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Eililaiial Mole!

The Mewsletler is edited. tvpesel and produced by
Rosemary Tavlor wilth the assistance of an editornal
Ieam eemprisitng Philip Memick, [Doreen Kendall,
avid Behr, and rireen Oksbaorme.

Char prarefil thanks to all the contributers of this
ediion of the newsleller. We have a wide variely
of lopics and e rusl our members will enjoy
reading it as miech as | have, whilsl compiling the
newaletter. Letlers and arieles on 1ast lnd history
and remamiscenees are always weleome and we
make every efforl to publish suitable material,
Whilst hand-written erticles are accepluble, items
of iniemesi thal sre ypesrilien o even beila shtl,
on disk wilt gel poomty!!

Enguiries to Dofeomn Kendail, 290 Pelgaws Houwse,
Cranbrook 1istate. Bethnal Cireen, London E2 ORE,
Tel: 3208 981 TER0. or Philip Memick. email:
phil@meamicks.com

Al gueries regarding membership should be
auddressed 1o Hanold Mermick, 42 Camphbel! Road,
[y, Londem 13 4137

Check owt the History Society 's websile ol
v, castlondonhislory.org. uk.

Thi progent commities are: Fhilip Memick,
Chmonun, Doreen Kendall. Secietary, 1arald
Mermick. Membetship, David Behr, Programme.
Ann Sansom. Doreen Osborne. Bob Dunn. and
Rovemary Taylor.
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The Mistory Channel

We are a prokduction company making a
house history series for The Iestory Channel.
We would like to fealure a London honse
during the Znd World War which probably
stif] has @ sheller in the back garden which
wee'd Tike b axcavate.

Do vou have the names of anyvone who may
have such a thing and would be interested in
hnding cut more ahout how ther house wenl
mitey, survived through and emerged out of the
Znd World War?

i ary of onr mrembers are interested i the
above, or woald like to participate in this
project, please contact Philip Mernick for
etails. This information came via email on
the fi" May, so it may be too late, but worth a

fry.)

Obiteary
Allan Young 1930 — 2006

Allan Young lived the first ten vears ol his hie
in Salmon Lane, moved o Essex duning the
war and cventually 1o Tonbridge in Kenl. His
vivid memortes of hig childhood and his high
qualily photographs, mostly lronn the 1950s,
were published by ELHS as “The Fast Tind 1
Knew™ in 203, As a member of our sociely
he coninbuted 1o out Mewsietier
comespondence and was recently
enthusiastically researching The People’s
Palace {see page 44,

We ofler sincere condolences to his wife Ann,
daughter Berenice and sens Andrew and Sam.

Subseriplions Lor 20645-7

IT vou don’l get a reminder form with this
newslelter, vou have already paid.

o)




EAST LONDON HISTORY
SOCIETY PROGRAMME
2006-7

Thursday 21 Seplember 2006

Tower Hamlets Archives O ollection
Maleolm Barr-Hamillon

Thursday 19 October 2006

Jewish Firemen in the east end in ¥World
War Il

Stephanie hMallman

(preceded by AGM at 7.00)

Thursday 16 November 2006

Muriel & Doris Lester of Kingsiey Hall
Alex Btrallon

Thursday 7 December 2006
Yiclarian & Fdwardian Music Hall,

illustrated by recorils of the original artisis
Chuts Swannee

Thursday 15 January 2007

Social Benefils and William Perkin®s
discovery af Mauvine
Dravid Leaback

Thursdax 15 Febryary 2007

Recent research on Elghteenth Century
Wapping
Derek Morris
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Thursday 22 March 2007

How the body snalchers of Bethnal Green
teroed to nurder to supply the surgeans
Sarah Wise

v 12

Reminiscences of a Trade Unionist
Max 1eviias

Thursday 17 Mavy 20HI7

Open meeling - inventions: how they have
changed our lives

The lectures are held on Thursday evenlings
a1l 7.30 pm in the Latimer Congregational
Church Hall, Ernest Street, EL. Ernest
Street i between Harford Street and
Whitehorse Lane. off Mile End Rowd
{Opposite Queen Mary and Westfield
College). The nearest Underground Stations
are Mile End and Steprey Green.

Buas No. 25,

Suggestions and ideas for fulure topics and‘or
speakers for our Lecture Programme are
always welcomed. IF you can suggesl someone
or indeed if vou would like o give a lalk
yourself, please do come along 10 the Open
Evening i May, and meet David Behe, our
Pregramime co-ordinator

Allernalively, email our Chairman Philip
Mernick at phil@maernicks.com with your
comments and suggestions.
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A GRAND IDEA: THE PEOFPLES
PALACE, MILE END ROATD

The building East Londoners know as “The
People’s Palace’ is the theatre buslding
situated on the north side of Mile End Road
just east of Bancrofl Read. Perhaps we should
refer (o the building in the past tense, for over
recent decades it has ceased o funclion as a
eomnmunily theatre and has been fully
integrated in the University of London Queen
Mary College complex. The onginal
distinctive fagade has been retained and
although the entrance steps have gone the
building is still recognisable as “The People’s
Palace’

Some confusion arises in compiling the
carly histery. Originally the ‘Pecple’s Palace’
was the building we now know as Queen Mary
College, and the place East Enders know as
the “People’s Palace’ i3, of was, the separale
1936 theatre building adjacent 1o the College.
In essence, Queen Mary College was
originally called the People’s Palace.
Howewver, it 15 nod the (wo bulldings
themselves that are interesting, but the concept
of how and why they came inlo existence.

