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FDITORTAL,

Since the last Bu71et1n, we regret to record the

death of Miss Myriel Tester, ot the age of 84, With her sister,

Doris, she founded the Tingsley Hall,Social Centre, at Bow.

She kindly co-operated in enabling the Group to make a recording
of her experiences, only threec weeks before her de\th She will
be sadly missed by her many freinds particularly in Fast London,

T™e ctorms of ﬁhe laSt few months recalled an article
in the "Annual Register" on Januvary 25th 1300, -

"The storm last night blew down the remains of King John's
Castle at 014 Ford, near Bow., This ancient pile was built

in 1203, and was the residence of King John. Here, histor-
ians say, he plotted the death of Prince Arthur; here he
entertained the Brabancon chiefs, and here he usually slept,
after having signed Magna Carta. This place was first
mutilated during the civil wars of Charles I; about 40 years
ago the chapel fell, and ten ycars aftcrwards two wings
tumbled down. It is now all levelled. The ground belongs to
the Bluecoat School, Some curious coins have becn discovered

~in the ruins."

This paramranh sounds as if signing Magna Carta was a

~common pursuit of the King! It was, of course, scaled not signed.

Mr, Xelsall of the G,L.C., Historic Buildinms Scetion
is seeking information on some houscs north of old Bethnal Green,
17-21 01d Fprd Road, It is believed that these buildings have
considercble historic interest, though thoy are aoparently not
part of the Cass Egtate. If any wember has knowledge of these
buildings it Would be apprcciated if it could be vassed to Mr,
Kelsall at WAT 5000, Ext., 7367, or to the Chﬂlrman of the Group.

Those of us who have been concerned with the possible
demolition of Wilton'e Mysic Hall, will be zlad to know the Hall
was recently used for the shooting of a film on Isadora  Duncan
featuring Vanessa Redgrave. The fil® should be out towards the

end of the year and it should give a good idea of what Wilton's

was like in its hey-day. Scveral ideas are still. under con51der-
ation for the future use of the Hall.

Fill in the blank on your vrinted programme. Mr.
Howgego's talk on "Iondon maps and their mokers" will be on

July oth at 2 D.m, This will be a rare onportunlty you shouldn't

1SS.

Lr. "Gordon L. Barnes' thesis on Stepney Churches,

bwqed on hWis talks to the Group and subscauent visits, has been

published by the Feclesiological Soclety. Conies can be had
from the Faith Press T4d,, 7 Tufton St. ILondon S.W,1. at 15/~
each (2nd its good vaolue! 5 LT



2.
HOw_TO FIND OUT

It is only when one is stopped in mid-explanation for elucidation
of a particular point - perhaps an abbreviation, institution, or a matter of
fact- - which one had taken for granted, that one realises how mistaken an
attitude this may be., ' Therefore, the notes which follow are a mixture of
, -many things which the !'professional! takes for granted and wrongly assumes

‘his friends also to be familiar with, although for their part they are good
enough never to assume him to be a master of electronic circuits, economics,
hydroponics and the like, nor do they talk thelr Jargon to him
- without explanation. .~ -

In the beglnnlgg

- Generally speaklng, the records which are preserved in collections .
ﬁlarge and small, up and down the country, may be divided into two groups -
national. and. local., By ‘national' is meant the records of Central Government

;. since. earliest times and these are housed, broadly speaking, at the Public

Record Office in Chancery Lane.

There is nothing terrifying about this organisation. 4s a citizen,
you have every right of access to these records of the administration of our
; country and, indeed, if you are working on your "family tree" it is almost
certain that you will come sooner rather than later to the Long Search Room
where the Census records are produced upon request. I will not detail the
enormous scope of the Public Records for every Reference Library possesses a
copy of Giuseppi's "Guide to the contents of the Public Record Office" (2 vols.
-H.M.Stationery Office, 1963) and the introduction is explicit. To secure a
Reader's Ticket (temporary) takes about five minutes and the Permanent Ticket
which follows, if required, is valid for three years.

' Having thus summarily disposed of the public records from Domesday
to date, we move to those which are usually of more immediate concern to the

.~ engquirer into some aspects of local history. "In the beginning" is the heading

under discussion and for our present purposes the Church, as the mother of the

" Parish, is the begetter of many of our earliest records. It is unusual for

" Vestry Minutes to date from earlier thean,: say, late sixteenth century when the
parish became responsible for the relief of the poor and the maintenance of such
highways as existed, and in wmany parishes these records survive only from & much
later date, In Hdckney, for example, Vestry Minutes date from 1613 (an earlier
volume from 1581 is 1ncomplete), in Stoke New1ngton from 1681 and in- bhoredltch
from 1727, :

In the early period such minutes are often pedestrian, i.e. they
record relatively trivial details of nominations to vacancies in the Almshouse,
pew rents and their holders, etc. but they become more informative as increasing
duties are laid upon the parish by Purliament and, of course, as the community
increases and presents further administrative problems... This is particularly
true of the period from 1689-1834 and this is an era when central governuent
left the local parish Vestry very much to its own devices so long as the taxes
were forthcoming, The parishes of East London were particularly militant about

-(Cdnt;)-
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such harsh enactments as, for example, the Corn Laws, and there was rmch
coming and going between parishes as the Churchwardens organised joint peti-
tions to Westuinster on this and a score of other repressive measures, not
least the almost innumerable and crushing taxes which were imposed in

" prosecution of the wars against the old enemy, Napoleon. Here also are

details of the state of the church fabric, the election of the Churchwardens
and, possibly, the Vestrymen.

