EAST LONDON HISTORY SOCICTY
WINTER NEUSLETTER : DECCEACRH 187G
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Do not miss the Meeting on the 17th

Pen some very colourful slidas of Victoria Parb

» i 4 rk ol
1 show some things which have gcne for aver. Tﬁ:réigmigg% glb?nd
idon to be presented Dy four-Corner Films on the l2th'pr-uar;M;t

8 Romon Road, should revive many momories. On the 18th March we

ye Jerry Vhite's talk on "Rothschild Buildings" at tha requost af a

Smber of members. The Hackney eveninag cn tha 17 _
dirry Lewis whose sgbject "Drink & Decgretion" CGEngpiii :éil bg ¥
idy of the fountains of East London. This will be at the Rgua
jpoon Librery, De Beauvoir Road, et 7,15 p.m. 0On the l4th Mgse Joh
Bves, o wvell-knouwn duthority on the River Les will tell us sdiéth? ;
its background, and Miss Sansom will conduct us ouer‘tha area inng
glk on the 7§h Juqe. The season will close with a study by the rnat
§ Londcn Fomily History Society on "Tracing Cockney ancestogs; o;:G
he 27th Zune,. Ve are invited to a talk at the City Dclytechn;c (31
Bury Street, 03 Tan Thursday, Januory 10th, on “"Ratcliff and Free
rade gharf“ by the Greater London Industrial Archaeological Socie%y,
6,3J [3.e Mo

meTTHIAS CHURCH, POPLAR

January. Nr,Raenscn has

his Church, declared redundant, has recently come into prominerce
eczuse of John Flaxman's marble memcriasl to George Steevens, the
lhzkespearean scholar who is buried in St.Matthias. It is one of Flax-
en's finest works a2nd has recently been exhibited in the Royal Academy
d is now on temporary loen to the Fitzwilliam fiuseum. The Chureh
ftself 1s Poplar's oldest building and 2lthough in need of cocnsideratle
Bpeir, must be preserved. The intention is to use the tuilding for
gultural purposes. If any member would like toc contribute to the Appsal
or funds, or wishes more information, he shcould contact M:.R.Pullen,

8 clson Road, Uanstuad E.11.(989 9266),

BAV IO CARRICK : A BICENWNTENARY EXHIBITION,

According to Semuel Johnson, Garrick was 'a master both in tragedy and
cmedy', and Hainrich Helne cleimed that Shakespeare's genius uwas
Brought tc the attention of the world by Larrick's interpretations ot
Bh- m= jor roles in his dramas. This information comes from a leaflet
companying the Exhibition on Devic Garrick ol thal Kingasiliibea ryio s
BBhe Gritish Museum (entrence free) which runs until the lith fMay 1980.

Besides details of Garrick's careecr as an actor of genius, play-
Wrisht, theatre-mansger and book-collector, the Exhibtition has an added
borus for enthusiasts of East London history. Mepy will be aware that
Eocrick got his first bresk as an actor at Henry Giffard's (oodmens
ficlds thesatre, when one of the regular performers thers uas taken 1A%
hortly ofterverds his interpretetion of Richard III at the same theatre
breught crouds from the West End to see the new Star. So great was his
Succoss that the licen.ed theatres had Gifford's unlicensed theatre
Llosed down., Gorrick moved on to Drury Lzane (one of the licensead
i“'Ptrzs) ond further triumphs on the stage.

There is very little about this in the Exhibition, which 1s ”Otl
Surprising, es it is concerned with the national rather than the loce
Ssignificance of Garrick. There is compensation for this in Case
Eltven, hoguever, where two porcelsin figures of characters.Fro? his
Play "Lethe" are shown to have come from the famous Bow China Uo§ks.r9

hese figures (whose modern cquivalents are posters of pop Star? C:S;”
SC popular that they were often pirated by other pqrceleln ??Sudgwitty
eTs of the time. The play “Laths®, Incidentally iussses o s en
fare : ' - . Thesatre Compeny for the

"te that gught to have been produced by some

“iientenary of Garrick's death (1979). feladh
g . . & 'S pulL’

Yet prother item of local interest 1n il :5hlbl?l§2cﬁar§ I?I. 2 3
vellum of Gerrick in Colley Cibber's presentatson 8. Hoc i piohyschi s
<i#y Cibber was turied in his family ysult‘benegﬁh t.h[t:amif-j'.!3 Gabfieﬁji?
" ¥sll Close Squere, e building for which Nis father, L& o . - Al
"Iy wds the architect, (CodﬁQV%J.u
”'_*'.‘fl-';.




