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fRe -UAR RECOLLECTIONS OF BoW, -yﬂﬁi

Many times in the past, I have ponderaed tha
stors originate from bofore settlin '
Wentuolly decided to find out. | obzaizegpgtc;g;dg?’man? zhcfwero ?hO?uT

h ce?tlflCDtB and discovered he wss born et No.2 Turn;rsaa?ilather ?
dar, in 1896, With other information containad on tho Cert;fidizga'

ng to one or two dead cnds, 1 maneqed with the haelp of axpertc? f' T
to trace back to the century before last, My grest, great ‘egearch-.
dfather was born at Portsmouth about 1750, His gra;deon vﬁ gifa gt
17909 wes a Uarrant Officer in the Royal Navy, who died in ;8235b3“b0rn

pt grandfather was born at Portsmouth in 1840 and in 1868 he i If j
0.3, Seyssel Terirtace; i} Ual s syae married at Christ Ebaish A
Blor. In 1869 when my grandfather was torn, they wera liuing.aiché 22

len's Terrace, Popler, and some time later th iy ;
g, Millwall, 7 ey were living at West ferry

I myself wes born at No.53, Blackthorn Streec
st memories 1s of my mother pushing a pram tgtiﬁ;téosz:il Sgidogtnélearl-
pet for tarry blocks: forsthelifirtes At thelcernbriot Blackthorn St Zutus
sherwood Street (later renamed Lawes Street) were Adams the Béker; :
B, on Sundays uould cook your dinner for a small fee, Every Sundav 'ou
Bild see women hurrying there with their orepared dinners covered uitg 2
pth. A doily sight was the milkman with his pony and cart selling milk
Foioht from the churn. Apother well known charascter who was knoun f?y
§ wide was "Annie, the fish girl", She alse had = pony and cart and’
bked o picture of health with her ruddy complexion and leather apron
P the caorner of Blackthorn Street and Devons Road wes, and still is 511
lows Church (known localily as 'the red church') built in 1873, IE is
flicved that Devons Rcad follows an ancient track lesding to Stepney Uay.
put 1931 we moved to Tidey Street, on the corner of which was a Dairy
fth 2 cow barn at the back. The Dairy later became the francis Mary Buss
Buse, which was a Club for young women. The cow barn was used as an air
i shclter during World War I1. Opposite the Dairy was a building knoun
the Tidey Street Cirema, whare they showed silent: films, A lady by the
me cf firs, Jomes from Blackthorn Street usced to sell peanuts cutside,
jter the cinema was demolished anc on the site was built the Queen ffary
y nursery which was opened about 1936 by the Duchess of Cloucester. Cne
my sisters who was fcocur years old at the time had ber photo in the Press
th the Duchess stooping over the table talking to the children. Tidey
rect had its shere of tragedy. Durfing a short pericd several uwomen lost
Peir husbands, and a gentleman living in Whitethorn Street, wrote a letter
a very well-known newspaper about it. They nicknamed-it "UWUidouws Street®
the corner of Bow Common Lane and St.Raul's Way (formerly St.Peul's
fad) was the Heoly Mame School and Catholic Church which I attended. The
g cvent of the year was the Catholic Outdcor Prccession which took place
May. DPeople would come from far and widec to see it and the strests
Buld be nacked. Catholics in the area would have a cendle-lit shr@ne_;n .
Reic front room window, consisting of a C3 0 G T o statges of the Virgin |
ity and St.Joseph, and highly polished breass candle-sticks. On the night-§
Binc, the Priest would visit each shrine and bless the house. -

The Iron Bridge in Bow Common Laneg which CTosses the Limahcus?‘

t wvas aluays known as "Stink House Bridge" and it repleced an old brick

k- Just gver the other side and leading off Upper North St:aet was

8L 1iford Road., Here there was a barber who was reputed.to.be the first
R® in the area to use electric hair clippers. Uhen Armlst}ce Doy c?me X

.70 God help anyone who did not observe the Two Minutes Sl%encg. rznge

2 man very roucghly handled when he wes pulled from his blkillogsgjde-

NSred it, Between Tidey Street and Sherwood Street was g Szcride GO

® vith a dirt road, colled Tryphena Place. 00 SHIE L 3nuT;e Centre”

1d cottages while on the right was a builcing known aid legs, otc.
Lthere was o team of nurses to.treattcUCifINOELEsHCes tcgiﬁg the

N : vai a boy 1 spent many hsoay :°ﬁr?hgndnggiw$gﬁlzlS;l?atha parents.

105 sail by, hild was “chesty" t

D 10t mim s;endrg goSpie of hours on Brunswick Pier because the air,zsﬁr-
csher thG!‘e. theﬁgﬂrﬁﬂ

Upstairs in No.l0, Tidey Straet, there was an old lady bY.,;r%ﬂﬂ

. 5 nau -r'.t .

