of March 1849 his wife Mary
dies.

The 1851 Census shows thus;--

Harper Twelvetrees - Head - 27yrs - Widr - b
Haggleswade - Wholesale Drysalterese
Willlam H - 3on - 2 y1s - b Dunstable
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Thirza Twelvetrees - Sister - 23 - unm - b
Biggleswade

Rosa Twelvetrees - Saster - 19 - unm - b
Riggleswade

Richd Twevetrees - Brother- 17 - b -
Bigeleswade - Ralway Ageit GNR
Frederic Twelvetrees - Brother - 15 - b -
Biggleswade - Merchants Clerk

Marv A Lane - Secvant - 15 - b - Walworth -
House Servant

Norfolk Cottages, Peckham, Camberweli
Surrey,

Later. Harper remarries to a lady named
Isabella Noble whose father had a printing
business in Boston, Lincoelnshire. Eooking to
retiremient his father-in-law proposed thar
Harper joined s son in the company forming
a family amalgamation, and this he did.  But
il seems Harpess fiost love of laundry produsets
came to the fore and around the year 1853
decided to leave Boston and head for London
where he ok up residence in Hackney,
Shortly after, he began manulactunng his
laundry procducts ia a factory in Goswell Road.
[slington. Loodon. Some 3 ycars later, the
forever anlabvus sid enterprising |larper
moved on, having found premises within a
factory complex in Three Mill Lane Bromiey-
by-Bow, London E. a situation that permitted
the Harper family 1o become resident within
the company grounds.

The 1861 Census shuws Tien thas,-—
Harper Twelvetrees - Head - 37yrs - Bom
Biggleswade - Manutactunng Chemigals -
Emploving 250 Work People.

Isabella - Wife - 32y - b Boston

William H - Son - 12 yrs < b Dunstable -
Bedfordshire

Walter N - Son - 3 yi» - b Buston -
Lincolnshire

Florence R - Dau - 2 vrs - b Hackney -
Middlesex

Along with a Beother-in-Law, Nephew, and 2
Servants, The address given as Three Mill
Lane. Poplar, Middlesex.



My requests for research matenal from vanous
sources had begun to filter through, and from
their study 1 began to get a wider picture of
ths extraordinury man. We read that it wasn’t
long betore vistonary Harper had expanded the
factory premises by taking over the buildings
of 2 other companies that were on sit¢ when he
first armived, so he was now ahlc to put a name
to hus manufacturing enterprise naming it
Imperal Works,

Denng his fime at Bromley, Harper began o
exercise and reflect the intellest of his
learming’s. His cariy book studies made hm a
recognisable figure in the world of litcrature
and the Street Dircctory of 1865 lists him as
presrdent of The East London Parltamentary
Reform Association as well as president of
Bromley Literary Association, his son Witham
hiing Hon. Sccretary.  1n dus positicn, he was
anxious to encourage the cultivation of hiterary
tastes amongst his emplovees and members of
the Bromiey Literary Association, this in a
metropalitan district which up to that time had
been greatly neglected. He encouraged people
to write and resolved o give prizes to the best
of the esxays, and these latier became hnown
as "The Bromiey Prize Essays'.

As well as becoming a well known
mdustrialist his benevolent side began 1o show
through, He built a number of cottages for his
workers and their famlies, and set up a lecture
hall within the factory complex offcimg iis usc
10 the community as a whele. He began a
book library and instituted evening classes for
further education.  All employees had to join
the company sick scheme making their own
contributions that would entitle them 1o agreed
benefits when 1o need. Other inittanves were
mtrenfuced such os a savings baik, clothing
and boot club, this along with the
cncouragement 1o form social organisations in
the field of sport and music.