The very name - the Peaple 's Palace -
has a Communistic nng about il. The name
would nol be out of place in China or the old
Sovict Union. But this conaolation 15 nol valid:
the records make no mention whatever of
political motivation. Indeed the inspiration of
the onginal building was philanthuopc. It was,
Lo quote, ‘a place in the East End for healthy
recrearion and intellectval advarcement ',
Viclonan social reformers considered that the
East End population needed an cstablishment
to provide enterlainment and mental
enlighlenment to relieve the drudgery of their
wiwk-a-day lives. Lolly aspuasbions — and
maybe wishful thinking?

There is no single origin of the
People’s Palace, several strands develop in
sequence, so how far back should one go™ A
convenient place to start 15 perhaps with
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Alderman Francis Banerofl (1667-1727). 1t
was quile common in the late seventeenth and
carty cighleenth centuries for men of means,
oflen associated with crafl guilds, to bequest
in their Wills for the creation of almshouses
and schools for the working classes, Such a
gentieman was Francis Bancroft, whose Will
provided for the building of twenty four
almshouses for old men, together with a
school for one hundred boys of the Drapers’
Company. This Company, of which Francis
Rancrofl was a member, were the trustees of
the bequest. In execution of their duties, they
purchased a five acre field on the north side of
Mile End Roead for the buildings and grounds.
The almshouses were opened in 1737 and the
boys™ school n 1738

[n the early 180K)s another thread
coierges, that of John Thomas Barber - a man
ol many facels. He was an artist and a soldier,
he Founded a bank, and stared the fast lifc
and fire insurance companics. For some reason
in 1812 he added Beaumont to his name, - he
died in 1841, leaving a considerable sum in
trust for the continuation of his philanthropic
ambitions.

L 1882 Uw nolable Viclonan novelist
Walter Besant published his novel “4{f Soris
and Conditions of Men - an impossible story”
Although a work of fiction, # had a strong
secial content, and while il may nol have had a
direct result in the creation of the People's
Palace, the story uncannily foretells the
concepl of the Patace,

To adnunister the Barber-Beaumont
bequest Sir Edmund Hay Curric ¢stablished a
Chanty for ‘the benefit of the inhabitonts of
Beaumoni Square and the surrounding
neighbourfiood for the purposes of affording
the inrelfecinal tmprovenent ard raiensl
recreation... The Trustees were influenced in
stating these aims by a 1883 Royal
Commission which reporied that ‘England was
losing her lead in world markels owing te the
lack of workers with lechnical skills.. . If
opporiunity was given for technical training,

d



men could once more b prond of their skifls
and supply a need in modern industry”.

This charitable venture coincided with
the availability of the onginal Bancroft sile,
the school had moved to Woodford in Essex
and the alinshouses were in now | 50 years otd.

Ultimately sufficient tunds were
assured and ptans were drawn up, and in 1886
the Prince of Wales laid the foundation stone
of the Queen’s Hall of the People’s Palace.
The benefaction and ideals of those three
people — Francis Bancrofi, Barber-Beaumont
ond Walter Bezant, ecemed at last now likely
1o come 1o fruition: the idea of building a
centre of recreation and Jearning for the
advancement of Hast Londoners.

In May 1887, less than a vear after the
laying of the foundation stone, Queen Yiclona
opened the firs facility, the vast 2,500 seat
Queen's Hall, with its curved stained glass
roof, large concert organ and choir
aceomniodation for three hundred singers.
Waller Besant, now Sir Waller, was present al
the epening and it must have given him
immense satisfaction 1o see his 1impossible
dtery eome into being,

With the completion of the Queen’s
Hall construction of the remaimder of the
complex proceeded at a pace: the octagonal
library, the winter garden, the swimming pool,
the gymnasium, with its roller skating rink.
The lechnical schools were opened in 1588
and 3(¢) boys were enrolled, fees were £2 per
year, bul many boys received a Drapers’
Company scholarship. By 1892 the whole
People’s Palace complex was complete. Tn
only six years Walter Besant's dream had
become a reality.

From the records there seemed no
doubt that the People's Palace was fulfilling its
function of providing healthy enlertainment
for the :ast Londoners. There were shows of
domestic live stock and horliculture, there
were art exhibitions, military displays, the

ELHS Newsleller Surmmer 2006

library served around twelve hundred people
per day. Twenty thousand people attended a
chrysanthemum shew, and the 1888 bank
holiday altracted twenty six thousand people
The concens given in the hall also appemed
well supported. Sir Edmund Hay Curmie,
delending Sunday opening, fancifully
commuented that ... i FLast End Fassband
srned owt of doors while dinner was got
ready, founges about Mile End Road amd
leans against posts sntid one o olock, when he
goes o the nearest bar and remalns

there... .. .. now however hie firnds the great
{een s Hall, well warmed amd lighted, open
ter breem | and eveelfent recitelys of sacred misic
performed for fes benefit' 1t is perhaps
stretehing credibility that the tvpical East
London worker from the docks or brewery
would resort to a recital of sacred music 1o
while away his time till the pubs opencd? But
who knows, the records show atlendances 1n
excess of three thonsand for these concerts;
but at least there was somewhere warm and
dry for the husbands while waiting for their
dinper!

The educational side of the Palace
prospered also. The numbers attending day
and evening classes were cncouraging Fven
30, Sir Edmund had higher aspirations — he
visualized the facilities assuming a
‘university” status — nol in loday's
understanding of the word, bul in the sensc
thal every [ast l:nd workman proud of his
trade should have 'graduated” from the school.

Towards the end of the 1800s il was
becoming clear that a conflict of ideals was
developing between the recreational and the
educational facilitators. This was not only a
dilemma for the Governoss, but also although
the Palace had received subslantial capital
sum3, there wos no conlinuing endowment. By
1891 the Palace was almost at the end of its
resources and unable to meet its interest
payments. Forlumately short erm relief was
secured tor the next ten vears by the
continuing generosity of the Drapers’
Company.