Carrctte, who wes bedridden. She was an ecc:mpigghsg i;agelﬁﬂ.:;
'® Las young her father whc was @ wing maerchent US P
- il

quastion “"Wharo ¢id my




¢ "~-ﬁj-

an £Englend and Australia, UYhaen he went . '

being dead, he used to lcove his ﬂaugstugﬂuitzazogglp: azﬂ due to hig

docks. These people ill-trestod hor and used her ap é 30 e xiviqq nang
gther come home she complained to him about it He 39 ;gdgg, ?hon

Baughter abrosd, taking her to Constantinople a;d luav‘: :ﬁ tc take

ish Conuent School. He then went on tg Australia whero g GI A

ant brought up his daughter and taught her several lan uaegd ed&h dis :
out between Russx§ and Turkey, Mrs, Carrotts hed ta ?933986 BN war

and cventually arrived back in England sfter getting pos 2 Congtantin.

g uhich was towing Cleopatrats Noedle, My family lived 1;3:E0 on?the

L of No.10 and I often heard fMrs.Garrotte tel) har grandch1=ag Sottom

wery rcugh sad Journey she¢ experienced. QOne af her grandd‘ ’ﬁn S e

1 live in Bow. Mrs,Carrotte's maiden-name E LRk aughters

Every Saturday mornin ou woul i
Bing prems and pushcarts backwgrés and fgriggdz 2;ogziség:mgi Ehildéen
Pe for sacks of coke. Every time there wag a nub "outing5'the iu:t e
he conches wculd throw handfuls of coppers to tha uaiting childranomers
a mad scramble there would be to get the money, 1 thznk myseif.tﬂ-:n&
cudtom must haue hed.its origin in the ‘anciant past. The Rom:ns wa

to put @ coln under the masts of thsir ships, A coloured na; us §ri
gewn Tidey Street wvho was known as 'Johnnis theo Indian TofF;e men? -
scc tc have a2 metal container strapped to his shoulders and éar*iad.a

1 hand bell. The area around Tidey Street was a very clésely-#ait

nity and everybody kncw one anothar and the neocple were the méq:
able you could ever wish to meet. 1 think that nou that most p;ople
h taleuisiog thaey have lost the art of conversing with their neighbours
yre tcld it 1s progress but how can it be progress when people are drift:
® -uey from each cther as they are today?
H.Willmot¢.

FCOTEALL FEARTS.

In 8 year in which their team fcught a lesing battle against

fegation, Millwall supporters may be cheered up by resding some of the

t nchievements of their Club. Meny of these appear in the GUINESS BOOK

BCoCni FACTS AND FEATS by Joack Rollin (Guiness Superlatives Ltd,1978,

j€5), including how they got their nickname 'the Lions', which I was

Pprisod to learn dates from their Isle of Dogs days.

; The Club moved to Mew Cross early in the present century, but
as not until the 1975-26 season that they entered the record books by

cenceding a single goal during elevan consecutive Division Three

fchis, o record that lasted nearly fifty years, Two seasons later they

angther record for the Division when they scored 127 goels in 42 League

chis, not losing a single League match at home all seasos.

A less exciting feati ofSithes L0 RIS that they uwere invo%vsd,
Felham, in the first League match to be played on a Sunday. This was
Jenuary 1674, during the 'three-day week'.

But the GCUINESS book does not have everything, There is no
tion of Millwall's Cup achievement in 1937, when they beceme the first

! Division Club to resch the F.A.Cup semi-final (loglng to Sunde;land,
vsnt on tg win the trophy). MNor do we read everything about their Tored
Nt foot, when, betwesen August 1964 and ?znuari lzézwghfzr?ésgggnisriggr |
T of 59 home motches without defeat. ese las achieven are,
@B<.:r, contained in sn updated edition of THE OBSERVER'S BOOK 0? SOCCER,
B Albert Seweld (Frederick Warne, 1978, €1.25). Recollections o thse
BF"ts, together with the success of their youth team {(who won the f20g

th Cup this year) will, hopefully, keep fiillwallls many EaSt'LO? 3tunes
‘Tters out of the ‘slough of. despond’ until the senior team's 10
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Colm Kerrigan,

LNITHTAINMENT TN CAST LONDCN

jved for
To clarify the following ert%Clﬁy m9Y_I gtatep;;i;rf 1§ze il
tepiors in the Cast End SERLORECISEEAES JOnaCias H? LOL Society.” Theh
‘elin For Winter 1976/79 issed by the fest Londen l?gg ér €ast End 1if
.E:J:a most interesting reading and stirred menzdmgg;lpeople'é Galires
T . 2 22
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34 R
inc Road, ond Eost Ind people were sble to |
gd for the masses, such as literature, music by latge archantras

z ?