An element of religious worship was also
fostered. the lecture hall being used for the
purpose with semviees conducted by mimisters
of all denominations.  Harpers wife lsabella
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was a member of the Dorcas seciety and
engouraged the woman of the neighbourhasd
to attend sewing classes afong with other
women's activities.  Prominent and
distinguished speakers from all over the
country were invited to give lectunes and
addresses within the hall, no doubt induced by
Harper wha at this ime was a Fellow of the
Roval Seciery of Literature with conncetions
to many other notahle ussociations. So not just
an industnahist, but a philanthropist oo and all
this pre-dates the hkes of Rowntree and
Leverhulme by many years. On New Years
Day in 186! a social evening of lus emplovees
was attended by Harper and his famly,
unheknown to him his manager, on behalf of
his workers, presented Harper with a most
clegant time prece as a token of their love and
respect towards im. His wife [sabella wus
also presented with a beautiful ning set with
Rubies as a tribute of thanks from those to
whose wants and cares she had from time to
trme administered.

In the month of April 186&1 there was a
vacaney for the representation of the borough
of Marylebone ot a parliamentary candidate;
Mr Harper put hamself forward as a Liberal.
On a show of hands, the returning ofticer
ulimateiy declared in his opponents favour,
atthough there was an element of doubd if this
was 0. Amidst of all this achievement and
success, Harper must have shocked the world -
he puts his busingss up for sale!  One can only
speculate the reason, health perhaps?  Hardly
retirement for he was only 42. The complete
estahlishment was sold to 4 imited company -
Genetal Trading Company - for close on

£54 004

In the year of 1865, the company went into
hguidation and as a consequence Harper was
declared a bankrupt only having recéived one
payment of £791-5s-0d of the agreed
purchastng price. His own personal solutions
to the rurmoil were rejected by the hguidators.
Tvpical of the man, he hattled back and with
the aid of his fmends was evenually
discharped. The judge on grantng the order

a
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commented thar, “The Bankmupt was entitled
to great svipathy on dccount of his severe
lasses ard that it must always be a matter of
greal regret 1o find o persaon who, (rom a
posiion o affluence, had fallen through his
connection with Public Companies”™

The shgmma of being a Bankmpt would not
have gone down well with Hamer, particularly
as le was the mnocent paity, a victim of
circumstance. #nd in selling the busingss he
would have made some provision within the
agreement for the welfare of his emplovees, so
tor it to revalve into this mess must have been
sickening to im, S0 making sure there were
na legal infringements he sel up another
factory wodder the title of - Hacper Twelvetrees
and Son, Cordova Works. Grove Road. Bow
Lotufon. . Sale manufactures of Hamper
Twelvetrees original patent GLYCERINE
sOAP POWEDER, In circulating his price Tist
he added: *'We respecttully inform our
Wholesile and Lxpon customers, that having
L'i.'-ll?i-idl:l-i:ll.ll}‘ UIIEH]EL’JJ LLIE Ty Hnuurm.'lwillg
Premmises, we now posscs uncqualled facilmes
fiar the execution of orders, for a continuance
of which we will fisel preatly honoured and
obliged”.

There is very little evidence at this stage of
Harpers Tontlwormang mdustial hife, abihough
the 1871 Census shows him to be *Retired”
and Leving at, 9, Shore Road Hackney
London. along with *Wife tsabella, Daughter
Florence and Sons Witliam, Edwin and
Hlerbert, " Some M years Tater on the 1881
Census they have moved agam to 223, Everng
R, Comon, Maddx, wall Harpser bsted as a
Laundry Engineer, aged 57, Wife Isabella 15
still with bim ¢52) as are Florenee (22), Edwin
(1% and Herbert {15) and one scrvant cook.
Wilham {32} seems 10 have lown the nest,
However, from the research paperwork we
begin to sense that ai the age of 57 years.
Harpers health is begmmuyg o fad e 1o
October 1881 he drafis s will and in
Novemboer dics - the registration being
Degenber. Hackney, The obtaimng of his
death certificale shows that he had not been a
well man for a nimber of years, his death

FLHS Nawslomer Aularmn 20607

being attributed to "‘Chronie Bronchites ¢ E5-20
veard) - Pleam Disease.” - A lepaey perhaps
from his carly days of producing powdery
products at his Bromleyv-by-Bow factory,
coupled with hving m London and 1is sulphue
laden wintmy fogs. He was buried in the
prounds of the Old Meeting Baptist Church o
Biggleswade where his first wile was also
buried.

