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£ TOMBSTONE AND A PORTRAIT GF AN agg '®

Perhops not evaerycne who réads this knous thet

4 e ¥ - a iws thet the the nerth-

£ corner of Shendy Park stands the tombstone 6f John Barbar Beaumont
§ if they do know, have baep atle to decipher what is written on g

writer of this note acknowledges his dabt t 2%,

John Eorber Beaumont's memory is perpetusted in Be

| . t gaumcnt S

i 1 scee that:a new block of council hcmes in Bameroft Read {s ¢§§i§§7
Bbc - easumont Hcusae, Perhaps it is less well knoun that out of Berber
umont's Ne?hph;losiphlcal Institute, saet wp shartly before he. disd 1;
d, sprang tha People's Palace and East Londen Technical ool

.5 Queen ftary Ccllege is the heir. i

Barber Beaumont spent £20,000 on the Castern Athen m, late
philosophiceal Institute, =nd enddwed it to the extentagg ESégtggrthe
m end establishcd e trust fund of £13,000 to bring higher educaticn
g culture within the reach of people in Eagt Londen., From 1Bal to
i84 the Trustees kept the capital intsct and appifed'the income to the
Bu Philoscphical Institute. The Institute wvas languishing fer leck of
Btoper financisl suppert ond it wes in 1884 that Sir £dmund Hay Currie

e Cholirman of tha Trustees of the Beasumont Trust, wurote to the B

Yeepcrs' LCompany offering tc acquire the site of thec Bancroft Hcuspitel.

i€ uvos from this point that the legacy of Barber Beaumonf“hﬁgan to merge
hto theo institution which clder East Lendoners will remomber and which

grcater numbor of pesple recognise es Queen flary College. :

The cemetery in which Boarbsr Beaumont was originslly bupied was
is cun - Shandy Street boing part of the Beaumcnt Mile End Estate.
lhen this cemetery was closed his remains were transferred to Konsal
green cuemstary.

¥ Therc is no nead for me to sketch in the story of Barber
Boaumcnt's life and bis achievements. His tombstone, 2las crumbling and
peglected, does it for me in the meesurcd prose of his time:

WITHIN THIS VAULT ARE DEPODOSITED THE MORTAL REMAINS OF
J0HN THCMAS BARBER BEAUMONT ESQUIRE F,A,S.F.G.S.

THE FOUNDER OF THIS CEMETERY

LUHO DIED ON THE 1S5TH OF MAY 184), IN THE 67TH YEAR OF gég
HE COMMEMNCED HIS CAREER IN LIFE ASI AN ARTIST, ;

IN WHICH PROFESSION HIS ABILITY COMBINED WITH

SINGULAR INDUSTRY, ECONDMY AND PERSEVERANCE,

RAISED HIM TC A STATE OF HONOURABLE TNDERENDENCE

EUT AS HE BCCAME AFFLUENT HE DID #0T BECOME IBDLE

1S CHARACTER ALWAYS IMSTINCY WITH ENERGY LED HIG TO
PACFER A LIFZ OF USEFUL ACTIVITY TG ONE OF INGLORICOUS EASE,
DURING THE ALARM OF FOREIGN INVASION IN THE LAST VAR

HE ORGANMISED A CGRPS R

THE DUKE OF COMBERLARD'S SHA RS

OF WHICH HE BECANE MAJOR COMMANDANT ngo IN WHICK HIS SKILL
AND COURAGE WERE EMINENTLY CONSPICUOUS.

T0 IMPROVE THE CONDITION OF THE INGLORIOUS PCOR WAS EVER
HIS MQST ANXIQUS CARE. FOR THIS pua¢qse HE INSTITUTED

THE FIRST SAVINGS BANK “THE PROVIDENT! ’

WHERE THE INDUSTRIOUS DPER“TIUEcgﬁ%TSECURELY DEROSIT

HIS SREVINGS AND TURN THEM TO ARCCOUNT. e

Tég COUNTY r1%£ OFFICE AND THE PROVIDENT LIFE OFFICE

gWED THEIR ORIGIN AND ;HEIR SUCCESS

TO HIS WI1SE FORETHOUCH ' .

H?s §uo:cicus manaccmgn% AND HIS IMCESSANT TOIL.

IN THE LIST OF THOSE PATKIQTS ANO PHILANTHRORISTS

GHD HAVE LABOURED TQ PRGNOTE _ |

THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL WELL-BEING or|gg§ ae.