concerts, and moclings cf political end reli 3
lb:ions; in foact, Art wes displeyoed in all itgi?z:mgnnoninnticng il

One of my momories concorning the o J &

'r o d i? my tc?nage day;, and my mind goes b»2§°:3aigg;gzs‘ta:Tﬁ 'D:lacn}

: env1§3nmo?;oorcnme€1§on lifo with regerd to Gntertalnroni-‘ngtgn?cg

1 world. mfcoas 0 cocast in Amo ; i 4

By and it was emenating from the origiﬁgi";p?g?t3:ifgsgzsaﬂ::39ing i
po of the music was called SThythmt s an "9yncopetiog" dmus%c.

P ancd donces were basaed on it, From the old banjo‘ it devulé gg tal&

_ and loarge o?chcstras, and the art of 'crooning',by malg enz f 01

ers of the various melodies, and dance halls, clubs, and conce tB:?l0

Jar?mount'mlth the help of the writers of the neu Eype af musz ails

s cd ¢nd 1ncreas§d in popular desire and then it emarged f;om gécr't

srld-wide proQOrtlons. In England, everybody was talking abodt thilca

Bt of entertalnmant.. At & guess, 1 would say the time was'in the 132883

8 ¢ro, or before, which is probably more lixely. 1T wes born in 189%
connot quote the exact date of arrival hore. ’

enjoy the culture it '";#m

The 'talk of the town' was concentrat i fFe

locdic' musilic and this is where I first becamgdizze§2;ieg%frggegﬁetype
Bings =dverts were eppearing with regard to the "jazz era" in this
Bry, and as @ result I cecided to go toc the People's Palace in Mile E€nc
where it mede its first descent upon this country. What I saw on the
wes 2n outfit cerlled ths Southern Syncopated Orchestra, 1t took the
by storm. The difference, in the musical aspect, ef the syncopeted
€ ves, insteaa of the string, brass and percussion of the large classic-
drchestras, th2 neu outfits consisted of Trumpet sectinn, Trombones,

b, bese, drums ond sazxophonés and clarionets, fronted by a singur, either
for female, As time went on, Hotels engaged crchestras for dancing,
Wictcd by dence bend leadoers, and dence halls sprang up everywhere.
Brdirg industrics wsre in their element, ond soon the bands and conduct-
bec-me household words, especially as the new invention of "wireless"
Bidec o1l this new entertainment. Talk about how ths little acorn grous
the mighty oak! The popularity hes preveiled to the presant day, but
fleys think of the time when I saw the first syncopated orchestra to
Br in this country, on the stage of  ihe Poeopledisip ) HeaSiil oo o Bresi
Bf the audience at the first shou in sthisicountmy,Mever simagineds that
nce musicel 'tempo! would assume the gigantic proportions it enjoys to
tay .

John Bloke.,

C% YOUR DIARY

The Society will begin its Winter Session on the 27th September |
a talk on "Limchouse in the Thirties" by Mr.A.H.French, He worked |
0o the Chinesc during this period and spent some time in the docks. :
Antual Ceneral Meecting will be on the J0th Uctober nnd_members will mako
Britutions to the programme after the businoss meeting is concluded. 1
ur:: on "Cast £nd Rodicalism” will be held a2t Gueen Mary College from {1
., stoerting on the 21st October. Mr,W.J).Fishmen is the Course leade. |
ctners will contributv. Details from the University of London, Extres
®l Dept. or from the Bancroft Roed Library. The Exhib@tion on.Captaln
At the Museum of Mankind (Burlington Gardens, W.1) will continue from
until the 18th Movember., David Granick will present more of his

ITcsting slides on the 13th December and for our Jenuary meeting on the

B S-nuary, Ian Renson will draw on his vast store of memories OfolCt9£18
b lllustrated by some excellent slides. Make o speciel polntqg‘ gf?; g

o o "Cinuma in East LOT‘Ian" show at 113 Roman HD?.[:‘.’ when.we sholl ]c 1

f CC-operation of Four Corner films.*® FollUQiHQ items W1l% 5? Sh?gf R

2w Programme. 1f you have nct already paid your subscylg é?nout-in
indly forwerd £1 to Miss Lenham. The "Recorg” No.2 will be . S

ba a "scll-out” as the pTUVi0U°r°g;&G

*..v, pleose do your best to attond the meetings - °”r.§ttfﬂgggciﬁo

gcod recently and it is difficult to undecrstand why

- N N6 a; Lt
® o7 abvioys interest. in|the history oiNERSEELONCRNIES n:ﬁrgot?rngsawﬁi
'l¥ opportunities of improving their knouledge AREE F ﬂfffﬂ:
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@ "onths ond it is hopod it will
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