The facililiea and status of the College
went from strength to strength - more
buildings were added on the site and other
buildings were acquired, more advanced
subjects were added o the curricnlum. The
library became a problem, for it did not serve
the schoot specifically, but was for all the 1ast
Cnd people. In due esurse it wai tranaferred to
the Mile End Old Town Vesley in Bancroft
Road.

Movieg on 1o 1931, an evenl occurred
that was of momenlous importance in the
histery of the People’s Palace. On the night of
25" of February the Queen's 11atl in the
College caught fire, the roof fell in and the
Hall was completely destroved. The Palace
Governors unmediately approached Lthe
College regarding restoration, and received a
definite rejection. They considered that the
recreational nature of the hall was
icawpatible to he giowmng prestige of the
{ollege and asked the Palace 1o consider re-
siting the hall elsewhere.

Yei again, the Drapers’ Company was
1o save the situation, It was their view that it
would be a mistake to rebuild the Queens Hall
I it previous posibion, agrecing wilh Qe
College that the educational and recreational
facilities should indeed be separated. 1t
transpired that the south west corner of the old
Bancroft Almshouses and School bequest was
previously disposed of by lease for the
erection of a row of houses ~ the 5t [Helen's
Terrace fronling Mile End Road. This would
be a very suitable location for a new theatre
building, and with a generous cash donation
from the Drapers’ Company for a new theatre,
the 5t Helen's site was acquired.

The architects appointed for the new
Peoples Pulace building were Campbell Jones
and Sons and Smithers, with Mr George Cole
for the interior. The building was guite modern
and luxurious, not imitating the omatg
traditional West Ead Victorian ¢ Edwardian
theatres. Mosl of the ground flocr was devoled
to a spacious entrance tover and a huge 1600
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veat theatre. On the first floor was the balcony
and box sealing of the main hall together with
a second theatre. There were the usual
technical and scenery facilities o serve the
{wo thealres, and in the basement was a
restaurani.

Carved stone panels on the fagade
were by the famous sculplor Enc Gill,
representing ‘Fellowship®, ‘Drama’, ‘Music',
‘Dancing’, “Sport’, and ‘Recreation’. A further
panel records the date: 1936,

However this splendid building was
dogged with financial difficulties from the
start. The local MP, George 1ansbury,
appealed to the public for £60,000) towards the
£140 0011 needed for the construction
Ssemchow the money was donated and
borrowed, and construction began. The
foundation stone was lad in 1936 by the Lord
Mayor and the building was effiesally opened
in 1937 by King George V1.

In the 19505 the BBC renied the
theatres for music broadcasts, the main hall
alzo served as a cinema,

The theatre building in Mile End Road
that East Londoners knew as the People’s
Patace had the short life of only seventeen
years, from heing opened in 1937 to becoming
absorbed in the Queen Mary College complex
in 1954. Deducting the dormmant six war years,
the effective life as a community facility was
reduced o ouly cleven yeus. When i reads
of the huge attendances for events at the
original Queens Hall, and the Winter and
Summer gardens, it is obvious that the new
building never achieved the same popularity
or regained iU's former glogy,

In relrospect we mighl consider why
the original intention of the People’s Palace,
as visualized by Walter Besant and J T
Barber-Begumont, started to decline afier the
1931 Qucen's Hall fire. It could be said that
the whole purpose of this ventere of providing
‘healthy recreation and intellectual



advancement’ for the East End community
ultimately faaled. Mow, in 2004, just over one
hundred ycars after the completion of the
original Peopic's Palace, Queen Mary College
iy a prestigious University in its own right,
offening high academic studies for students
from &l social sireams and backgrounds. Bul
the ‘recreational” aspect of the original
conception has all bul disappeared,

There were several reasons for this
situation. Ome reason was Whal 0O combine
educational and recrestional facilities with
equal emphasis under one reof, was indeed
unrealistic, the two aims were not compatible.
in the carlier days ot the Palace, the greal
Queens [all, with the Winter Gardens, the
gymmasium, swimming pool and lennis courls
were community recrealional facililies, Lhe
lechnical schoels were of sccondary
importance. Bui as lime progressed, the
academic side grew In importance vis a vis the
recteational side. Ultimately by 1954 the
accommodation reguirements for the Queen
Mary College overtook the declining lortunes
of the People's Palace Theatre, and a major re-
design was carmed oul Lo imcorporate the
ariginal 1936 theatre into the College

Another reason was that the level of
entertainment provided by the Palace was
hardly likely o ever appeal 1o 1sast Londoners,
who generally preferred the Variety theaire,
The visionaries and bequest trustees of Lhe
People’s Palace had admirable intentions,
bringing “cinliure’ in the Fast Fnd, but were
misguided in thinking that Fast 1.ondoners
actually wanied cullure; “entertaanment ,
certainty, but there is a difference between
culture and popular ententainment.

Also, one has to recognize the
changing habils of working class sociely
Events at the origimal Queen’s Hall in the late
E800s and carly 1900s altracted thousands of
people, because there was litt]e alternative
entertainment - no television or radio or
cinema, there was no holiday travel, very little
home comforts, no moeney for visits 1o dislant
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theatres or exhibilions. For the majority there
were the casily accessible pubs and the music
hall and local dances. So the varied events at
the old People™s Palace did indeed fill a

vaguum ia the lives of East Londoners

Gradually the lot of the ordinary people did
improve, the Second World War was the
walershed.