NO ONE WILL BE FGUND TO HAVE ACHIEVED A LU -
¢ ' 1= | IGH AND SACRED PURPOSC THAN
CALCULATED TO ACCGMPLISE THIS HI NDEaAL RS ;

THE PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTICH IN BEAUMON L
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uHO THAT CONTEFPLATES THIS INSTITUTION UITH | AR
175 IMMEDIATE BENEFITS GND ITS MORE BEHEF! T R
THE SEPULCHRE OF THE DEPARTED FOUNDER. '

mAY THE FRUITS OF THIS COOD WORK BE COETERMA

s L 4ITH -
AND MAY HIS CXAMPLE BE PPOLIFIC OF SIMILAP chaiousHégtggaﬁno
TILL ICNORANCE, SUPERSTITION AND DEPRAVITY g
SHALL VANISH FROM THE LAND.

VS October 1978,

-

FLOGDING OR THE ISLE OF $OCS.

On Jonusry 28th 1928, 1 and the rest cf m
' . o y family vere :
eut 2 2.m. amidst considerable noisu ancd bustle snd p;cked 0?2853260

The people living there were zlready swak
g : } g and )
Bn in their frontroom. y # accommodated wo

We had heoard of high tides during the past f o
ruerlapping the qock wall, but nouw itgwas rzally ﬁ:pgzi?ngn“ ?;cw:Z?rh
were hastily drilling holes in flocrboards »s water ran d;wn the wegt-
fRcad and cver the doorsteps., Somo ware nailing boards to theirddcor-
But 211 to no avail, Cerpets were rollad up and in the time aveilable
tems on floor level as could be retrieved were placed en top of bads
fbpboercs. The water ceme higher, everything smolling of cil as

s frem the 0il Wharf nearby floated past the doar. I locked out of
bstoirs window in the darkness - a table floated past the house with
gpoerched on it, The water was ncuw 3-4 feet deep,

Ais daylight broke, the water slouly bugan to go douwn carrying

it an cnormous amount of rubbish from the factorias ond decks., This

g¢ the scwers as they beceme expcsed and pecple with rubber boots or

pd -up trousers tried hard to clear them. As the water receded from each
@, under~-flocr water was baled cut 2nd buckets of tap water used tc

i the cffensive deposit. A fire tender ¢id its best to clear the roads

Bine - only one could be spared as others were in other parts of the

no. Then came the great "cloan-up® - all doors and windocus were opencd
many flcor-bcards lifted to 2llow the rooms end foundations tc dry out.

jhole plece reeked like Vcnice on a hot day!

| iy noon, the “putside world" had heard of the disaster and help
Peginning to arrive., The local policeman went round with a megephone
o pcople to refrein from drinking tep-~water as it wes contaminated.,

e carly afternoon, horse-dreawn weter tankers arrived te supply drinking
¥. Hend-pumps and fire tenders from many districts arrived to pump cut
Bents etc., whilst refuse carts, teken off their normsl task, werc used
Blear the strects of rubbish, particularly piles of sodden bcoks and
thing, 2nd to sprinkle disinfectant in all the houses. Carpets, mattress-
fbcc-lincn and clothing, were spread over fences, walls, lines, stc. to
fbut., Whrt 2 blessing it did not rein that day! Ultimately, the Council
® ~ucy o1l mattrosses and bed-linen for clesaning and disinfecting. '
Mwhile, voluntcors stationed themselves ot various points along the River
atch for the next high tide, but fortunately there was 0o overflow,

ihy Island still telked of its flood end when

the "waterloggecd" smell still persiszed.
rts

Ten years later,
es were left closed for o time, ] ' :
now, fifty ysars later, the oil marks cen still be seen in some pe

.ihG isla vhe \ ‘cached its height.
land where the water e € q AHF Octeber 10783
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BNIPPLTS

The National Museum of Lebour History, at present st tlMongiece
due to be moved to Mile End Baths, have produced their Férst gamp Eﬂ.e
ling with the Dublin Strike of 1813, it is svailable st 25p + fRIBSSEES
the Musuum, Limehouse Teoun Hall, Commerciel Roed E.1d. The pamp :
eritten by Terry McCerthy, the Museum's Curator.

ing Exhibition on :

i travell :
nying the extended es fer

_ R scuvenir breochure acccmpe :
i0¢ forestt's Centenary, ceminds us that the Forasthongeto imagine
tht\ brldge at Stratfcrd’ celled theo Bou". T'tt g t?‘r Aieg Straﬁ:f's' .
€sts in this arca today, but two Inn signs Of Stri‘l Ofll arown timber
Creen Man, and the Woodmen, recall the days whenh.ocu ! THIp
of importance, particularly in the building of ships. gt o)
e g
EF L NN
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B_TJOMBSTONE AND A PORTRAIT GF AN ACE 'S