Araund 1968 the church was demolished to
make way for 8 new welephooe exchange and
the graves ‘removed’ to permat building work.
This was a civit procecding and it appears ne
registration of their further settlement was
kept. Mot a very distinguished ending for such
a proven gentleman.  Isabella hes wife
survived for some [6 vears lenger, her death
heing registered in Wandsworth in June 18t

| BT,

Mangle made by Hapree Twelvetiges Co.

At somelime in his indusmal life, Hamer
produced and published a *hand-book” titled
“The Science of Washing™, It wasn't a large
book and contaimed *The directions for
ceonemical and expeditious washing -
eachiog how o aveemplish a Tanaly sis weck
wash before breakfast for less than sixpence -
without a washerwoman, making washing
days ( the dread of mamied men } as guiel as
other days and warranted not to injure fabric”
Within the book were written Jeners and



extracts of letters addressed to Harper
wstifying to the excellence of his washing
directions. 1 he book is now housed in the Rare
Book Section of the Bntish Libriry and 15 not
available for loan.

There was ancther book that Harper became
famed for. and that was the story of “John
Anderson - The Runaway Slave’. (Prepared al
the reguest of the Jebn Anderson commitce
by Mr. Harper Twelvetrees. MA and John
Anderson himsekf.

Harper, along with other notable gentry
became o member of the Comnutiee of the
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society and
in particular Charman of the John Anderson
Commitize. John Anderson, as a slave in
America’s sputh, “escaped’ his captors and as
a fugitive made his way o Canada - then a
British colony. Makmg friends with the Anti-
Slavery movement he aveids extradition by
many deputations being presented toe the
Gowvernor General on s behalf,

He decides 1o come 1o England and on his
armival, one of the largest meetings ever held m
the metropolis assembled m Excter Hall for
the purpose of expressing it's sympathy with
John Anderson and offering him a cordial
welcome. Harper occupred the chairmanship,
the platform being presented by other
respected gentleman. Upon John Anderson’s
appearance on the platform - leaning on the
arm of Harper - he was received with “loud
ar! profonged cheering”™ The Chairman
{Harper) remunded the assembly “that they
were there for a philanthropic object, not for
any political or factious purpose, not for the
purpose of expressing an opinien on the
present crikis, they had met there that might - as
he understood - w do honour to their principles
as Philanthropists and Christians”  After a
bergthy speech embracing all his literary skills
he resumed his seat anrmidst lengthy and
enthusiastic applause.

In January 1932 an enguiry from a reader to
the deputy head hbranan of Poplar Library -
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Mr W B Thome - gave cause for him to 1ake
up the request that led him w an arca of

know ladge that at the time ke must have felt
had local historical interest. It concemed the
now detunct “Bow and Bromley Institute™ and
the individual most active in promoting its
work - Harper Twelvetrees,  Perhaps with the
awd of a telgphene and trade directory he came
dacross a company in London under the
lcadig of “Harper Twelvatrees Ltd. Mukers
of the *Villa® washing and mangling machine.
the address being City Road. Finsbury Squarc,
London. EC. Theaugh correspondence he
learned through the director of the company -
Kingston Smith - that it was believed thar
indeed Harper Twelvetrees was the Founder of
the company but was no longer associnted
with it so he was unable 10 further any other
information than that, He did however suggest
that a Mr. W. Noble Twelvetrees off Bedford
Hall (believed o be Harpers son) would be
able to be of more help.

A reply 1o a letter in that direction cane back
confirming that this Mr. W, Noble
Twelvetrees was indeed Harper’'s son and held
the position of being the present editor of a
technical magazine. Leners behind his name
suggested that he was an educated man.
Encouraged by this reply, the libranan phed
meany yuestions to the gentleman who readily
gave a greater insight to those days of his
vouth and his memories of the company and
the associates of has father.