So, the People’s Palace was a brave
concept — i1 came into being with Lhe best
intentions - the onginal Queen’s Hall and the
lechnical school served their respective
purposes for a tire. But evenrtually the
artisans’ school became a modern University,
and the People’s Palace theatre did not provide
the entertainment the East Enders wanted.

The lufly ideals and generaus
benefactions of Francis Bancroft, Juhn
Barber-Beaumont, Walter Besanl and the
Drapers Company from way back in the
eighteenth century did come (o fruition, but
the fundamental concepl of providing both
culture and learming for the East Enders was
nis-judged. a walien of Guagg, Foo the ficst
half of the 20" Century the Fast linders have
had 1o cope with two world wars, poor
working and living conditions, and poverty -
s0 concerts, opera and study had little priority.
in the present dav it would have probably
worked. A grand idea, nevertheless.

Allan Young

Note: This arli¢le. which was included in this
eedition prier to the news of Allan’s death, 15 a
much cdited down version of a booklet
praduced by the author *A Short History of the
People's Palace’, which includes many
illustrations. Allan had offered (o produce
copies of this full version if requested, but this
may nn lenger be possibie. Philip Mernick

will check.




MEMORIA]. RESEARCH

Don't fuegel, Duseen and Diane Kendall, with
Doreen Osborne and a dedicated group of
volunteers are in the Tower Hamlets Cemetery
Park on the second Sunday of every month at
2 pm, mehculously researching graves and
recording memorial inscriptions, They would
welcome any help members can offer. This
labour of love has grown inte a project of
¢nomous proporiions and complexity, with an
impressive database of graves rescarched, with
illustrations attached.

LInfortunately, due to the pressurc of work,
Doreen and Diance cannot undertake any
rescarch on behall of individuals seeking their
ancestors in the cemelery, but would welcome
any information that has been uncovered
through personal searches. (hwing to a hicoup
on the Cemetery website, they were inundated
with requests — one week alone they had over
fifty, many with long lists of names!

BOOK SHELF

Huguenot Tales by Stanley Rondeau, 2005,
0 pages, card covers, AS, £5 from the author
(23 Oakwood Crescent, London N21 INX) or
Tower Hamlets Local Hlistery Library.

The author has packed a lot into these 30
pages. The sublille reads “An Everyday Story
of Hugtienot Folk™ and he follows the
Raondeaus from sixteenth century Sedan, then
independent of France, to Spitalfields, and
traces the complex history of the family
threugh to modesrn times. Even if one is not
particularly into family history research this
“detective story™ makes for fascinating reading
and shows how much can be found out if you
really work al it. The author hag included
many pictures, usually coloured.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Philip Mernick receives many enguiries via
email, and endeaveurs to respond fo them all
Below s a selection of emails, with
FesSpOnses.

(30406

From Michael Coughlan: Can vou help me?
1 am researching my cvacuation. | returned
from Devon on, or soon after, 20 June 1945,
The tocal paper of the time (Dagenham Post)
says that all the evacuces that returned (o
Dagenham over a peried of days (some
hundreds) stopped at & sentre in Whitechapel.
They were fed and cleaned vp after rail
journcys from various parts of the country and
moved on by bus to Central Hall, Dagenham
Can you tell me where that ook place in
Whitechape], please? Presumabiy it applied to
all evacuees relurning to East London and was
used 33 2 marshalling operation,

This enguiry was forwarded fo Tower Hamlery
Local History Library. Malvodm Barr-
Hamtltows, Borough Archivist replied:

[ am atrard we are unaware of which the
institutioi i Whitechape! o wlich you refer
may have been. Evacuation from this arca was
organised by the London County Council
particularly its Iiducation Department for
which the records are held al the London
Metropolitan Archives

(ask Ima@cityoflondon. gov.uk)

S04/

Jim Lay asked:

| have found that a great greal aunt was born
at Wellinglon Streel in 1839 Much later
Charles Booth paints a very dim picture of the
street. 1 wonder if you might know if it had
ihe same reputation in 18397

PM replied:

1 am afraid I don't knew much about that area.
Certainly Shoreditch had a very bad reputation
al the end of the 191h century being the site of
the nolorious Oid Nichol slums,



"immertalised” by Arthur Morrigon ag “The
Jago". This was just the other side of
Kingstand Road to Wellington Street. 1t must
hiave been quite narrow as it isa't shown on
many maps. | doubl if it was much different in
183% Wellinglon Road and the surrounding
sireels have now vanished. 1 sugpest you
contact Hackney Archives who may be able (o
give you somme more informatien. They have 2
gaod collection of old photographs but | doa't
know if they have anything of Wellinglon
Streel. hitp:/fwww hackney pov uk/hislory/ca-
archives

S04

From RW Standing:

O the 131k Dec 1940 a pilet named Peter
Campbel] crashed in Canada and died there.
His parents were, [ believe, Alexander and
Donothy. There is reason 1o believe the family
mav have been living ol Poplar, at least m
1916 when Peter was bamn. [Uwould be of
great assistance if you could advise whether
any such name 15 recorded on the war dead for
the area. 1 undersiand the strcrafl and remains
have been found. Peter Campbell may have
been born bn my part of the country in 1916,

Medoordnnr B v-Homilton advised that there i3
wo general war memorial for fhe war dead of
Peylar fur the Second World War.