Perhops not everyone who rends this knous that the the nerth-
corner of Shendy Poark stands the tombstone of John Earber Bezumont
if they co know, have baen able to decipher what is writton on (¢t j

writer of this note acknowledges his debt to H
his attention to it. © Hilda Enzalgatte uho

John Barber Beaumont's memory is
I see that a nsw block of council ho
ber Beaument Housa. Perbaps it is less well known t
' : : s ' hat out of B
umont's New Philesophicol Institute, set up shortly befors he died in

1, sprong thc People's Palace and East Londcn Technic h
B Qucen flary Collage is Ehe helr. 8l Schoals to

Barber Beaumont spent £20,00C on the Lastern At

Philcsophical Institute, and endowed it to tha ext:ﬁtag?mé3égt:;rthe
um and established a trust fund of £13,000 to bring higher educaticn
culture within the reach of people in East tLonden. from 1641 to

4 the Trustees kept the capital intact and opplied the incomoe to the
Philesophical Institute. The Institute uas lanquishing for leck of
per finoncial suppert and it was in 1884 thot Sir Edmund Hay Currie
: Cheirman of the Trustees of the Beaument Trust, wrote to the :
ppers' Cconmpany coffering to acquire the site of the Bancroft Heaspgtel.
vas frem this pouint thot the legacy of Barber Besumont began to merge
to the institution which older Eest Lendoners will remembsr and which
grcater number of pecple recognise as Queen Mary College.

perp?tuated in Beaumcnt Squere,
mes 1n Bancroft Road is called

The cemetery in which Barbor Beaumont was originally buriad wes
§ cun - Shandy Street being pert of the Beaumcnt Nile €nd Estate,
en this cemetery wes closed his rema2ins were transferred to Kansal
een ceimetory.

There is no nesd for me to sketch in the story of Barber
paumcnt's life and his achievements, His tombstone, alas crumbling and
eglected, does it for me in the measured prose of his time:

WITHIN THIS VAULT ARE DEPOSITED THE (ORTAL REMAINS GOF

JOHN THCHAS EARBER BEAUMONT ESQUIRE F.A.S.F.G.S.

THE FOUNDER GF THIS CEMETERY

WHO DIED OR THE 15TH OF MAY 1841, IN THE 67TH YEAR OF HIS
AGE .

HE CORMENCED HIS CAREER IN LIFE RS:AN ARTIST,

IN UHICH PRGFESSION HIS ABILITY COMBINED WITH

SIKGULAR INDUSTRY, ECONDHY AND PERSEVERANCE,

RAISED HIM TG A STATE GF HONOURABLE INDEPENDENCE

EUT AS HE BECAME AFFLUENT HE DID NOT BECOME IDLE

H1S CHARACTER ALWAYS INSTINCT WITH ENERGY LED HIRM TO

PRCFER A LIFE OF USCFUL ACTIVITY TO ONE GF INGLORIOUS EASE.

DURING THE ALARM OF FOREIGN INVASION IN THE LAST EAR

HE GRGANISED A CORPS ok

THE DUKE OF COMBERLAND'S SHA : :

OF WHICH HE BECANME MAJOR COMMANDANT AND IN WHICH HIS SKILL

AND CCOURACE MERE EMINENTLY CONSPICUDUS. |

10 IMPROVE THE CONDITION OF THE INGLORIOUS POOR WAS EVER

H1S MOST ANX10US CARE. FOR -THIS PURPOSE HE INSTITUTED

THE FIAST SAVINGS BANK “THE PROVIDENT®

UHERE THE INDUSTRIOUS CPERATIVE MAY SECURELY DEPOSIT

H1S SAVINGS AND TURK THEM TO ACCOUNT.

THL COUNTY FIRE OFFICE AND THE PROVIDENT LIFE OFFICE

GUED THEIR ORIGIN AND THEIR SUCCESS

T0 MIS WISE FORETHOUGHT |

KIS JUDICICUS MAMRGEMENT AND HIS INCESSANT TOIL.

IN THE LIST OF THOSE PATKIOTS AND PHILANTHROPISTS

UHO HAVE LABOURED TO PRGMOTE |

THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL UELL-3EING OF MAK

NO ONE UILL BE FGUND TG HAVE ACHIEVED A uogéo ETIER SRR

CALCULATED TO ACCOMPLISK THIS HIGH AND SAC .

