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Edditarial Note:

The Newsletter is edited, typeset and produced
by Kasemary Teylor with the assistance of an
edilonal leam comprising Philip Memick,
Doresn Kendall, David Behr, and Dorecn
Osbomme.

We have a wide vanely of lopics 1n this
edition and we tust our members will emjoy
reading i as mech s [ have, whilst compiling
the newsletter. Several women atre iR the
spatight this month, throwgh book review:s or
enquiries. We hope this trend will continue!
Letters and articles om East End history and
reminiscenees are always weleome and we
make every effort to publish suitable material,
Whilst hand-wnlten nriieles are aeceptable,
ilems of interest thal are ypewritlen, on disk,
or even bedler still, emailed to us will gel
prionty.

Enguiries Lo Doreen Kendall, 20 Putcaux
House, Cranbrock Fstate, Bethnal (reen,
London [12 ORT, Tel: 0208 281 7680, ar Dhilip

Mermick, ematl: phil@mernicks.com

All queries regarding membership should be
addressed 1o Harold Memick, 42 Carpbell
Foad, Bow, London E3 40T, Check oul the
History Sociely's website at
wiww_easilondanhistory . org uk.

The present commutiee are: Philip Mernick,
Chairman, Doreen Kendall, Secretary, Harald
Mermick, Membership, David Behr,
Programme, Ann Sansom, Doreen Osbome,
Bob Dunn, and Resemary Taylor.

Dareen and Dhane Kemdall, wath Doreen
Osborme 2nd a dedicated proup of volunleers
conlinue their sterling work in the Tower
Hamlets Cemelery Park on the second Sunday
ot every month at 2 pan, meticulous]y
researching graves and recording memorial
mseiptions. They would welcome any help
members can offer. This 1abour of love has
grown mlo 3 project of cnommous proportions
and complexity, with an impressive database
of graves rescarched, with illustrations
attached.

Unfortunately, due 1o the pressure of work,
Poreen ond Diane cannot underiake any
rescarch on behalf of individuals secking their
ancestors in the cemetery, bul would welcome
any information thai has been uncovered
through personal searches.

A tecent discovery of a corner of the
cemetery, squares one, two and mine on the
cemetery map, which had been cleared of
brambles, vy and rubbish, had led to the
finding of memeorials 1o non-conformist
minister and church hetpers. Among the finds
are the graves of the Revd Joseph Lec,
Minister of Ebenczer Chapel, Commercial
Reoad, Joha Franks, Minster: of Bloomaluy
Chapel, Commereial Read and Jenkin Wansel,
Mimister al Zion Chapel, Three Colis Street,
Limehousze,

Enjoy a walk in this atea and read the
memorials, and if you do record or photograph
s lhig thial calches yow eye, do pass on
the infermalion to Doreen for 1he archives.

Cover picture: Print showing Mile End Gale
and view looking west with The London
Haspifal just visihle im fha left twas
engraved for Hughson's Description of
Londen. Sev page B for delails of the second
editton of Derek Morris's book Mile End Old
l'ower §r400 -1 TR0k
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EAST LONDON HISTORY
SOCIETY PROGRAMME
2007

Thursday 25 January 2007

Social Benefits and William Perkin's
discovery of Mauvine

Speaker: David [eaback

Thursday 13 February 2007

Recent research on Eighteenth
Century Wapping

Speaker Derek Momns

Thursday 22 March 2007

How the body snatchers of Bethnal
Green twroed to murder to supply the
SUTECOns

Speaker: Sarah Wise

Thursdav 19 April 2007

Reminiscences of a Trade Unienist

Speaker: Max Levitas
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Thursday 17 May 2007

Open meeting - Inventions: how they
have changed our lives.

The lectures are held on Thursday
evenings at 7.30 pm in the Latimer
Congregational Church Hall, Ernest
Street, E1. Ernest Street is between
Harferd Sireet amd Whitehorse Lane,
off Mile End Road (Opposite Queen
Mary and Westfield College). The
nearest Underground Stalivas are
Mile End and Stepney Green.

Bus No. 25,

Suggestions and 1dcas for future topics and'or
apeakers for our Lecture Frogramme: are
always welcomed. If you can suggest someone
or tndeed 1f you would ke 1o give a talk
yourself, please do come along to the Open
Evening in May, and meet David Behr, our
Programme co-ordmaloer.

Altermatively, email sur Chairman Philip
Memack at phil@mernicks.com with vour
comments and suggestions,
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We've had the fallowing responses to itemis
pubiishied in the last newslelter:

Information which may prove a useful
adjunct ip “A Foreatten Star of Variety
Theatre?” {(See Yewsfericr, Vol.2, lssue 14)

WOH  Bandmaster) Jahn Markey, LRAM,
was the father of [sabelle Donaldson Markey,
who marmied George Clarke, comedian, (real
name Cieorge Flenry Broome).

Johr Markey was born in 1863 and enhisted, as
a Difleen-years obd bandboy, in the st
Batralion, the Suffolk Regiment, on 1th June,
1878, After some years with the Regimental
Band. he attended the Student Bandmasters’
Course, at the Royal Military Schoot of Music,
Kneller Hall, passing ouat, with Certilcale

MNo. 206, in 1893, aged thirly, comparatively
vounyg for a Bandemaster, Apponied
Bandmazter io the Band of the 16th The
Cuecn's Lancers on the 2158 February, 1893,
he remained with them until 14th Movember,
191%, when he retired from Lhe army after 41
vears service, 26 of them as a Bandmaster.

SBince s inception as a recogizable
regimental hapd, m 1EGO, the 16th had
suffered several bad expenences with
Bandmasters. Cne was descriled as
‘miemperate’ and anolther was “bad and
unsatisfactory’, both being reduced in rank. It
was 1ot unlil a Sergeant (BM) Willlam James
Caslle came along thal some stabilily was
ealoblished. Following Sgt. Castle eame WOl
John Markey and his conlrnbution was
considercd most significant, particularly as his
service with the band mcluded the Boer War
and the Greal War.

The 16th The Queen's Lancers originated in
1759 as the 10th Light Drragoons, changed, in
1769, (o the 16th, or Queen’s Light Dragoons
By 18§15 they had assumed the tile the 16th

( The Queen’s) Lancers, az they were when
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darkey 100k over the baml. In 1921 they
became, simply, the 16th The Queen’s
Lancers and one year later combined with the
5th Roval Insh Lancers 1a form the 16th/Sth
The Queen’s Roval Lancers.

Since then many changes have taken place in
hoth the hand service and the regimenlal
syslent. As a first step, m 1993, 69 army bands
were teduced to 30 and, although some
retained a regument or corps affiliation, all
came under the Corps of Army Music. By
20406 the plan 15 1o reduce to 23 enly. So far as
Lthe 16th/3th Lancers are concerned, they first
merged with other Lancer bands to make up
{the Band of the Royal Lancers and are now
combining with the Band of the Hussars and
Light Dragoons {another méfange) in the Light
Cavalty Bend. Similarly, many famous
regiments have disappeared (well publicised mn
the press) in the cause of modermsation.