He descrnibes Eversley House (the home of
the Twelvetrees family when i Bromley-by-
Buw) e lecture hall and mentions the names
of thuse that gave lectures there. He speaks of
standing on the railway bridge m St.
Leonard's Street and looking nght across
common land to Bow Common stretching
without interruption to Limchouse Church,

He makes reference 10 Eversley House and of
the Lefevie’s - a Huguenot refugee family -the
occupiers prior o his father,

The correspondence after many letters appears
to have ceased with a final word from Mr,
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Noble Twelvetrees saving: "'l think T have
now been pumped quite dry, but if anything
else shoubd occur to vou that 1 ¢can help you
with, please do not hesitate to write. It has
been quict a pleasure to recall old times and |
am looking forward to a vigit 1o view youi
historical collection some day this spring,

Y ours very Truly W. Noble Twelvetrees™
Moble was the maiden name of Harper's wife
lsabella

Ot another son, William Harper Twelvetrees -
Harper's eldest b, 1R4E - went on te become a
mining engineer serving most of lis mdustrial
hfe overseas. After leaving university he
warked in Eastern Russia for 9 years and in
EER2 he went o Lidjezsi silver-lead mines in
Asia Minor where i 2 vears he became
general manager. He remained in that position
until LB when he emigrated te Tiamaina
Affter working in Launceston for 8 years he
secured the position of Government Geologist
and Chief Inspector of Mines with the
lasmania mines department at the age of 51.
He held the position of Government Geologist
until his death. His works were published in
Russian and German scientific jouiials
bringing him high recognition. He became a
Fellow of the Royal Geological Sociery
London, and of the Royal Society of
Tasmama, He was awarded The Society of
NSW Clarke Medal for research in Natural
Science, and was regarded as one of
Tasmania s eminent geologiats, He dicd al
Launceston in November 1919 aged 71.

I am finding it very difficult to bring this
article 1o an end for | {eef there is so much
more about Harper Twelvetrees life and
achievements that needs to he known - perhaps
n later vears someone will do that. The local
council of Tower Hamlets felt his name
wuorthy of postenity by naming a road after
hirm. as well as a negrbyy industnal estate sited
on or close by to Harpers past Impenal Works.
So at least some hstoncal remembrance.
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HARFER TWFIWETREES E9SQ.
MAFRSILFSS

Image from The Drawing Room Gallery of
Eminent Personages

Footnote - Harpers death centificate under the
heading “Occupation’ states Gemtleman - as
indeed he was,
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Correspondence

Ernest Glyan, of Woodford Green, wrote
commenting on the previous Newsletter:

“f refer to voud cotrespoadent Samon Barker
Benletd, page 7. vol 2 1ssue 17, on the subject
of The Exccution Dock. Wapping Siation now
covers the site, There are some interesting
photographs on pages 15-19n the book
london’s cast end by Geoffrey House,
published by Wharnchffe Books”

Mr M. Stocks of Billericay, wrote when
ordering a copy of “The Poplars™:

“My interest in the Poplar & Swpnev Baualion
1% through my great uncle Ernest Thomas
Walduck who served with them and was killed
in action on the 15 September 1916”

David Foster wrote from Roguefort,
France, when ordering 4 copy of The
Poplars:

“I notice on the Society s web site that there
was an amcle in a Newslemer abour St James
{Sanuago de Compostella). I'm fascinated by
voumndences - my mother was hapused and
mamead in the church of 81 James the Great,
Bethnal Green Road and from my window as |
type this [ can sec one of the hostels used by
present day pilgnms: Roquefort is on one of
the tradinonal pilgrunage routes to
Compostella. Is there any chance of getting
hold of & copy? (1 was emailed 1w Mr Foster.)