24042006

Eran Walsh asked:

I'm duing a bil of research for 4 (nend. He s
swarching for las fallicy's howse 1o (the cast

end. Mis father came 1o the UK in 1940 and he
thinks he used to live in a houwse catled Helen
or lelena [House. Its postcode is 121 and the
sireet was called Wallis Ward Street - they
think! They think the building has been
demolished but its 20 yvears since his death and
he and his family would like {0 visil the area in
his memory and explore where he ived el
Dho you know where it is and if was
demalished ¢ic? Or could you let me Know
where | could find oul these delails?
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PAf replied:

The snle [elena 1louze | can trace 1a 131 was
in Lolesworlh Street, Spriatficlds. There
wasis? a Helen House in Bethoal Green (B2}
Please ask you friead if they know which parl
ol E1 11 was,

IR () R

From Bernice Rubenstein:

Ref. (dd Montague Street. Do wou know if
this street was known by another name as il
can'l be picked up in the old census
documents.

FA roplied!

The section between the cument (Osborne
Streel & Greatorex Street was called already
called 0d Montague Sireel in 1831, Before
that il was just Montague Street, The eastern
section of the carrent Old Montlague Strect
was originally called Prince's Street

13/05/06

Frem John Boyens:

I'm rescarching my family history and
wondered if you could help me? | live in New
Zealand. My Greal Grandfather William
IHenry Boyens was a Blacksmilh and was
killed by & mn-a-way horse and cart on June
fh 1867 at Whitechapel. T would love 1o find
any news repaort, or a Coroner's Repori, about
the accident and wondered if vou could help
wilh sourees that | might ¢xplore. | would be
so wraleful, for any advice.

M replied.

T suggest you contact Tower [Hamlets [ocal
History Library. | usually find them very
helpful.

hitp:/fwww lowerhamlets, gov. ukd/data/commu
nity/datalibranes/dalahistory-archive cfm

They have all of ihe Jocal newspapers on
microfilm, there is a fair chance thal e cvenl
was recorded.

1605106
t have been researching my family history and
have loday been miroduced (o another hine of
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Godiera of which 1 was not oware. My new
conlact lells me that my family had links with
Victoria Park and thal a statue exists or existed
of one of my ancestors - James Godier |
believe - have you any records of the
ownership of the park? | am told that the deeds
were 2]l destroved in WWIL and the Godier
link was lowt.

P replied:

Can vou be sure which Victoria Park it is -
there are hundredys of them in the UK and
acrosy the Emprre. The owe | know of, in Last
Lendon, has abwayy been in loval authority
ot ship, As i as £ know it has mever Iad
any statues of people.

I was told it was the one in London E2 but I'm
not sure so | thought I'd do a bit of checking

Lowoks as if it conld well be. The 1881 census
has o Jwmes Goddier ovn in Rethwial Grecw in
{88,

[ R ERTLRI S

Erguiry rcme pof 0N INCSSAEC

Dear society member,

1 write after rcading your website to see
whether you ¢an help mie to [iod 1oy greal
grandparents William Henry Hunt and his wife
Alice, nee Jewell.

My grandfather, Thomas, was their youngest
som, born on September 10th. 1843, He lefl
England on July |5th. 1861 on the ship
Alackwall for South Ausiralia.

His older brother - named William Henry -
marnied on April 10th 1354 at the Pansh
Church in the Parish of Bethnal Green. He

and his wife Margaret Beety give their place of
residence as 10 White Si. on their marmiage
certificate. This couple migrated soon
atterwards and lived in the state of Victoria,
Auslralia.

Buolh these sons named their parents on their
miarmiage cerlificates and their father's
vccupation as Sawyer. My grandfather gave
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Poplar a< his original birbplace, and this was
confimmed on his brother's death certificate.

What I would like 1o learn is - | - where
White St ts 2nd 2 - possibly find the death
cerlaficate of both my greal grandparents. Can
vou help me to discover these, and if not, have
you any suggaestions 1o make?

PM replied:

White Street i1s now called Vallance Road. If
you scarch for "Vallance Road, [:2" on
Multimap http://uk8 multimap.com! you will
get 2 map showing the location.

[ am afraid [ have no expertize ax far as
genealogy goes. To obtain a death centificate
vou would need to know either date or place
of death and unfortunately William [Hunt is not
an unusual name. A quick search of the
internet found a death record almost every
year,

2B/5/06

Ken Russell advised about the Bethnal Green
photo archive on hulp.fimyurl com/mmikk
Well worth a visil

30/7/06

From Hazel Clarke:

| have a pholacopy of a decument regarding
an ancestor of mine, William Lighiness, being
sworn in as a Special Conslable on the 7th
Apri! 1848 at All Saints, Poplar. We believe
thai this was because of the Charust
demonstrations. Is it possible to get any
[wlwr mlomation on this matter?

PM replied:

Yes Tth April is when 150,000 special
constables were created to cope with the
announced Chartist demonsiration on the 10th.
See link for dedails of Chartist activities.
hitp:Awww historvhome co.uk/peclchu bsnde
venicha him
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Nodes and News

The Emery Theatre in Annabel Place, Poplar,
prart of the ecal cullural seenc For the last
thirteen years, has been closed down by the
trustees of the Queen Victena Scamen’s Resy,
as there are plans for a major refurbishment of
the building complex. This has caused greut
distress and unhappingss amongst the actors
who have been staging their shows there since
1993 The histery of Tower Hamlets' only
fringe theatre has been a short, bul eventful
one, and s closure can only be viewed as a
greal loss to the community. The thealre was
the brainchild of the Methodist Minister ai
Trinity Church, the Revd David Hill, a
musician and playwright of considerable skill,
who concerved the idea of creating a
performance space in whalt was a derelict hall
in the Mission. He wrole and direcled a
Musical, Silent Paddy, which told the story of
the (Jueen Vg, from ils inception 10 the
present time. First performed in 1993 as part
of the Centenary celebrations, by the newly
formed 1 ansbury Players, it was a greal
success. | withessed the very first
performance, and like many in the audience,
was moved Lo 1ears by the music, words and
sincerity of the pertormers. Uver the
intervening years, over 60 shows have been
staged, from plays and musicals, to paniomime
and dance. From its rudimentary beginnings,
the theatre was refurbished with seating,
lighting, dressing room and toilet facilities.
The Lansbury Plavers shared the theatre with
Consenting Adults Theatre Company, and
were recently awarded funding to slage free
courses al the Emery for local residents. They
are now understandably annoyed and
distressed at the loss of their home, and Poplar
is now the poorer in cultural terms. Though
some might question the inclusion of this 1tem
in the newsletter, 1 thought it worth recording,
as yel another East End theatre consigned to
the pages of history.