When John Markey was & Bandmaster there
were hundreds of bands, what would he think
of only 23 for the whole of the British army?
Sources:  The History of Brivish Military
Bandy, Volume Cne, Gordon
Tumer & Ajwyn Turmer (1934)
e Trnnpets Wil Sownd, Gordon
Tumer & Aiwyn Turner (1994)
FANFARE, The Kneller Hall
dontrnal, Vol 3, Mo, 7 {1994
FANFARE, Corps of Army Music
Joumnal, June2G06

Roy Hays

From Mike Elliston: Ref Newsletter,
Page %:

1-24 Helena House, was blt by Abraham
Davis in 1897 and demelished 1974/75,
Compaee Fran Walsh's manuseript
interpretation of Lolesworlh Street with
“Wallis Ward Strest” and you will see the
misundersianding. This was in EL. Helen
House was in E2, in Bethnal Green and was
tial buiilt {on the Minerva Estate) until
194748




Rurbury Brown (nee Mareland), 34 Downs
Hill, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 SHE, writes:

I"ve often read tales of ex-East Enders in your
Newsletier, and so ['m enclosing a lew ol mine!
Whilst not 2 real East Ender, | do have an alfinity
lor the area, and these thoughts of the past might
trigger & few memoTics in others,

As a small girl of around 6 or 7 years of age, |
used to be taken to Alma Street, Hoxton,
where my avmt 3illle Hved, in rooms ina
house that had bead curtams in the doorways.
If you were feeling naughty, vou could break
the thread at the hottom and they would all
cascade on 1o the lino floor. The landing had a
coloured glass window pane, and fitted the
sounds of Suzette Tarm singing “Red Sails in
the Humsel,”

T can’t remember how many of the family
lived there, but 1n a front room (with a pann,
plus little brackets that swung oul, presumably
for candles) was ‘Granddad’ An old, while-
haired, whiskered man whose image 1 abways
thought of as God, was tn bed, at the side of
which was a table with a cap on it, full of
pennies. I would be propelled into this room
with the instruction to ‘kiss Granddad® and |
duly did and felt those whiskery cheeks, and
received a penny from his cap! Also in thas
house lived "Kitty” — some half sister or other.
She was young and her dressing table had
‘Bourjeis’ {Evening in Pans) scent in a dark
blue bottle on it, which T thought very daring.

My aunt Millie {1 later discovered was my
father’s “full” sister) was plump and wore her
hair in ‘earphones’. These were long plaits that
vout wound round in a circle on your cars and
fixed them with giant hairpins.

She had mamied ‘Uncle Wilf" who had been
gassed in the First World War and had a funny
eye, and her wedding head-dress was fine net
and little pretend bunches of sced pearls sewn
on to a halo kind of wire - | would dress up in
this when staying for the weekend. If you were
zood you nught get the cherry from the tinned
frunl zalad thal was for tea on Sundoys, nfler
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you hod brought the winkles i a blug paper
rag from the man with the horse at the front
door, and if you were very good, you would be
given a daming needle with which to pick the
black ends off the winkles and then wiggle
them oul of their shells. We would stick those
black round dods on our faces as "heauty
spols’, with a lol of giggling going on. The
needles were lined up on the mantelpiece,
which had a sort of furry velour flap that hung
down to disguise that it was just a shelf, and
this fitted above the range, and just m between
two gas jets for light. The center hight had two
chams and you pulled one and it would plop
o, giving a giesinsh glow over everything

Owver by the window was a wind up
gramophone, underneath which was hidden
copies of “Health and Beauly’ magazine
showing naked ladies cavorting on lawns,
referred to by aunt Millie as uncle Wilf's
meomenls!

We all played down in the sub basement,
called the *“Airy’. We also played in the streel
with a rope ticd round the streel light arms,
and 1f you were clever you could sil in the
loop and wind it round the lamp standard then
swing oul and revolve round and round. 1 was
never very good 2t that, bemg loo nervous
They were gas lamps, and lit wilh a feng pole,
by a man on a bicycle with his frouser legs
lucked into his socks.

Next door lived Mrs Thom, an oldish, large
lady who worked on sewing and textiles. In
her domain [ found thimbles withoul ends and
bits of cloth with spikes in. She was a kind of
surrogate mother to us and always very
welcoming. At the botlom of the house was
ihe wash house with a bag copper in one
corner and a wooden copper stick, all hary
with sphinters. A fire would be lit undemeath,
but | never actually saw the ‘rub a dub’, but all
Mondays were wash days. This was just
acrass the yard from the lon, as | recall this
was a bucket under a plank, and you had
sheets of newspaper punched with a hole in
one comer and strung up in ts little groto.
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Um Xaturday nights vou would go shopping
late, as the meat shops would station a man al
the front window with a metal 8. He would
reduce the pnee of the jomts of meal hanging
up, and tap the windows for your piece. There
was no refrigeralion in those days, so you only
ate fish on Fridays, and they couldn't kecp
food over the weekend. Also in this market all
the frun and ves. would be sold off cheap,
under great naphtha flares, with a hissing
zound and glate.

On Sunday mornings my dad would take me o
Club Row where | remember seeing men with
puppies shivenng, held in their jackets, tor
sale, and my dad saying they had been laken
too early from their mothers. This was where
organ grinders would be heard, and they had
small monkcys in felt jackets, with beady eves
and they would bare their teeth at you if you
pulled their tails.

One day, when [ was staying there, auntic
Millie saad thal my mother had gone to Heaven
and was with the angels, but this really didn’t
mean a lot (o me as 1'd been a singleten for
quite a lobg time. [ realize now that my dad,
who satd he was “in the print’ which at that
lime was the 5™ in the industrial scaie, had a
hell of a job with a 7 vear old and being a
widower Bul all that 1s another story, 1 think
this tale of the [ast Gad in the period 1934-33
will suffice for now.

From Mike Taber, Pathfinder Press (New
York), via email:

I thought your historical souiely might peilagps
e able to help me wilh a question: I'm trying
to find out information about Norah Smyth,
the close collaborater of Sylvia Pankhurst in
the Fast London Federation of the women's
suffrage movement, and subsequently in the
Workers Socialist Federation. I'm particularly
interested in finding ourt her birth and death
dates. We're preparing a book containing the
English-language translation proceedings of
the Third Conpress of the Conumunist
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Inteinational in 1921, Smyth was o delegate (o
this congress and spoke at it, and we're pulling
together a glossary of the delegates.

Rosemary Taylor replied:

Here are some details about Norah Veronica
Lyle-Smyth, kindiv supplied by her nephew
M C T Isolan, CBE, LVO, a3 collated by
Sylvia Aylmg. We mel him sothe 12-13 years
ago when he kindly agreed 1o unverl the
plague we had placed on the sde of the Toy
Factory m Bow, East London, which had been
targely financed by Norab from 1915 onwards.

Norah Veronica Eyle-Smylh was oo in
Cheshire on 22 March 1874, She died 1n
County Doncgal, [reland 1n 1963, She was the
sixth daughter of the descendent of a
prominent Anglo-lrish family whose father
founded a firm of grain brokers. She was an
accomplished painter and sculptor, as well as a
photographer, and is mentioned in Women
Photographees by Val Williams (Virago Press
1986). Norah took a studio in Chelsea,
London, after the death of her grandfather in
191 1. Here she met and was influenced by
Sylvia Pankhurst, who had her studio in the
same area. She joined the suffrage movement,
and accompanied her fricnd on a spezking tour
of Copenhagen, Golhenburg, Norway,
Budapest and Vienna in 1913, She had a gifl
for organising and prachical planming. She
financed the Women's Dreadnought, the East
l.ondon Suffragettes weekly publication. She
also financed the East [.ondon Toy Factery,
scl up by Sylvia Pankhurst to help lz2ast End
women eamn money during the First World
War, She also helped set up the Women's Hall
in Old Ford Road, Bow, East London, where
she and Sylvia lived for aboul ten years. In
1918 the Russian People's Information Burcau
was opened at the Women's Flall, alter the
Easi London Federation of the Sufiragetics
had changed its name, first (o the Women's
Socialist Federation and then 1o the Workers
Socialist Federation. According to Mr Isolant,
the Communist Party of Britain was a
rechristened WSE . In 1919, Norah Smyth,
Harry Pollint and Melvina Walker distnbuted
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Lenin's Appeal la (he Toiling Masses, at open-

air mectings. When Sylvia was impnisoned for
six months in 1921, Norah organised
processions 1o Holloway Prison, singing the
Red Flag. In 1924, she jomned her brother Max
in Florence, Daly, and worked for the British
Insttiule. From being a very wealthy woman,
she had beconse eutively destiute. But she
never Josl her indomiatable spint, and her
nephew recalled that before she died she
chisedled her own headstone for her grave,
leaving only the dale of death oul, as she zaid
she knew exactly what she wantled on her
gravistone!
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Inatead they lalk of an Aarporl hete now,
With aegoplane wings replacing ship's bows.