Note: We have all of the Records and
Newsletters scanned so if vou want g copy of
an article it con e supplied (easiest and
grickest by email),

Mis Bealrive Stocks, of Rawenstall,
Lancashire, wrote when joining the ELHS:
1 showld like o thank your society for
providing the senies of East End maps on the
Weh, which have been so useful 10 me when
researchung my ancestors. | should be
intercsted to know whether any of vour
nwarebers has informarion abous stlk weaving
in Bethnal Green. Two of my family names,
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Cecil and Wensley, were involved with the
silk weaving, (tassel Inmming or button
makmng ¢ie). The other names Bausor (baking)
and Sanderson (or Havwood) were involved
with other activities common in the arca n the
19* century, such as oot making.™

Mrs Stocks has semt a stamped envelope in the
Pyent that camvenne con provide any
infrrrmation

8r 1. Pierce, afl Crovdon, wrote when
ordering 2 copy of Mile End (Hd Town:
“My 3 x preat prandfather ateaded Richard
Bland's school at Bromley St Leonard,
prithahly from 1777 anal 1734, so | am
particularly interested in fixding out as much
as [ can about life in RBromley-by-Bow at this
period and wheo hived there”

A few queries viz email

31" July - Gill Levy asked:

We are trving to find out more ahout Bancroft
Lodge at Mile End Odd Town. Cne of our
relatives died there in 1921, and we would like
1o know whether it was a Poor Law infirmary
at the time.

Philip replied

Dear Cull, Bancroft Lodge WAS a euphemism
for Mile End Workhouse. In the 20th century
it became customary to disguise the tact that
peaple were bom or died in the workhouse.
The workhouse infirmary sl survives in the
form of Mile End Hospital,

16" July - Joan Papare asked:

Please can you help me, rescarching my
fanuly. 1 found most of them lived in Poplar,
my Great grand parents, were sent to prison in
Aug 1880, this information from the
workhouse entry for the children. 1 was told
mayhe their crimes were recorded in the local
newspaper of the time, would you know of
any newspaper serving Poplar and where
wauld | find i,



Reply: We advised that Tower Hamlets Local
history Library has capres of these local
newspapers on mierafilm

Last London Advertiser - 1 K66 on-

Lastern Argus — 877 - 1912

Eastern Post - 186X [03¥

Eastern Timas- 1859 - [R6d

21" June - Melissa Grainger asked

| happened across yvour web page while doing
research for a book I'm wnting and hope vou
can help me wath a guestion. Could you tell me
how busy Victorin Park would have beei o
any given night i the 184057 If someone were
walking through the park at say, tea-thirty,
would there be many people around or woulkd
the park be almost deserted” Hope this 1sn't
too edd a question and that you can help
answer it

Philip replied: | would have thought that the
park would have been empty apart from the In
cross paths that were public rights of way. The
gates would have been ¢losed and there would
have been more park keepers (some of them
resident 1n the lodges).

Joan Soole 15 trying to get a blue plague 1o
John Buckley VC {mentioned in

Every Stone Tells a Story ) put on the house he
lived wi. Phulip Memnick has coniirmed for her
that the building survives, and he took a
picture of 1t. He was amazed it was still there,
ax very little survives of CIDR). Philip also
checked the Directonies ar the Bishopsgate
Institute. and Found John Buckley recorded at
213 East India Dock Road berween 869 and
LB 76,

Philip wrote: In 1877 the house 15 occupied

by Mrs Susan Buckley. preswmably his widow.

He may have been there before 1869
{definitely not in 1865) but they don't have
1866-8, | can confirm that the 1876 numbgr
213 15 the same location as the present

213 and I was plcasantly surprised 1o see that
the building still survives {restaurant huiding
with agents sizn on wall) - see attachment.
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Original chain of correspondence

Joan Soole wrale: | have heard from Kennath
Greenway that he has sent all the ¢-mails from
me to him, 1o vourselves concerming the grave
ol the above that lies unmarked i Tower
Hamlets Cemetery. [ would like to come along
and look at this grave some tmye if it ¢an be
aranged. This vear marks the 150th
anmversary of the Indian Munny aind. as a
member of the Victona Cross Society, 1 would
like 10 do something about having the grave
marked in some way.