Rosemary Taylor

ELHS Newsletter Summer 2006

{ Pwa items conribyied by Roy Haves - T hope

Vaexie erpjoy then as mch as { did!)

THE BATH HOUSE

“More hot in number three, please”. The cry
cchoed from the tiled cubicle, soon answered
by a shouled “Stand clear!™ as the fap, shapesd
rather like a car starling-handle, was operated
from vutside to release a rush of sleaming hot
waler into the largze, enamelled cast-iron bath.
Such a scenario was part ot the nlual Tor the
weekly visat 1o the Council run bath-housc
when few had a bathroom in their house or
flat. In the absence of 3 conveniently clos:
cstablishment many families made usc of the
galvanized, or lin, bath, which, when not in
use, wolld be hung on a nail outside of the
back door.

Thus, when Hackney Borough Council
buiil a comhined laundry and bath-house in
Fastway it received instant palronage. The
official opening was among the earliest duties
of the newly crowned King George VI and
Queen FElizabeth duning a visit to the “Wick”™,
the tour alse encompassing the Kingsmead
Iistate, Homerlon - then the “last word” mn
Counetl aecommeodation.

The laundry section can be described,
loosely, as an early type of laundrette but, in
reality, bore liftle resemblance to to-day’s
version. [arge sinks, where the housewives
scrubbed away at the “handwash’, were
overlooked by (he ¢ven larger washing
machines and calenders serving a communal
usc and operated by a male altendant. After
two or three hours the women cscaped, red-
faced and exhausled, from the steamy
almosphere.

Saturday moming was the favourite
time for us boys (o visit the bath-house. There
were, of course. separale entrances for males
and females and we would troop up the sieps,
rolled-up towels under our arms concealing a
clean pair of socks. Twopence (2d.} for the
basic bath, extra if you wished to hire a
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Council towel or buy a piece of soap. The
former was like rough sandpaper, guaranteed
Lo invigorate, the soap would certainly tdentify
where you had been tor the remainder of the
dav! The all-pervading smell of bathwater
became appatent as soon as you left the licket
otfice o sit with the other bathers waiting Lo
Le called to a cubicle Tapa eould be operated
only from the outside and sirict instruclions
were given nol to enter the bath until they had
been turned off and vou had checked the waler
temperature, Half-an-hour was the allotted
period and the time of entry was chalked on
the outsade of the door.

Aanidst the general hubbub many
conversalions would be taking place
simullancously, sometimes belween people
many cubicles apart leading to ever-raised
voices. Exira hol, or cold, waler was available
on demand and the call was usually made
whether the bathe cally jeeded more water
or nol. Likewise, we rarely vacated the cubicle
unlil the final demand, “Time's up, number
three”, aceompanied by a banging on the doar,
followed by the water, again operated from
oulside, being drained away.

S0, wearing clesn socks, bau plastered
down with water, we emerged, pink and
shitiing, to return to our bathless homes in the
“Wick'.

THE ROAR - AND THE DREAM
A small hoy 's first visit (o the Speedway

From the time the track had opencd T lived
within the sound of Hackney Wick Speedway
bul, for a few years, was considered too young
Lo watch such an activity, particularly as il
involved being out qunte late in the cvening.
When if was tinally permitied 1 became a
regular supporier for the final two seasons
belore the vullneak of war brought about the
closure.

ELHE Mewsleler Summer 20046

The Hackney Wick “Wolves' tcam was
formed in 1935 and competed in the First
Division of the Speedway League. The team
was managed by Fred Evans, colours were
broad bands, ar hoops. of black and white and
the members included riders from overseas,
Dheky Case, from (rueensland, Australia, was
leam captain and he was suppored by the
likes of Cordy Mime, Ul S A, whose elder
brother, Jack. rode for Wimbledon, Bill
Clibbett, George Wilks and Wally Lloyd.
During the season many ot them hived at the
White Hart public house and hotel, in Temple
bilks, run by Bill Cockhill. and on the day the
Dune, Monan Hansen, landed his single-
engined aircrafl on Hackney Marshes
hundreds came from all over the Wick to have
& look. Cars were rake enough in our part of
the world, but - an acroplane!

For several years my “boy's mind”
drenmed up pictures of a ruce merely by
listening o the sounds heard from our back
garden. The revving engines at the slart, the
roar as {he lapes went up, then the four circuits
as the riders struggled with their brakeless
machines until a sound like a gunshot significd
the end of the race and we could hear the
erowd onec agein. Immediately came the
between-race music inlermupted by the
announcer giving the official result, leading to
more crowd noiscs. How T envied those
thousands whe, earlier in the evening, had
walked past our house on the final six or seven
hundred yards to the stadium, sporting scarves
and hats in leam eolours and producing a
rousing clacking noise from their home-made
wooden ralties. They had plenty to cheer aboul
in 1936, when the team won the London Cup.
By 1938 ! was considered old enough to
attend my first meeting. My older sister had
been an early enthusiast but the sad death of
Herbert *Duisty” Haigh (one of the rare fatal
accidents in prewar speedway) had dampened
her appetite for the ime bemg, thus [ was in
the care of next-door neighbours for the
evening. In the meantime Hackney Wick had
dropped 1o a lower division, losing, in the
process, many of the star inlernational riders.
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Captain was now Frank odgeon, who had
orginaily joined the stadium as a signwriter,
and other 1eam members included Archie
Windmill and George Saunders. Colours had
also been changed and were now champagne
and claret (yellow and red 1o us) quarters.
Thew were siill known as the “Waolves™
Entenng the stadium was quile an experience
for an eighi-vears old as, for the first time, T
was shepherded along the terracing to a spol
on the final bend, T did not appreciate it at the
Lime bat, thinking back, there was a wonderful
almosphere of bonhomie among the speclators
which seems absenl from present day sporting
crowds, “Rival” supporiers intcrmingled and
¢xchanged banter throughout the evening; all