What would our forefathers say if they saw
theze Docks now —

These Docks that they buill with the sweal of
their brosw.

Whal would they 427 Whal would be aaid?
Modhang [ fear, just a shake of their heads.

S0 now we aceepl these Docks have come to
their end

Like (he passing away of an old cockney
friend.

Alf Bonnyhood, of Woodford CGreen, Essex,
has wrilten:

It has been suggested to me by Tvy Alexander,
ihat your Sociely Editor may be inleresied in a
poem | wrols seme lime ago (in 1981) called
The Demise of the London [2ocks.

The Demise of ihe London Docks,

Oh, how sad to see our London Docks
Wilh grass growing lall around quays and
tocks.

These Docks were once like a busy oty -
Mow dezolate, abandoned and full of pity.

Ng mant crangs thal were xo0 regal

Slowly rusting away — nol wanted by people,
Seagulls now swoop aver this silenl space,
Disturbed once a vear by a powerboat race,

Crome are the ships that came in on the tide,
With cargoes aplenly from far and wide.
Cione are the Dockere, Ripgers, Stevedores
oo,

Chanese, lndian, and Lascar crew.

But where are the goods we ged from all
nattons?

They now come in by containerization.

Mo mare the sounds of o ship’s engine as she
wails to depart

Like some large friendly monsler with beating
lheart.

Plaudits for TH Local History
Library and Archive

East End Life 8-14 January had a full page
feature on Tower Hamlets Local hislory
Labrary & Archives. It also menlioned that
they scored well abowve average in 2 customes
salisfaction survey of 137 archive services
indertaken in 2006 hy The National Conneil
on Archives.

Congratulations 1o Chris, Malcolm and the gest
of the crew! Un hine intformation 15 now mich

improved and cen be viewed ol

www. ideaslone co uk/index/PIEY 270

The site gives detmls of the services offered at
Bancrofl Road, and the publications and maps

that they have available for sale {including, of

course, those from ELHS).

Detatls of their archive collections are also
availeble theough a fink te the AZA {(Access Lo
Archives) databaze al www . alaorpuk. This ig
very easy to use and can be searched by
subject o date. Just pulling i 4 randomly
chosen 1940 gave a list of 29 different
calalogues each of which can be accessed.
The number of tmes cach has been viewed i3
also shown which i in stself interesting in
showing whaet oreas of research are most
popular.
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I vounl meysell lucky (o bave lad Bull and Lily

¢ ¥ /
/ WE REMEMBER : as my friends and [ have a lasting reminder of
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CHARLES STOCKLEY died on 4" August
2064, He was a long-standing member of oor
=ociely, and a regutar al the monthly leclures.
e was alse actyvely involved with the Tower
Hamlews Cemetery Fark.

WILLIAM TURNER died May 2006, aged
98 years Borm 17" Necembar 1901

K nown affcctionately to us all as Bill, he spent
his Fast four years in Wrexham North Wales
wilh s only son ¥iclor. All hus hite Ball was
passionate about pholography. During the
second World War he served with the Roval
Engineers Survey Pholographic Mapmaking
Section A,

The Turner home in Finnis Street, Bethnal
treeen was bombed, and the family lost
everythang. Camera film was rationed at the
time, yel Bill managed (o take some
pholographe of the evacuation of the arca
around Corfleld Street and of children playing
i the bemired rubble and of the VE Victory
M"arade 1946 along Cambndge Heath Read.
Bill, always generous, allowed the Society 1o
use Lhese photos al the Rageed School
Muascum s "Fifly Years After the War’
Iixhibvitian, and in aur East London Fecord Mo
18,

A TFrench Polisher by trade, Bill was 1o be
found in many banks in the City repairing and
malching polish to exact detail and cobour.
Bill's hobby of phelography became an
evening job, n3 tulor at the Bethnal Green
Tnstitute where he laught students, many of
whom became well known inlernational

phnmgfuphers.

A keen cyclist, he rode tandem all over Rritain
with his lovely wifie Lily, and could even be
scen in his cighties around Lpping Forest. His
only concession 1o age being a frain nde to the
edge of the forest.

his work in my wedding photos taken in S
Peters Church in 1952,

Doreen Kendall

Mile End Old Town 1740-]1 TRO

The first edition of Derck Boms's bock was
wery wel] received by academics. A review of
the book by Professor Michaet Port, 2 doven
of London's kistonans, stated " ..

a remarkably thorough and hvely account of
ifs inhahitanis and acbivities. Moms's account
presents a markedly different pictere from that
traditicnal one of Fast [.ondon still presented
in a dismissive paragraph even in well-reputed
hislorics".

All comies had heen sold by the pnddle of
2006 and it was decrded to prmt a new edition
as Derek had unearthed a lot more material,

The: Second Edibon bras 30 mowe pages aied
three new illustrations compared with the first
edilion and (he major additions are:

A new chapler on the links between Caplain
James Cook and his neighbours - this is all
research compleled in Tas two years.

A new scotion on the Moravian Settlement m
the 17408,

Aonew section on Langley Rradley, the man
who built the clocks on S4 Paul's Cathedral for
Sir Christopher Wren.

MNew information on the Weslt [Indian
plantation holders, plus numetous
improvements throughoul the: 1ext

‘e hope 1o be able to maintain the original
2002 cost of £9.60



Koy fayes has sent wg swo flems, both of
which ['m sure onr members will enjoy
reading.

THE MILK OF HUMAN
KINDNESS

Although it was well over seventy
vears ago, [ still remember, quite clearly, my
first day, in 1935, at the Gainsborough Road
L.C.C. School for Mxed Infants, in Hackney
Wick,; one incident, in particular, 15 indelibly
imprinted in my mind. There were no
plavgroups in those days and for many
youngsters the first socialising with other
children was starting schoaol at the age of four
ot five. The school was only aboul seven
hundred vards from home and the buildings
had been erccted onginally for the School
Board for London, in the nineteenth century.
The Board was abolished m 1904 and the
London County Counctl, which bad been
established by the Local Government Act of
F82E, became education aethority for the
whole of London, covering a somewhat
different area from what we now know as
Cireater London.

On the appointed day [ was escorted to school
by my maother o meel, briefly, Miss Coward,
the Headmistress, before betng taken along to
the classroom presided over by Mrs. Denny.
She was somewhat unique in being married,
wilh a son, Bernard, then in his early tecns,
whao, ag an infant, hod oltended Gainsborough
Road, Mast of the female teachers were
‘Miss’, probably due to the carnage of the
Great War, which look away so many of the
eligible men, plus the 1920s influcnza
epidemic to which many, already weakened by
the war, succumbed.