Also John Buckley lived at, 1 think either 113
or 114 East India Dock Raad, [ am writing to
English Hentage 10 see 1f they could put a hlue
plague up. 1f the house or even house number
i1s stull there.

Philip replied: [ would be happy 1o help but
when did he live in East India Dock Road?
Many roads were renumbered in the 19th
cenfury amd the current numbers may not he
an aceurate bocawr. [ have hl no
commumication from Mre Greenway since
February 2005, Are you surc that he sent it to
THHOL and net to Diane or Doreen Kendall?

Joan's response: The names you mention do
rinig & bell hur [ have had no reply back, s
there anything vou can o about John
Buckley's grave” As vou live nearer to the
East India Dock Road than | do. | live in
Colchester, it | give vou the comeet adidress
could you sce if huis house or a building s sull
there. [ am wrinng to English Hentage to see
il a Plaque could be put up. Colchester has
two Victona Cross holders to its name but |
was told by Enghish Hernitage that neither were
of sufficient enough merit to warrani a Blue
Plague, Apparently there is a "pecking order”
in Yictoria Crosses.

[ il non rhiek that Jlohn Buckley falls into that
category though. The only plague to John
Buckley 1s one at Stalybndee in Cheshire were
he hved.  John Buckley was one of the
survivors of the blowing up of the Delhi
Magazine to stop it falling mto the hands of
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the Munmcers. All his famiby was killed in
the mutiny

| have written to English Hentage regarding
the Blue Plague for John Buckley

Apparenthy he lived at 213 Last Indui Dock
Road. Could you le1 me have yvour address so
as | can send you a copy of the letter to
Enghish Heritage and also some iformation [
have recerved om bam. B there 15 anything else
you have managed to find out on him 1 should
be pleased to recerve it

213 East India Dock Koad

Shightly later research showed that lohn
Bucklcy was first recorded at 213 in [K6R, in
PBOOT ib was oecupaed by a Miss Buckley,
possibly an unmarmed sister. East India Dock
Road was only sequentially numbered in 1867
and the house does not appear 10 have boen
there before FR66 although the roof line
appears 1o be earlier
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John Buckley VC 1813 - 1876

John Buckley was bom in May 1813 @
Cocker Hill in Sulybndge, Cheshire, His early
employment was in the textile industry and he
worked ar Hamison's Mill and thea Bayley's
Mill. At the age of |8 Buckley, i search of a
more adventurous life, joined the Bengal
Artillery ar Manehester. Shortly afterwards, in
June 1¥32 he was posted to India as a gunner.

It [ndia, Buckley now aped 212, mel and
mamed fourteen vear old Mary Ann
Broadway in 1835 The couple lived in
Calcutta with their three children but illness
ateuek repeatedly and by 1R4S Mary Ann and
1wo of the children had died. Buckley
remamcd in 1836 but in L8352 he lost the
surviving child of his first marmiage and in
B33 two sons by his second mamage also
dicd

In |857 Buckley, his wife and three surviving
children moved to Delht where he became
Depury Assistant Commussary of Ordnance at
the Delty Magazine (storchouse for guns and
ammunition). [t was whilst al the Magazine
thart his conduct meried 1he award of the
Victona Cross. The citation reads simply as
totlews @ 'For gallant defenie of the
magazine at Delhi’

In May 1857 the Indian Mutiny broke out. The
causes of the mutiny were many and varied,
bt the new ammunition that had been 1ssued
to the Indian Sepoys has been cited as the
i cause. Supphied by the Wookwich
Arscnal for use on the new Lee Enfield rifles,
the cartridges had been greased with tallow,



made of heef and pork fat. The sepovs were
told they had 10 bile ofT the ends of the
cartendges before using them, an action equaily
abhorrent to both Hindw and Muslim, who saw
in this order an attempt to humiliate them.