ages were represenled and | was, by ne means,

vme of the voungest. There was a conslant roar
from the pits as the J.A.P. machines, produced
by I.A. Prestwich, were tuned by the
mechanics; then the tension mounted as we
cought the atraing of the “Tatry of Lthe
Gladiators” heralding the appearance of the
assortment of people without whom the
mecting could not lake place. Stewards,

marshals, rakers and St John Ambulance men,

the latter, somewhat ominoisly, toting
stretchers as they took up their positions
around Lthe track. Then it was the tuin of the
crowd (o roar as the teams completed the
parade lap,

After that, il was down 1o business and
the first four riders appeared, Lo line up behind
the slarting tapes; as they crouched over the
handlebars - waiting - the Lapes [ew up and
the race was on. On Hackney's 345 yards (3
15 metres) circuit the four laps were
completed i aboul one minule and 4 quarter
and the crowd was cheering the winner. [ may
have been a novice spectator bul [ cheered
with the rest of them - the dream 1 had
cliciished, and Gom which [ had been
scparaled by some six or seven hundred yards,
hiad, at last, come true.

Roy Haves
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Note: For the main subslance of this picce |
have relied on my memory, which, over the
vears, may have glamourized events. Some of
the factual details have been gleaned from
‘SPEEDWAY RIDERS’, the series of fifly
cigaretic cards, issued by Tohn Player & Sons,
probably in the latter part of 1937,

Remembering 5t James the Apostle -
‘Santiago de Compostela’

A few wecks ago we travelled (o Santiago de
Compostela, (spelt with a double 1 in Engfish)
in the nerth west of Spain, and were in the
cathedral on the 25% ] uly, the Feast of St
James, or Santiago, the patron saint of Spain. 1
had waited for 13 vears for this momend, io
fact ever since the ELHS received an enquiry
asking members if they remembered St James’
Dray, and the creation of grotioes. This raised
considerable mterest, both from our members
and those of the East London Family History
Socicly.

In our Spring 1993 Newsletler we published a
letier from Mrs Marie Mortis of Maidenhead,
whe wrote that her mother, born in West Ham
in 1912, and whose family had migrated from
Norfolk late in the 19th century recalled her
that every year on 257 July, St james” Day, all
the cluldien would make patiemns with shetls
on the pavement and laler in the day Lhe
parents would come and inspect them. She
wondered how this custom arose, “Do you
remember Grotto Dav?” she asked Further
research has shown that this was once a
popular cusiom and the grolloes were usually
inade of scallop or oysier shells, and the
children would stand bestde their creations
asking " A penny for the grolio’. The grottoes
wery apparently a descendant of a medieval
custom of crecting shrines to S1 James de
Compostella by people unable to travel to
Spain 1o visil his shrine at Santiago in Spain -
the traditional resting place of James the
Apostle. Pilgnms were enlitled 1o wear his
badge, a scaliop shell. Groito Duy was
sometimes on § August, “Old St James Day”
i3



prior to the calendar change, and a= thie
marked the opening of the oyster szason in
London, ovster shells were more commonly
used. Apparently the cusiom was still
celebraled in parts of London in the 1950

George Renshaw recalled {Winter 1993
Mesvaleiter ) Many children would moke
Orotlnes usitg seashells from shell fish, FThey
would be laid oul in 2 pattern on the pavement,
chalked around with coloured chalk and afler
slomes and IAnkets had been added, would
look a work of art. A lin can would be held out
and as people passed by they would be asked
te remember the Gratio

Mis Morns™s Eetler was also senl Lo the
Cockney Ancestor, and the Spring 1993 jssue
published a few replies from members of the
ELFHS, and it was clear (hat the custom of
crcaling grollocs was widespread, and nol
restricted Lo the Cast [ind of London. Frank
Jensen JP. who remembers the groltoes from
hiz [slington childhood, staled: S<a shells were
a sigmificant parl of the design (in our case
small shetls oblained from the sands of
Southend-on-Sea, or one of the Kenl resorts)
forming the surrcunding border, at least, and
somclines wakaiig patleins within the gotio.
Various small objects and piclures would also
complete as allractive a layoul as possible and
cigarette cards would help towards the design’

Dredlly Scannel], who was born in Poplar, and
lived there until her mamage, wrole in Mother
Krnew Rest { 1975). Sumedimes we wonfd hoave
grotta seavon. Someone weld build the firsi
Erotic aind theit OGN eVEry Sireed Corner a grisfc
world grive... .. The groftoes were o work of
fove and squsrrel-itke searching for sioues,
Senvers, feaves, broken ornanients, texis ard
pictures from magazines. [ once waw a litide
hlue oz en @ groma yer the ondy birds fever
saw, aff the dimee T lived in Poplar were
spaarraws, Perfaps in my ignorance [ thowght
all bivds were sparrows, Winnie ol Amy
weneld place their groo near a public ouse
clever Winnie, for ey pight cotch a reeling
man whese fhrifiiness way befuddicd by an