Term had alrcady started so T was the innocent
plunged into a class of seasoned, four or five-
vear-old, veterans. Al was gomg well until
mid-mermng, when it was ‘milk time” and we
were ¢ach given a one-thard of a pinl glass
bottle of milk. That particular size was unique
to aclicnls and the bottles were wide-necked,
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with a enrdboard 1op m which the cenlre
portion had been pre-scored so that, 1o theory,
pressure from the thumb pushed into the
centre either made way for a straw or enabled
the top to be lifted out. The milk-monitors, or
chosen lavourntes, had already put a straw
cach boitle and 1 still shudder when 1 think of
the atate of some of those tiny thumbs, and
thumb-nails, immersed m the nulk,
particularly when the centre-hole proved a bit
taugh and the whole 1op collapsed in a shower
of pasteunsed full-cream.

Unfortunalely, I had never used a straw and,
aller receiving my bottle, the first thing I did
was {o blow - with spectacular, and disastrous,
conseguences. “Miss, ‘¢’s blown down “13
straw”’, observed my more astute classmales,
a5 Mrs. Denny rushed to my atd and
commenced the mopping-up operalion
Fortunalely, the dinner-break provided an
opporlunly Lo sgau my dignity aind it was
much better in the aftemoon when 1
discovered Lhe main item was a lie-down on
what | recall as a eross belween a camp hed
and a sun-lounger.

I stayed in Mrs. Denny's class for a year of
two, although 1 pever qualificd us a mulk-
moenitor, then il was upstairs 1o the ‘hig-boys™,
where a succession of teachers marked my
forward progress until war intervened. In the
meantime the name of Gainsborough Road
had been changed to Eastway but the school’s
title was modified only slightly lo
Gatnshorough (1.8} School. On the oulbresk
of war, many of the pupils were evacuated and
the school bmldings served as a Civil Defence
post Miss Coward, however, along with her
sister, who had also taught at Gainsborough,
did not desert the Wick. In two classrooms
borrowed from the Cathohe Schoof in Sydney
{later Kenworlhy) Read they comtinued to
provide a rudimentary education for those
cluldren who, cither, did not go away, or
tetirned, having deeded the distupted life of
the East End was still better than living in the
country.



Mrs. Denny's life was shattered when Bermnard
was lost at sea whilst serving with the Royal
Mavy. She remembered many of her pupils if
she chanced upon any of them in the arca near
her Worth London heme. Duning 1939 apd
1941 | was shunted between six difforent
schools before finally settfing in Somearset for
four wears — bt that's another siory,

THE WEBDING MARUCH or Music
Hath Charms

What could e more 1dyllic? Viclona
Park, the church, a few relabives and close
friends; just the seiting for the nuptials of Mr,
B.P. and Miss M.B. on a quiet Saturday
morming while afl of ks workmales were
slaving away al Henry Maples & Son, in
Wansbeck Road. Or were they? The report in
Lhe lecal newspaper. probably the Heckmey
(iazetic, gave anolher side o the slory of an
event in the carly part of the twentieth cenlury.

B.F., whe lived in Cadogan Terrace, thought
the secrel was secure;, he had told ne one al
work. Al a {ime when Saturday moming was
part of the working week he had simply
arranged o take some time off and watked
along to St Mark's Church at the appropriate
time. Hiz beloved, from Rothbury Road, also
made the journey o just oulside the park gates
and the ceretaoty, conducted by the Revd.
William Hunt, got under way, Weddings
always atiract imlenkers bnt seniliny of the
wailing crowd on that particelar occasion
would have revealed a number of arlisan Lypes,
elad in leather or canvas aprons, bearing an
asseriment of metalware,

Hete | should explain that Henry Maples was a
firm of sheet melal workers, eslablished in the
latter part of the nineteenth century. They
would have been unknown outside of the trade
bul thewr precision made, quality, laboralory
equipment, incubators, ovens, ete., had wide
distnibution carrying famous names like
Crallenkamp and Townson & Mercer.
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Whether there was any music inside the
church 15 not recorded but, when br. and hrs.
B.P. emerged, 1o the ustal oohs! and ahs!, the
full power of the Maples' Band became
apparent as it struck up to welcome the
newlvweds. “Struck” 1s the operative word,
the metalware, pols, pans, ele., was atlacked
with an assoriment of metal bars and wooden
slaves Lo produce what was probably the most
cacophonows sound ever heard in Victona
Park The paper teparts the date as the
thirteenth and the couple might have
wondered it they were nght to choose such a
day. Unfortunately, the cutting 15 undated and
| carnot pinpoint the year: even though 1 heard
the story many tunes | never thought (o ask.
The Revd. Wilkiam Henry Hunt became vicar
al 5t. Mark's in 1910, leaving, o be recior at
Bilsthorpe, n 1918, which gives some sorl of
timescale. During those nine years the ' 13tk
fell sixteet limes on a Saturday. In wishing the
couple a “prosperous vnlon”, the (razeife
suguested the secret of the wedding had been
passed on. Undoubledly a mole had been al
work. Meverthelezs, the naw Mre. B P wag
described as appearing “radiently fapp ™
from whal | heard, though, the lucky groom
was none too pleased.

Although accorded the titte “Maples” Famous
Band”, the ensemble recerved no further
bookings and wenl inlo decline. Henry Maples
& Son, and thal memorable Saturday the
thirteenth, lived on, some of the ‘musicians™
milking the story well into the 1960s. Two of
the firm’s major customers remain in business,
albett in modemiscd form. Townson & Mercer
1s now Townson Mercer Limited, rading from
Altomeham, Cheshire. Gallenkamp 12 known
as Sapyo Gallenkamp ple, Loughborough,
owned by Sanyo Electrical Company, Japan.
The Church of Saini Mark, Old Ford, still
stands and is lmked under one vicar, the Rewvd.
Philippa Boardman, with the recently
renovated Charch of Saint Paul, St. Stephen’s
Road, F.3.

The Bevd. Boardman was mosl inlergsled in
the story of the wedding but church records
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for the period were no fonger readily avalable,
Lambeth Palace Libraey provided details of the
Revd. Hunt although | have relied manly on
what 1 ramember of the slory as related by
soune of the panicipants, phs the undaled and
unatttibuled newspaper cutling.

Uhe full mames of the wedding couple have
been withheld o avoid any possible
embarrassment Lo descendants.

Roy Haves

Adventurers

The year 2007 marks the 400" anniversary of
the: enlomisimg of Amenca hy English seitiers.
Three ships set sail from Blackwell in
December 2006, with a group intent o
making their forunes in the New World. For
Blackwall ol was just another event in its
colourfil history. During the 16™ century,
Blackwall shared in the excilement and
achievements of the greatest sea-fanng
adventurers of all bme. Ships deparied from
Blackwall, Limehouwse, Ratcliffe and Wapping
on voyages of discovery, rade and commerce
which teok them to the tar comers of the
world.

In 1577 Martin Frobisher set off from
Blackwall stairs on his vayage in search of a
Morth-wesi passage. Sic Waller Raleigh,
whose half-brother Sir Humplirey Gilbert lived
at Limehouse form 1573 10 1578, sailed from
here in 1596, op & vovage 1o Gulana i search
of gold. John Grenville, the voung sen of Sir
Richard Grenville of the Revenge,
accompanied Raleigh. Young Grenville was to
lose his hife before the end of the vovage.