(2)

The Exhibition, thaorefore. i
. o | + 48 recommendad not
: of the theotre, but to averyone interostnd in aeightas :ﬂly t?
ndon. ' Q f h Gﬂﬁ »Ury

:. | Colm Kerrigan,
§57MAS IN BETHNAL GREEN, 1933,

Earlier this year Tower Hermlots Loc

. L . » - a l H i 3
fdiaries written by Miss Lydis Banoly durinégﬁg:fy:i?rzgymwea given
Ehnol Green. The following cextractg describes har qcti.1t28YOr of
Betmas 1933 ¢ < v €8 during

Blindoay , 24th December.,

The lest weeks again so active, [ haye , -

e or oy hisol iich Spoaking wsbesieity o seobl A0S0 Ehekner oo ay
Ungmploymgnt Christmas and. Have, in this COanCtion( qédmongy for
cinemas in turn ~ @ Curiods saensation that of 5°eakin’ Bn iaiied all

Bge into o darkened h2ll, my only exparience of snﬁaﬁing AV p.t--;:p

ing Gﬂrrffqiglmornlng,hoiﬁember Eth, when 1 addressed the crguéagtcge

: 2 CcCil Ten on sig ks :

;j??grilm. e of the Sefety First Council who were shouing

3 In connection with my visits to the cinems -

fedit to the ﬂan?gers_wha heve boen 211 of them ;ésé Eﬁgit;guga;nzpszial

8l the ~udiences ?ecelued me well and cordielly, My Stelwart-bénd *r”d-
Ihi boys" under Dick Broun plus 2 contingent of vsliant Toc H lads ? (g

§ffy" proved an excellent band of Collectors as wellanlia bnd‘ U“r;n i

Sneoncial result very qood and much gencrel enthusiasm for the zgu;e..

3 evening of the 21lst at the Oxford Hell where the Stoek Exchange

:ccrt Party gave their famous Annuzl Christmas "Show" and were
\ 5 € Y sy ort
ay~11y and splendidly by stelwert good pld Henty Kemp and ! eppeelgg Faid

inds in oy rgbes, was really great and result excallent., And ncu this
fristmes as flayor! .

The distriybution of parcels moved me very deeply. I €ould Have
Bicd as they possed me end mostly shook hznds 2nd in the me jority so
feteful. The parccels were good and ample and all the borderline cases
fuing been included I feel glad 2nd grateful on this score. Everybody
dfepy onc satisfied., Have had meny Qifts and crcuds of Christmas cards
iich =211 look very gey and festive put up round the rooms, for this yesar
hey heve overflowed, All the Mayoral cards including those of the Lerd
d Ledy fMeyoress and the Sheriffs are vaery interesting, and I am keeping
Pen for keeps.

€h Crruarv.- All the St.flatthew's Christmas and New Year services very
. ful 2nd beautiful throughout and we 211 enjoyed them and they did us
fch srod. Events I have not yet noted from last yeard The "Daily
etch" Olympie Circus performance for our kiddies; & brilliant ogld-time
drcus much enjoyed by the children and adults alike., Most noble horses
Bc. This on Wednesday 20th December - met several mayors. Friday, the
gnd - distribution of hampers to our dear crippled children’ at the Quseum
gin:n> 2nd then in Stete to the Guildhell Banquet to Little Londoners.
ghod rssistod frequenbtly in former years as a helper, but it wes rather
Mfforent going 2s one of the Mayors, in fact very interesting for me.
Biic children cheered thaemselves hozrse end when 1 discoversd my oun
gEthnal Greun perty, the joy wes great,...”

8. THE GCRMAN COMMUNITY.

At the A.G.M. members werse telking about the German Community
N the Csst fnd, This extract dated May 13th 1915 from "In London during
he Creat War® by Michael MacDonagh {published in 1935) may be of

. PSR Y P scarcity of bread in perts of the East End of
800¢on whore Gormean bakors have been rooted out by the process of their

°2s buing pilleaged and wroccked., I am told that other prefiass ff?eneln
dttocked by the mobs because of incorrect sssumptions as to the qgtlgcﬁaﬁ'-
BYY of tho nemes over the doors. For instance, a publicen “aweg . 3 .
0 014 Scottish name) was taken to be a Germen and had hls W1InLOOUS i

- P ‘thet
"shed. In the opinion of the British in the E?S°pggi’(éztgsbzgﬁggg°l°”r;
vE3tsman with a German-sounding accent, should suian should escapes® |

3 ] Y o » 1

1°1¢ initations of Germans) then that a genuine GgrmD?uid BEhi' tion wo
S Tl jety's publication ®

LONDON RECGCRD. Printing costs for the Sggégfgy mombars. Anyona

tly reduc 1¥ crmera ready copy wes pIeps " SRR T |
t‘DEv?zgegeiin; access to @ 'Qolfbellf tYpewrlb?ELEEBé%zggﬁﬁ i
Bernard Nurse at the Tower Hemlects L.H;le;‘i;‘gt {ssue now out

s for future publication greatly welcome. prARtL e
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