ELIA Mowsletler Suinemer TIHK

exira ping. Winnte wax fomed ont hecause a
wan gave her a fot of money for ane Kiss,

The huge cathedral in Sanliago, Spain, marks
ithe site of the field where the grave of the
apostle credited with converling Spain to
Christianity was found. The remains of the
cuint ave i o special vaull within the cathedral.
The story goes that around 814 AD the local
Bishop decided o look into the strange reports
that shooting stars and flashing lights were
seen in a field n Galicia. A grave identified as
that of James the Apostle, was found in the
ficld, ‘Campus slellag’ — the field of stars. The
local legends claim thei the body of the
Apostle was brought back to Spain in 2 “slone
hoatl’, and buncd on that site. (This 15 pure
conjecture, but on reading these words, |
recalled the Roman bunals uheovered in Bow,
Spitalficids and other areas of Easl London,
where the body was inlerred in a stone coffin.
Could there be & conneetion here asmewhere?)

The Church of 5t James the (ireal in Bethnal
Oreen Road was constnicted in 1844, In order
te encourage couples 1o marry rather than
cohabil, the vicar conducted wedding
ceremonies for a fee of 6d. In 1981 the church
was Closed and merged with 51 Matthew,
Belhnal Green. S1 James” Chapel 15 tn the
gouth wesl corner of 51 Maithew s Church,
Bethnal Green, Thes shrine (o SL James the
Greal was moved here when that panish was
united with 3t Matlhew s in 1984,

Rusenary Taylor

SL Jamses the Oircal Chuwch, Bethinsl Green Bosd. ¢ PHIG
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=1 James Lhe Greal
' b Lhe pamah gl L tame s frie G wees reuniled sath Bod ol 51 Sdeliney
n 1904, Tk i of ¥, S waes raredomed to 8 Adsllhew’s Chirch

[covER PICTURE

The cover picture 15 a typical produst of the
Wew Caplon (aka Bow) Porcelain Factory
established on the Essex side of the River Lea
m 1749 and closed in 1776 Hs oulpod was
considerable as the demand for an Enghsh
substiite for imporled Chinese poecelam was
lugh Huowever the secret behind the
production of trse porcelain (the use of China
Slone or Kaolin) was nel &t thal iime known
and Bow and its contemporanes made whal 15
now called sofl paste porcelain. Iromeally
their attempls Lo improve thewr product they
proneered the addition of bone ash and “bone
whia™ bas now laigely ieplaced rue poreelaus
for household use.

By 1760 Bow was the leading Fnglish
producer of houschold and omamental chuna
They used the familar blue en white Chinese
influenced designs on cups. saucers, plates elc
and also analbcolowsd kand pamled Jesigns
imilating (he Chinese “famille rose™ and
“famille verte” slyles and the Japanese Imar:
wares  In conunon wilh mosi carly faclones
their wehnology and products eventually
became cutdated and unfashionabie and they
ceased manuiacture in 1776 The remaining
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sipck was =old 1o the proprctors of Derby and
the site was converted for use as a pitch and
lar works.

The eastern part of the site was not excavaled
when Ceniral House was bualt s the 19640,
bul the weslem sule 15 currently undergomg
compreahensive archaealoglcal exammnalion 3=
the former Dane & Co Printing Ink works 1s
demaclizhed and the sile developed for
housitg. It 15 believed that many fragments of
porcelain have been found These “wasters”
are a very valuable source of information {o
rescarchers as they confirm the ongin of wares
that wore very rarely morled with the name of
their factory of ergin. The lecation of the very
first experimental works at Bow has yvet to be
located. 1t 18 believed 1o have been on the
Middlesex side of the [.ea bul ho "wasters™
have been found

The faclory mic was Jacated between the
carrent Siratford High Streel and the Bow
Back River 1o the south and north and Cooks
Road and Marshgate Lane to the wesl and east
and 1t 15 hoped thal the developers will allow
members of 1he public 1o view the dig on at
leasi one “open day™

Bow 17640
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* tI.ST
AUTUMN COACH TRIP
Oﬂdbﬂ_} SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30T+

e DISS AND BRESSINGHAM

¢ will be going first w Diss, an attractive small town in South Norfolk, with a museum and a
poid church,

ft was a particular favourite with John Betjeman, who wrole a poem about the bliss of arriving at Diss.
There are plenty of places to lunch, and the lake in the town centre is an attractive place for a picnic.

In the afternoon we visit the Bressingham Steam Museum and Gardens, a short way away. John
Betjenan would have travelled o Diss by rail - it has no railway now but Bressingham has three
ministure sleant ones you can ride on. 1 also has a steam roundabout and a Dad's Army collection.
The gardens are also spacious and fine. Tea Is available here,

The entrance charge is £7.50 including rides, or £5 without. 1 will collect this on the coach.
The couch [we is £10.50, Tt is not & very long journcy but some bit further than Cogpeshall,

The pick-up will be at the bus pull-in in Grove Road. round the corner from Mile End Station, at
QN am.*

Please fill in the booking slip below and send to me, Ann Sansom, 18 Hawkdene, London E4
TPF. Tel. 020 8524 4506 for enquiries. (Photocopy it if you dun't wish to spoil your newsletter.)

*PLEASE NOTE this caclivr pick-up time.

1]
(T o e
AUTEMN COACH TRIP
Saturday September 30th 2(6)6
L'We would like to reserve i Ticket's for the coach trp to Diss & Bressingham.
NAME/S _ e - = e
ADDRESS e
TELNO.,
(Cheques made payable to the East London History Society.)
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