In 1582 Edward Fenlon, who had sel sail from
Blackwall on a voyage to China caplured a
Spanish ship off the coast of Brazil. On board
her was an Englishmon named Richard Carter
from Limehouse, whe had been hving abroad
for twenty-four years, the last few of those up
the River Plate.
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Tn 1583 Jamees Hellua and Ricliand Mowos of
Blackwall sailed to Tripol, and a cerlain
JTames Welsh whao sailed 10 Benin in 15388 had
braved the Corsairs' coasls and seen Christian
slaves i Trpoli. The English matmers fought
munning latiles wiltk the Spanards, and ia
1592 Master Thomas White brought his
capiured Spanish prizes up lo Blackwall,

A few years later, on 1 7™ April 1610, another
of those great Elizabethan advenlurers, Henry
Hudson, set oul from Blackwall on his tast
tragic attempt 1o tind a North-west passage.

It was from Blackwall that the Yirginia
Settlers, the fivst Enghish people to succeed in
establishing a permanent home i America, sel
onit o the greatest adventure nf their lives, lod
by the intrepid Captain John Smith. On the
19" December 1606, three litlle ships sel sail
from Blackwall —1the Susan Constant,
commanded by Captan Chnstopher MNewpart,
the Godspeed with Captain Bartholomew
Cioznold and Lhe Discovery captained by JTohn
Ratcliffe. The 105 voyagers amived al whalt
became Jamestown, Yirgitia, on 26™ Apnl
1607, although six months later only 38 of
them wete stil! alive, the sirange land, fevers
and lack of resources laking a heavy toll of
life.

However, two of the cngnal men were stil]
alive and well wilh families in 1624, when the
census was laken, They were John Dods and
Joha Laydon, fisted as labourers on the Susan
Constant.

Two years later, i 1608 Mrs Forrest and her
maid Ann Burras amved, the fird two women
tr join the settlers. Mrs Forrest was the wife of
a London Merchani, and shortly after her
arrival in Jamestown the firsl mamiage was
recorded, between John Laydon, aged 27
years, and Ann Burras, aged 14 years. Then
daughter Virginia was descnbed at birth as the
first fruil of the fivat Enghizh Proteatant
marfiage in the New World. The census
records four daughters living with John and
Ann Laydon in (624,
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The geatlemen who haaded 1he expedition : REVIEWS
were London Merchants, all eager (o make ¢ : i
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iheir forlunes n this Mew World of vast
untapped resources. We do nat knew if Joln
Crods and John Laydon who were recraited o
join the ploneees, along with the other
labouwrers, skilled craflsmen and sailors, hailed
I..'l LIl };Hﬁl LU.[I'ZIU] 1. £4 lru]'..'-}" WSS SEITIETL,
those rectunted by Bartholomew Gospold
suffolk. Oosnold himsef died only weeks
after seiting up the colony, and recent
cxcavalions al the Jamestown sile have
revealed skeletal remamns thoughl to be that of
Guosnold, although that has yel to be proved.
Capeain Christopher Newport made several
vewages bebween Jamestown and Blackwall,
sitpplying the seitlers with fresh provisions,
and dispensimg comfort and advice, The ships
also ook mere and more setliens (o Amenca,
from Blackwall as well as from ports such as
Plymouth and Bristol, Although the death rate
continucd 1o b high, and life cxpectancy
arrvongest the seitlers was low, they eventually
eslablished themselves, and the rest, as they
say, 15 history Perhaps it 1s ned such a well
publicised fact that America’s ancestry has
such close ties with the East End of London, as
well as Essex.

A senes of events has been planned Lo run
throwgh the year at Blackwalt and 51 Matthais
Centre. An Exhibitions Jonrmey ta the New
World, 1s on at the Museum in Docklands
West Indta Guay, until May 2007,

Kosemary Taylor

ELHS hos a new publication neaning
complation. "The Borough Beyond™ by FPat
Francis, subtitled Life in Wesl Ham 1895 -
E9L5. It is likely 1o be about 160 pages, and
covers events such as the formation of the new
borough. the Jubilee, the Boer War, and cvenls
at the turn of the century, political changes,
arted the effects of the First World War, The
book should be available in the Spring.

The Memorjes ol an old East Ender By
Arthur Brnest Newens {1899 977} A5, 62
pages. plus over 30 photographs, maps and
family iree. Price £4.50 post free, from Mr S
Newens, The Leys, 18 Park il Harlow,
Essex CMI T DAE

Arthur Frnest Newens soid his Road Haulage
business in 1957 afler 2 hiietime of trading in
the Bethnal Green area, and retived Lo
Lotghion where af 1he Loughion Hall
Community Centre he learnt to touch type,
which epabled him 4o write his autoliography.
His eidest son, Slan Mewens, Member of
Parliament for Epping and Tarlow amd
bMember of the European Parliament for
London Central, has produced this delighttul
boek with the belp and expertise of Gregory
Cheker, grandson of Arlhur Newens.

All the famulies and streels around Gaseogne
Place off Columbia Road, Bethnal Green are
desceibed in great detail, wilh prices for renl,
{ood. and the hardships endured (o oblain a
living by repetiive work in order to eant
enough to support the Family.

Al the age of fourteen Arthur Newens lefl St
Philip': Church School with a dresm to
become an engineer. Economics of the ime
proved this to be mmpossible, though always
trying te ¢am a bit more, he hopped from pob
Lo job. 11is father, a policeman, helped him to
acquire wink al the engineenng workshop of
Scarmunel and Nephew i Fashion Sireel for a
low wage inetead of an apprenticeship. The
hours were long, 6 am Lo 5.30 pm. The
outbreak of World War One made job seeking
harder as emplovers were loath 1o train a lad
who could be drafted into Mililary Scrvice.
Changing jobs, he worked for |.andon General
Bus Company (later to become Lendon
Transport). He was drafled inlo the army
1917, waiped as a sigraiman, then oa arival in
France joined a handful of men just oul of the
lime, that twned out Lo be all that was lefl of
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the 15" Hattalion of the Royal Rifle Corps. His
expericnees were hard and a shock 1o an 18
vear old, and all his life he never forgol the
men or the hardships endured . After the
Armistics in Movember 1918, Arthur fell
vielim to the flu epidemic. Determined Lo hive,
he used all lus ingerity o relum o base camp
of his regimant al Winchester, where he was
mvalided oul wilh a 20 per cenl penston of 3
shillings 2 weck.

Selting up business with one lommy, his haulage
firm grew to 5 lormes, with his wife Keeping
the books. Rezlising that another war was in
the olfing, he built a bungajow al South Weald
where his three children spent the war vears.

I found this book fascinaling, knowing well
the area where most of his customers worked
m the fumiture manufacturing induslry, either
as small ime worlcshops or piece work al
home.

Arthur's son, Stan, i producing this beok as a
dedieation (o hiz Mather s hie, desenbes a way
of life with close knit family tes that has
slowly died out. Mr Stin Newens, 15 a member
of our Sociely and Chair of Essex History
Soctety and has given leciures to us i and
past. We should all iy to follow the example
of his father, and recerd our lives for fulure
generalions.

Doreen Kendakl

feast

THE CABLE - The Magazine of the Jewish
East End Celebration Sociely — Mo, 2. Price
£2.00

i am truly grateful 1o Cavid Behr for sending
me a copy of the magazine, via Dereen. [ read
il with great interest, fTom cover o cover, and
was amazed al the wealth of information i
provided. In the case of some of the ilems, i
was like mesting up with old fnends. [ was
privileged 1o take a walk around Brick Lane
and the surrounding streets with Professor Bill
Fishman, and Anna Tzetniker, when she
peinted out the site of the old theatrg, and
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recalled events long forgolten. Anna recalls
her years touning with the Yiddish theatre with
her father. There is an evocalive arbicle on the
Whitechape] Library, home and refugs 1o so
many inlellectuals, writers, painters an pocls.
& piece on the cfosure of the Fieldgate Great
Synagoguc recalled ils greal days and seme of
the more colourful characters involved in 1S
life. Interviews with Elholl Tucker, a Jewish
film-imaker and Bemard Kops, playwnght and
poel are bath lively and mformative. Included
15 a poem Bemard Kops wrote on Whatechapel
Library, Aldgate Easl, Some of its lines found
an ccho 1o my hear:

The reference fibrary, where my thonghis were
o ruge.

f ate book after booly, page giier page.