Unrest broke out in various places in Bengal
initiafly, but the main revolts ocourred 1
northern aid central India, From Cawnpore,
{Kanpur), Lucknow, Ambala and Mcerut the
uprising gathered pace. until it reached Delh,
where Conductor Buckley and his fellow cight
soldiers defending the magazine were vastly
outnumbered. Rather than et the ammunition
fall into rebel hands they decided te blow up
the building and ithemselves, Five of the
detenders. along with, it is claimed, 1{MM)
rebels, were killed.

Miraculously four soldiers, Willoughby,
Forrest, Raynor and Buckley, survived.
Willoughby and Forrest jomed a party of
Lwsuyrcans at the Main Guard at Delbd, so
blackened as to be almost unrecognizable.
Willoughby was later killed in an encounter
with the rebels im a village on the way 1o
Kumaul. Buckley was captured and then iearnt
that s entire family had been murdered by
the rebels. Tt is said that he begged his captors
to el an end 1o his life but they retused to kill
him on aceount of his bravery at the magazimne.
Buckley later escaped and rejoined the British
army. volunteering for all kinds of dangerous
mssions with a total disregard for his own

safety.

It ek more than one year betore the rebellion
was brought o a close, and dreadful atrocitics
were comititted by both sides, too many to
detail here, The British reprisals were harsh
and often extreme. Buckiey himself was given
the 1ask of overseemg the execution of one
hundred and fifty rebels who were strapped to
the muzzle of a cannen and blown apar.

In 185% Buckley was promoted 10 Licutenant
but shortly afterwards fell ol and was given
two vears leave. Back i England he received
s Victona Cross from Queen Vietona. He
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lived for a short while in Stalybriddge, £ heshire
hefore retuming to India as a Major in Ogtober
ELTS

The final years of lus life were spent i
London. A search of the London Directories
has found John Buckley recorded as resuding
at 213 East India Dock Road, Poplar, between
1867 and 1876, In 1877 the house 1s occupied
by Mrs Susan Buckley, presumably his
wrdow. He may have been there before 1867
{defintiely not in 1865). Buckley died m July
1876 and he was buned 1n an unmarked grave
in Tower Hamlets Cemeterv.

In 1993 ELHS Mcember Bradley Snooks,
whilst researching the records of the
Cemetery, discovered the mformation that
Buckley had been buned there, but despiic a
detailed search, was unable to locale the grave,
Bradley, oo, was keen on getting some local
recognition for John Buckley,

The last three survivors, Raynor, Forrest and
Buckley were awarded the Victoria Cross for
their courage. A incinonal rabler at the Delh
Magazine bears testimony to the bravery and
courage of the men, Buckley's Victatia Cross
is al the Royal Army Ordnance Corps
Muscum tn Camberley.

A blue plagque to commemorate the life of
John Buckley s siled ar the Travellers Call
Public House, Wakeficld Road, Stalybridge,

Note:

The Brtish Magazine, Delhi is situated in the
muddle of the Lothian Road. The exact
position s 10 front of the Generl Post Office,
Ol Pefln. The Kashmire CGate raslway station
¢Old Delha} is very close to the remains of the
ongmal bulding which used 1o store the
Bntish arms and ammugnitions

The gateways of the building has small cannon
tocated on it. The Magazme, or ammunition
store Dieruse was blown up on | 1th May [857,
during the Indran Mutiny, also known as the
fiest war of Indan [ndependence, on the orders
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af the effcer wm-charze, Liculenant
Willoughby. He did ths bo prevent the Indian
teogps who had msen m revalt, from using the
ammamition stored in 1the magazine. The
northem gatewyy has an ornigmal narbde
plague. which mentions the name of the
solediers whar defended the magazine frem the
SHCmy