THE PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTION IN BEAUMONT SQUARE. -/T. .
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WHO THAT CONTEMPLATES THIS INSTITUTION WITH
ITS IMMEDIATE BENCFITS &ND ITS MORE BEM: .
UILL MOT EXCLAIM WHEN ME PAUSES otusx&ccgéE;“L e
THE SEPULCHRE OF THE OEPKRTLD FOUNDER.

may THE FRUITS OF THIS COOD UCAK BC COETERNAL WITH HIS REUARD

AND MAY HIS CXAMPLE SC PROLIFIC OF SIMILA
TILL ICNORANCE, SUPERSTITION AND DEPRAVITY o oUS DEEDS,

SHALL VANISH FROM THE LAND.
R mVS Octobar 1978,

FLOOBDING ON THE ISLE OF COGS.

On Joanuary 28th 1928, 1 and tho rest of n
' n . nwy family uve
ut 2 a.m. amidst considerable noisu snd bustle snd p;ckasocggatgfed

The people living there were #lready puak
i : : 0 &n :
B 1o Biabe Sl y d accommodated wo

We had hcord of high tides during the past feu o -
Ucrlapping tho QOck wall, but nou itguns rgally i:p;ﬁz?n;nd ?&uuit?rh
were hostily drilling holes in flocrboards ag water ran d;cn the gogt-
Rcad ond ovear th docrsteps. Some wero n2iling boards tc their doc?-
ut all tc no aveil, Carpets were rolled up ond in the time oveilablae
tems on floor level 2s could be retrieved were placed on tep ef beds
pboarcs. The water ceame higher, everything smelling of o0il =s
s from the 0il Wharf nearby floated past the door. 1 lcoked out cf
steirs window in the cdarknoss - o tatbtls floated past the housa with
perchaed on it. The weter was now 3-4 fect deep.

As deylight broke, the water slowly bugen tc gec dewn carrying
it en enormous amount of rubbish from the factories ond docks. This
gd the sowers as they became exposed and pecpls with rutber boots or
-up trousers tried hard tc clear them. As the water receded frem eechi
, under=-flocr water was baled cut 2nd buckets of tap water used to

the cffaensive depusit, A fire tender did its best tc cleor the roads
imoe - only one could be spered as others were in other parts of the

Y . Then ceme the great "clasn-up" - all doors end windowus were opencd
ny flour-bcards lifted to 2llow the rooms 2nd foundations tc dry out.
hole plece reeked like Venice oan & hot doy!l

By ncon, the "cutside werld" hed heard of the disaster and help

:ginning to arrive, The local psliceman went round with 2 megephone
g people tec rufrein from drinking tep-~water os it was conteminated,
¢ corly 2fternoon, horse-drawn water tankers oarrived te sucply drinking
. Hend-pumps ~nd fire tenders from many districts arrived to pump cut
ents etc., whilst refuse corts, teken off their ncrmal task, werc used
ear tho structs of rubtish, particulerly piles of scdden bcoks and
ing, and to syrinkle disinfectant in all the houses. Carpets, mattress:.
e -linvn ond clothing, wsere spruvad over funces, walls, lines, stc., to
put, UWhet a blessing it did not rain thot doy! Ultimately, the Council
~way a1l mattresscs and bed-linun for cleaning and disinfecting, :
while, veluntaers stationed themselves at various points along the River
atch for the next high tide, but fortunately there wes na ovierflow,
the Island still talked of its flecod and when

the "waterlogged" smell still persistad.
arts

Ten yeors leter,
s vere left closed for a time, _ :
now, Fifty ysars loter, the oil merks cen still be.seep 1n some p

he Islna : : ached its height.
nd whure the weter ro & v g REESE fobun 19768
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NIPPETS

The N~tional Muscum of Lezbour History, at present et Limuhouset
due t: bSo moved to Mile End Basths, hove produced their térst Damphlge-c
ling with the Dublin Strike of 1913, it 1s puailable ot 249‘+ 7p ggst-g
the Musuum, Limehouse Town Holl, Commercisl Rond £.l14. The pemphlo

Titton by Terry McCerthy, the Muscum's Curator.

& scuvenir brochure accempenying tha travelling E%htgégégnagnfar
S Ferest's Centenary, reminds us thetl the for?St ongetuxime ine il
Me bridge at Stretferd, celled the Bou™. A h?r d gi h gtreetp :
's in this aren tcodoy, but two InD signs on Str9§ cfll grown timber
T¢en Tan, and the Woodman, recall the days uwhen S0CE v SRl
f imcortance, particularly in the builcing of ships. :
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