! seaffed poctry for hreokiast and novels for
foser

And plavs for my supper. No more poverty... ...

That door of the library was the door inlo me.

A Lorca and Sheffey vaid Come fo the

Whitechape! Library, Aldgate Fast,

The magazine appears 1o be an 'cccasional’
one, as | coutd pot find a dale on it al all.
Honvvever, if you wish to know more aboul the
proup and have an interest in the Jewish Fast
End, they have 2 websile www jeccs.org uk.
You can also contact the editer via email

¢ belington{d@jeecs org uk.

Rosemary Taylor

Henrietia Barneit in Whitechapel: Her
First Fifty Years by Micky Watkins 2065,
Published by the aulhor and Hampstead
{(zarden Subwh Archive Tmst 160 pp £9
Enguiries about buying this book should be
made 1o the aulhor a

mickywimbnushiibrary net

Hennclta Bamnett came 1o Whitechaped as the
wife of the Revd Samue] Rarnet!, of the parish
af St Jude in Whitechapel. For thirly years Lthe
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Barnetts woiked ielentlessly to dnprove and
uplifi ihe underclass whe Formed the majorty
of their parishioners. They firmby believed that
by providing stimulating and enlightenmg
recrealional activilies, they could creale a
differance. With this aim the Bamelis opened
the Whitechapel Ar Gallery where they held
vonwerbs, leoluies and sl exbobalions. Toyobes
Hall 15 a lasting memaonal to their endeavours
Lo improve the let of the underprivileged
Eastender. Hennedta Barpett also worked
lirelessly lo improve the lives of the voung
pirfs who were caught in 3 deadly trap of
poverly, squalor and deprivation, wilh the ever
present danger of sexual abuse, both withan the
lamily and in the community at large. It is
difficult to imagine the world in which they
Ived, where becoming pregnant at an early
age was literally a fale worse than death. The
chapter on Whitechapel Girls alone, is worth
buying the book,

This hook 15 2 valuable addition 1o our East
End hstory, especially Women's mstery, and I
congraiidale the anther for having prodioced o
A your can see, 1l has been published
privately, but wrnters and rescarchers like
Micky Watkins deserve all the support we can
ofter them.

Rasemtary Taylor
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Essex Ready for Anything by Michaet Faley.
Published by Suiton Publishing, Price £12.99
ISBN: 0-7509-4313-7.

This bock 15 abroul Eszex in the Second World
War, by the same author as Frontline Essex. It
conlaing 3 vear-by-year record of events in the
UWILI.:( iJlFI.illH ﬂl.\f Rl Aol IUﬂ.].. wel -ﬂgﬂl.l 1l
hackground of worldwide evenils. There ate
inlervicws with bocal people wha lived
threugh the period and around one hundred
Ulustrations. For further inflormation about the
lrook and whese to buy if, contact the authar

via email Michasl, Ephtnterpet.com.

Gilda O'Neill, East End Histornian and authar,
has a new book on sale *The Good Old Days’
- Crime, Murder and Mayhem in ¥iclonan
Londen {Penguin/Viking £16.9%} in which
she seeks to explode the myth that the 19™
entury was ag, 1Fnol more violent and
deproved than anything to be found today. Gun
crime at the time was rife, as was the drug and
prostifution problem — blamed, as now, on
immigration from foremgn shores!

A Gilda says: AF i basically sfows s that
nothing has really changed and those people
Whbr darlk abomet Roow it was a golden age, and
We @G SN M pie dig, ane completely
WERE.

Angela Burdett-Coutts 1514-1904, 2

centennial memonal te a Viclorian

philanthropisl. Weitien and published by
eimest Glynn, 2006, This AS booklel has been
prnted by Design Avenuc who also print this
newsletter. Emes Glynn has wriltten this 8
page (card covers) honage to the memory of
Angelz Burdett-Coulls whe was bom to
tremendous wealth and devoted herself to
helping the poor and disadvaniaged. It
summakises her activities and 15 1llustrated
with a lol of images related to them.

Orly 10K} humbered copies have been printed
and il is available from Design Avenue, PO
Box 190, Benfleet, Esscx, 357 9BO} for the
subsidised price of £] {plus 50p postage). Mr
Glynn 15 1o be applauded for his milialive in
preducing this btlle work, which might mspire
otbers Lo “go inlo primt”

Unfinislied journcy by Aubrey Morns,
ISBN 13 973-9513909-8-6. Published Ly The
Polermicist in conjunction with Arlery
Publications, 200k, 207 pages, card covers,
£12.99. This 1s the autobiography of ELHS
meimber Aubrey Morris and | quote the
summary on (he back.

“This 15 e story of ao extrac divar vy hile.
Avbrey Moms was bom inlo a Jewish émigre
family in Lendon's Last End. His father was a
baker who was addicted to gamblmg and
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managed 10 frefler away much of the bakery's
mcagre carnings, so life for the fannly was far
from easy. Aubrey lefl school with litle
[ormal educalion. was inUmalely invelved in
the 193(s battles with Mosley's fascists in the
East End, before joining the Brntish Army 1a
fight in Normandy. Once the war was over, lie,
Hke several of his comempeorartes, became a
London cab driver. After laking his family in
the black cab on holiday to ltaly m the carly
fithes, ke caughl the travel bug and plunged

it the rave] buziness,

e pioneered the wdea of package holidays for
his letlow cabbies, and became the mam
transporter for Spurs and England fans
travelling 1o the conlinent for mvay malches.
His siccess in the travel business brought im
wealth, a privileged Life and a greal dea] of
salisfaclion. Howewer, this didn’l shake s
conltnued belief in secialism and a fakrer
sociely For all.”

The first parl of the book paints a vivid piclure
of Aubrey’s carly life in the Cable Street area
and his carly introduction to left wing politics.
Called up in 1939 and serd 1o France he
expenicaced the retreat 1o Punkirk (no
Mormandy). Although he remained m the army
until 1946, damage to his heanng incurred
dunmg this period prevented him being sent
overzeas again. Fe became a cabbie in 193]
and, afler using the cab to fake his family to
Furope, realised the polential 1n providing
continental holidays 1o working class people.
In 1956 Raviera Holidays was launched and
his early experiences make fascinating reading
mow we are used (o just picking up a brochure
or doing it ourselves via the Internet. The final
patl of the book retums ko his inlerest in
politics.

Philip Mernick
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COAFORD ENGLISH DICTTONARY ASKS
FOR THE EAST ENIFS HELP T}
REWRITE THE DICTIONARY

If your granddad was a spiv, if you
remember when you first used the dog and
bune, ar if youve ever talen the mickey -
the {xcford English fHctionary urgently
needs your help

The C2xfisrd Faglish Dictiouary (OF81 is
asking for public assistence o help them (race
the hislory of forty well-known words and
phrases, The results of this new Wordhunt will
feature in lat BBC Two senes Balderdash &
Fiffle, presented by Victoria Coren, which
returns tis spring. The Oxford English
Dicitenary 15 the aceepbed authoily on Lhe
evolution of the English language over the lasi
millenniunt. It 13 an unsurpassed guide to the
meaning. mstory, and pronunciation of over
half a mallton words, bolh present and past.
For mote information about the dictionary,
please visit www oed.com.