Ihe plague resds: e [0 Mav (8537, N
resolnte Englivhimen. George Dabroe
Wiltisdeby, Bengal Artillory, i Commend.
Lieer. Hiftigm Buvnor, Laeat. George Porrest
Cromlictor G William Shaw, Cronductor Jishin
Bucklev, Conductor foan Scufte. Suh-
Comclictor Bitlicom Crow, Serp, Brvan
Edwards, Sevge Peter Stewart, defended the
Magrazine of Delli for more thun five howrs
ctitainst farge mumibers of repefs pnd
minrineers, unfil, the walls being scaled, and
afl o of suecour gone, these brave mens
fired the Magazine, Five of the galfant hapd
perished i e csplosion, which ai v same
trme cdesteoved muy of the enemyv. This tabler,
AR I e former eRtraney gate fo e
Viagracine, o phaced fivee by the Gavernment
of fcdier

Later another plague was added that ponts out
that these "encmies’ were acually freedom
fighters wha fought for [ndia's mdependence.
Now, the present day building also
commemarates the Indian soldiers who lost
their lives in the explosion,

(Cumpiled by Rosemary Tavior from
informaticn provided on Soan Soole s websiie,
varions Internet websites on the Indian
Muriny. and the Oxtord History of India by
Vircewnt A Smiirh)
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East London Schools Athletics Association

On 27 May Peter Carr asked

Can you help?

A friend ot mune, Mr John Miller attended
school in How dunng the 1950's he recently
discovered a school jacket bearing a breast
pocket bazdge. John was awarded the badge for
represcnting East London at foothball. Can you
supply details as w the background to the
badge armd the significance of the emblems,

The badpe s divided mto four guarters,

Top left: a turret tvpe tower with an archway
entrance. the turret appears 10 be paret of a wall
aid could be a pateway.

Top night: a two masted sailing ship upon
water,

Bottom left: 2 "humnp back bndge”™ with a
single arch bencath.

Bottomn right: Two trecs behind a 3 bar gate
and fence.

The scrpt on the scroll at the bottom of the
badge reads EAST LONDON S.A A,

Your help woukd be much apprectated.

Philip replied

Drear Peter

I haven't seen a cloth badge but | have seen a
number of silver badges with that design
issued in connection with varimus East London
school sports activities.  The imitials stand for
East London Schools Athleue Association,
The individual panels represent different paris
of East London. The tower with ¢ntrance i1s the
old dock entrance into The West India Docks
and was part of the arme of Poplar. The sailing
ship was also part of the Poplar arms but may
also represent Stepney (through the mantime
connections of St Dunstan’s parish church}.
The bridge 15 Bow Bridge again part of the
Poplar Borough coat of arms and the trees and
fence are from The Borough of Bethnal
Gireen's anmns, which depicts the blind beggar
of BG by a field gake.
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0” 0 AUTUMN COACH TRIP

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 2g'h

CANTERBURY

T‘lr:n: are nunwerous places o visil, apart from the marvelous cathedral. They include the
Canterbury Tales Visitor Attractton. a4 reconstruction of Chascer's England and the
piipnmage 1o Canterbury. There are also several musenms, other histone busldings. attractive
streets and parts of the city walls to walk.

Entrance to the cathedral s £5.04} or so. and 1o the Canterbury Tales about £6.00. | will enquire
about party rales: see the question on the boeking forpi. O the trip 1 will prepare a guide to the
Imain attractions,

There are numerous places o get refreshments, so T will leave this to personal choice,
The coach lare will be £9.75 per person,

The pick-up will he at the bus pull-in in Grove Road, round the comer from Mile End Station,
ae 9300 am.

Please {1l in the booking slip below and send to me, Ann Sansom, 18 Hawkdene, London EJ TPE
Tel. (24} 8524 450k for coquiries.  {Photocapy it il vou don't wikh to epoil vour newsletter)

o e U L SR COL L B AN T EEESTTY (77 Y S Cr vy N EI PR
AUTUMN COACH TRIP
Saturday 2 September 2IN7

FWe would ke to reserve - Tickets Tor the coach rp.

NAMESS = .
ADDRESS

TEL NO.

{Cheques to be made payable w the East Lordon History Society, )

Woiorild viow b imterested g party visit

1. The Cathedral YES A NGO

2. "The Canterbury Tales™ YES /NG
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