Thas vear the (81 apd the BBC are appealing
via the Salderdash & Piffic Wordhunt for help
with several words and phrases, and they need
the Ead End's help. Several of the words en the
Wordhunt hisl seem to have Cockney otigins.
Can you help us pin (kem down and defend Easl
London’s rightful place in the dictionary®

Did spavs exisl before 19347
Did you take a bung before [9587

Iz “taking the mickey’ rhyming slang — and if
5oy, who on earlh was Meckey Bliss'”

Did you know the original Gordon Benaett?

Did you use the dog and bone befove 19617 -
and most smporiantly, did you wnile it down”

The OFELY seeks to Iind the carliest verifiable
usage of every single word in the English
language — currently 600,000 and countmg -
and of every separate mesning of every word
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The fory words on Uhe: new Wordhunl hst alf
have a date next {o them - comesponding to the
carlical evidence the dictionary currently has For
ihit word or phrass. Bui can the Brtish public
do betier? Successtul findings will not only
fegture 10 the new series but will be published in
the {02, Bome suggestions as 1o where Lo slarl
zan be found a1 bbe coukbaliderdash. Some of
the nation's favourte insuks also feature in
this year's Wordhunt. The Q20 15 opumistic
lhal help from the public will enakle them 1o
inprove their diclionary entnies for pral, wafly,
wassock, and fosser,

To join the Wordhunt, people need to {ind an
earlier appearance of the word ina book or a
magazine, in & movie scripl, a fanzine, or even
e gl lished papers, elles on & post-inarked
posicerd. It might even appear first online or in
a sound recording. The most impoelant thing s
Lhat it can e dated.

So dog s kolfocks meanng the bee 's knees
before 1989, anyone?

Sometimes the CED can't tell how a word was
invenled, so these words ara listed as QORIGEM
UNENCWN or ORIGIN UNCERTAIN and
the Balderdash & Fiffle team would love lo
hear convincing theories from the public. If the
theory 15 proved nght it mighl help m
rewrltng the dictionary.

lu 2066 Halderdash & Fiffle viewers came up
trumps by providmg cvidenee te update the
dictionary - setting them straight on the
pletghemen s Iench, the nisetv-nine 1ce cream,
and #re ol meney, among many others,

John Simpson, Chief Editor of the OF7) al
Oxford University Press says:

“Wordhnmiers mode Scwre remariohic
divcoveries in the faxt sertes. They fomimd
Wordhunt words tucked away in foorbal!
frmzives, LP3, schood newspapers. fust the sort
of sources we can 't easily get our amds on
Whes we re researchimg words.
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fi's grood et the bong-estullishod demovrate
fredigions of the dicticairy are coRBREIng.
{ur first prublic appeai went oul int 1859, and
we e heen busy coflecting information cver
since. We 've selecied forly words that are
puzziing the OEL s cdifors for the new
Wenrdhund, coned voe ve hopring for sowne more
grear rexwis!”

For Murther information and stifls please
conlsel: Ja Faster, Takeaway Media, 020
T424 5591, joatakeawaymedia.co.uk or
Kate Fargquhar-Thomson, OUP Publicity,
01863 353423, kate fargquhar-
thaomsonoup, com

Please include the info required for people to
submit their information to the project. They
can visit bbc.co.ulkbalderdash or email
alderdashi@bbe.co.uk | The forty words:

Nan's Best Fricnd

dog and bone (1961}

the dog’s ballocks { [ 989)
mucky pup (1984}
shaggy dog story ([946} *
sick puppy (1984}

Fui Downs and Iosulis

plonker [ 1966)
peal ( 1968} *
tosser (1977}
wally {1969)
wazzock (1984)

Sppend a Penny

domestic {1963)
glamour maode] (1981
loo (19440) *

regime change (1990}
whoopsie (1973)

Fashionist

{lip-flop (1570)



hancrdie | FOHAT
shell-suie { 19897
stiletko (1959}
fraimer {1973)

X Rated

dogglng {1993) *
kinky (195%)
matiat aid {1974}

pade dance {1992)
wolfavhastle (1952)

One Sandwi ot

bananas ( 9GE) *

bonkers {1957) *

dafl {or mad}) as a hrush (1945) *
derr bratn / dub brajn (1997)

one sandwich shorl of a picnic {1993}

Wiho Were They?

Blaoody Mary (1956) *
CGordon Bennetd! (1967) *
Jack the Lad (1981}

round rabip (1988)

Lo lake the mickey {1948) *

Dodgy Dealings

bung {1958) *
Glasgow kiss  (198T)
identily thefl (19913
spiv (1934) *
Ewiere { 1 900

* Ongin unknewn or of g unceran
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George K Sims

125 yeats ago, in 1882, was published one of
the most affecting pieces of Viclonan
lLiterature. Now only known from ils
{incorrect} title it has, ity my opinion been
much maligned. In fact i The Workhouse,
Christoes Dreiv by George R Sims 15 a peetly
accurafe reflection of many working peoples’
opiicnh of the way the Poor Law Acts were
imlerpreded dunng rthe lost quarter of the 1ot
century. Read it theough to the end and you
need to be fairly unsentimental nol to agree
with 1ls message.

Il was just one of a sencs of dramatic poems,
originally appearing in The Referee, thal were
publizhed 1n 1887 az fhe Dagoner Ballads.
The auther George R{obert) Sims (borm 160
vears ago in 15471 was a Londoner. He was
the son of a successful business man and was
educated at Hanwell College and Ronn, yet he
had a deep understanding of the struggle many
Londorers had to survive. Having slarted
working for lis father ma City office he
began contribuling articles lo magazines and
writing plays. Although med imcluded in the
ranks of top Viclonan lilerature, plays such as
The Lights af London and Harbowr Liglis
were very popular and mads him wealthy.

He stall retained radical views [fom his youlh
and was a friend of John Bums, Trade Union
leader, and MP from 1892; and gave leciures
on the need for sueial peform, Afler ong of
these meetings in Southwark, Stnis was
approached by Arthur Moss, a Jocal School
Board officer. Moss told Sims of the ternible
poverty that large numbers of working class
people were experiencing in London. Moss
offered Lo take Sims on a tour of the district,

Sims was 50 shocked by what he zaw and that
he decided to use his connections to bring Lhis
informaticn to the notice of the general public
and wrole a serics of articles for Fhe Fictoraf
Weorld, a new illustrated paper.  Iustrated hy
Fredenck Bumard, the arlicles were later
published as a bonk entifled How the Paar
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Erve {1889), Anicles aviganally published 1
the Daify News sppeared in anolhers volume
called Florrifde Lotdon (1 RES).

He also weote several dramatically titled books
such as The Rlack Stain (1907} which
examined social condifions in East London.
He also avied as edilos Don e Gaes volums
Livirg Lovefon (1900 1 which 15 a fascinating
and brilliandly ilbusirated colleciion of arlicles
on 2 hege number of Lopics. 15 autobiographv
My Life: Sixty Years' Recollections of
Hobenden [omdon was pubhished in 1917 and
also makes mleresting reading, Georgs Sims
died in 1922,

IN THE WORKHOUSE,
CHRISTMAS DAY

Tl 15 Chrsimas Tay im e Warkhionse,
And the cald bare walls are braght
With parlands of green and holly,

And the place 15 a pleasant sight:

Fer with clean-washed hunds ond feces
I i lemag amd hungey line

The paupecs 51 at the tables,

For this is the hour they dine.

And the guardians apd thesr lzdies,
Aftheasgh e wind i= east,

Have come in thetir furs and wrappets.
Towatch their charpes feast:

To smile and be condescending,

Pul pudding on pauper plates,

Te be hasts al the warkhouse banguet
They ve pawk For — with e rates.

Oh. the paupers are meck and lowly

With their “Thank e kindly, miim*s’

S0 long as they (il their slormachs,

W'hal enatter it whenee it cotnes?

Bk one of the old men mutters,

And puahes his plate aaide:

“(rocal God 17 he ories; “bul of chokes me !
For this 18 the day sfre died.”

The puardians pazed in horio,

The master's face wenl whils,

“Ind & pauper refuse ther pudding?”
‘Ciold thewr ears believe arght?”
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Then tha ladies clutzhed their badsands,
Thinking the man would die,

Struck by a boll, or something,

By the awraged {me on high

[3ul the pauper sal for a momenl.
Then rose ‘mid a silence grim,

Far the ofhers had ceased to chaiter
A treeabled in every limb.

FEe leded al the puardians” ladies,
Then, evemy their lords, he said.

‘1 eal nol the food of villains
Wheose hands are foul and red:

“Whose viclims oty for vengeance

From their dank, uphallowed graves.”
*He's drunk!” said the workhous: master.
“0r else he's nyad, and raves.”

"Mol drumk or mad,” cried the pauper,
“But un]}‘ a |itaided East,

Wha, toms by the hounds and mangled,
Drrcline’s the wisliare™s frast,

“l cafe not 2 curse bor the guardians,
And [ won't b draygped aviy.

Just |2l me have the il cul,

s anly on Chnsimas Day

Tt the hlack past comcs o goad me,
And prey on my burning brain;

1711 tell wou the rest in a whisper, -

| swear | won'| shout again,

“Egep wvour hands ofF nie. curse you!
Flear me right oul & the gnd

Y ou come here 1o see how paupecs
The seasen of Christmas spend.

Y ou come here to walch us feeding,
As they walch the captured beast
Flear why a perroless paupe

Bpits om your paliny fasl.

o vou think | will take your bounty.
And let you smile and think

You're doing a noble action

With the parish’s meat and drink?
Where i my wife, you lrailors -

The poor old wile you slew?

Yes, by the God sbave us,

My Mance was Killed by you!

“Last winter my wife lay dying,
Slarved 1o Glthy den:

1 had never been Lo the pansh,—
1 come 1o the porish thean



1 swallowed my pride in coming,
Far, cre the ruin came.

I held up my head as a trader.
Amd 1 bote a spotless name.

“l comue to the pansh, craving

Bread (or a starving wite,

Bread for the woman who'd loved me
Through ity vears of life;

And what do you think they told me,
Mocking my awiul griet?

That “the House” waz open to ug,

But they wouldn't give “put relief.”

“[ slurk o the filthy alley —

“Twas u ¢old, raw Christmas eve —
And the bakers’ shops were open,
Tempting 4 man o thieve;

ol | clenched wy fists 1ogether,
Holding my head awry,

8o T came to her empty-handed,
And mournfubly told her why.

“Then | told her “the House™” was open;

She had heard of the ways of thar,

For her bloodbess cheeks wenl crimsomn,
Aned up 1n her rags she =L

Crying, “Bide the Chnstmas here, John,
We've never had one apart.

I think | can bear the hunger, —

The other would break my heat™

‘All through that eve | watched her,
i [elding her hand 1n mine,

Praving the Lord, and weeping

Tl my lips were salt as brine.

| asked her onee if she hunpered,
And ag vhe szewered “Dio,™

The moon shone inal the window
set i a wreath of snow.

“Thezo the toom was bathed 1o glory,
And | saw in my darling’s eves

The fwr-away ook of wonder

That comes when the spiri thes;

And her fips were parched and parted.
And her reason came atwd went.

For she raved of our home in Devon,
Where our happiest days were spent,

*And the accents, long forgotten.
Came back 10 the longue once more
Fot shes talkewd Tk the: conmiry lassie
I woor'd by the Devon shore.
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Then she rose o her feet and rembled
And tell on the rags and moancd,

And, “Give me a erust — I'm Famished —
I'ar the love of Ged1” she groancd.

*| rushed from the room ke 2 madman
And fiew Lo the workhouse gaie,
Cryving. UFood Ior o dying woman!™
And the wnswer came, “Too late™
They drove me away with curses:

Then 1 fought with a dog n the streel,
And tore from the mongrel’s clutches
A crust he was irying to cat,

“Back, through the filthy by-lanes !
Hack, through the trampled slush

Up 1o the crazy garmet,

Wropped in an awiul hush.

My hearl vonk down ol the threshold,
And | paused vath a sudden thrll,
For there in the sifv'ry moonlight
My Naace lay, cold and still

“Up to the blackened ceiling

The sunken cyes were casi —

[ kmew on those lips ath bloodless

My name had beci the lasi:

She'd called for her absent hushand —
0 God ! had | hut known ! —

Had calted 1n vain, and in anguish

Had died in that den — afone,

“Yes, there, i a lund of plenty,
Fayv a loving woman dead
Cruelly starved and murdered
For a loaf of the parish bread.

At vondder pate, 1ast Chrisimas,

I ermved fog 2 human Jife.

You, who would feast us paupers,
What of my murdered wife®

“There, gel ve gone (o your dinners:
Exon't mind me i the least;

Think of the happy paupers

Eauing vour Chrisimas feast,

And when vou recount therr blessings
I your smug pivochial way,

Say what you did for me. too,

Omly last Christmas Day.*
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Eust s
SPRING COACH TRIP

0?‘1 O”_J SATURDAY APRIL 28™
Yo TITSEY PLACE & WESTERHAM

Wﬂ will first be going 1o Westerham, an atiractive small town/large villsge in NW Kenl. The
childhaod home of General Woolfe, Quebec House. is there & cian be visited from 1 PM onwards.
I have not arvanged a party visit - National Trust immembers can get in tree, it costs £3.30 for others. It is
fairly small, we shall nod have 2 lot of time before going on to Titsey Place. There is also a fine chorch
& some atiractive hovses, Pubs and cafes are available for lunch {(own arangements).

Titsey Place is the main ohjective. It is a country house in parkland tucked away beneath the North
Doyvwns, Just a few miles from Westerham, It gives the appearance of a complete Victorian estate with
church & village. The hobse, however, is basically Georgian with Vicloman remodeling and enlargement

Tt was the home of the Greshams and then later the Leverson-Crowers, rich London merchaats. They were
enthusigstic collectors of furnilure, poecraits, paneling etc, There 15 also a sieiking walled garden and
woilland walks on the slopes of the Downs.

Entrance i3 £7.50, including a conducted towr of the howse. I will collect this on the coach.
The coach fare will be £9.50 per person.

The pick-up will be at the bus pull-in in Grove Road, round the corner from Mile End Station, at
9.30 am. It is only a short joumney.

Please fill in the booking slip below and send 1o me, Ann Sansom, 1% Hawkdene, London E4 TPFE.
Tel. 020 8524 4504 for enguiries. (Photocopy it if you donr't wish to speil your newsletter.)

S S sV AR U PRIt 3 FE Lo S

SPRING COACH TRIP
Saturday 28% April 2006

I"'We would like to reserve __ Ticketés for the cozch trip 1o Titsey Place & Westerham,
NAMESS

ADDRESS __

TEL NO.

(Chegues to be made payable to the East London History Society.)




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