Equal in importance with Vestry Minutes as a primary source
for local studies, are the Parish Re~isters. These date from the statute
of 1538, but since the earliest registers were written on paper and the act
of 1598 ordered local incumbents to copy registers on to parchment "at
least from the first of her present Majesty" (1558), it follows that . the
more zealous re-wrote their registers on parchment for the preceding sixty
years but the less diligent copied them ohly from the mamdatory date of 1558,
Through the country as a whole, the paper registers survive in only about
two per cent of parishes.

: Obviously, a parish with a full set of registers from 1538 is
indeed fortunate and if they have been indexed by a public spirited benefact-
ory, usually a local antiquary, then the community and more particularly the
archivist is indeed blessed, for fifty per cent of local history enquiries
received from England and the English-speaking countries involve some search
of the parish registers. In Hackney, these date from 1555 (with some earlier
entries back to 1540); in Shoreditch, of which more anon, from 1558 and in
Stoke Newington from 1559.

Whereas, in general, Vestry Minutes and sometimes transcripts
also, manuscript or printed, are to be found in the care of the local library
or archives repository, the registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Buriels
have in many cases been deposited for safe keeping with the appropriate
County Record Office and this is a typical instance of the unsatisfactory
scatter of local records which makes life difficult for the searcher,
Shoreditch registers are at Guildhall Library (but are on microfilm in the
Heckney Archives Department); Hackney registers are at County Hall (the
Greater London Record Office) and a transcript is at Guildhall Library,
whilst the registers of St. Mary, Stoke Newington, remain at the Church.
Both latter parishes have indexes 10 their registers but St. Leonard,
Shoreditch, remain to be done .and this is.a formidable but fascinating task
which.is now on hand and.may take only between three to five years.
Volunteers will be very welcome.

» To-be continued. Se C. Tongue.

THE BLIND TLGGAR

The greatest treasure of St. Matthews! Church, Bethnal Green,
is the Beadle's Mace, dated 1690. 1Inscribed on it are the names of the
"constabels" and other parish officials. On its silver top it bears an
embossed picture of the Blind Beggar and his dog. The story says that the
blind beggar was Henry, son of Simon de Montfort who hid, disguised, in

(Cont. )~
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Bethnal Green after the Battle of Evesham. His beautiful daughter, Bessee,
lost all her suitors but one, when they found her father was a blind
beggar., To the faithful one, a knight, Henry revealed his true identity

~and gave £3,000 as dowry. A ballad about this dates back to Tudor times

and was preserved in Percy's "Reliques", A play was written about it by
Chettle in 1600, in 1743 Robert Dodsley wrote a musical play on the theme,
and Sheridan Knowles used it again in a play in 1828, The Churchwardens
staves also depict the Blind Beggar.

(From St. Matthew's Parish Magazine).

JUDGE JEFFREYS.

The Wapping area around Hermitage stairs, was a riverside swamp
until it was drained by the Dutchuan, Venderhelf, during the reign of
Henry VIII. Subsequently, St. Paul's Church was built in the 17th Century
and rebuilt in the 19th. Part of the drained land was claiwed by a Lady
McIvie, her claim being disputed by a Mr. Neale who had been responsible
for the building of the earlier church.

Her claim supported by cooked evidence and much corruption, was
tried before Judge Jeffreys who awarded in her favour., The Dean & Chapter
of St. Paul's Cathedral lodged an appeal and produced further evidence to
show that the earlier hearing had been subject to false evidence. Judge
Jeffreys said "We all thought her claim was a just one - but when the
cause came to be heard again we found witnesses to prove her title were
guilty of notorious perjury." Those who gave false evidence at the former
trial were duly punished but the noble lady appears to have been exonerated,

On another occasion, Jeffreys showed a sense of humour. When
two brothers were brought before him for stealing lead from the roof of
Stepney Church, he said "I find you are not churchuen in the right way",
and went on to mention their good fortune in having been arrested before
they had stolen lead of sufficient value to make the offence a hanging one,
"But you are mightily beholden to the constable; if he had but given you
half an hour longer, you had been in a fair way to be hanged. Your zeal
for religion is so great as to carry you to the top of the church, If

this be your way of going to church, it is fit you should be taken notice of'".

The end of Jeffreys in December 1688 was rather pitiful. Disguised
as a sailor and deserted by the King, he spent the night in a vessel moored
below London Bridge waiting to flee the country. He ventured ashore for
refreshrment at the "Red Cow" (not the "Town of Ramsgate", 62 Wapping High St)
‘where he was recognised by a scrivener whom he once wantonly insulted in
court, and would have been torn to bits by the mob but for the arrival of the
"trained bands" who carried hin before the Lord Mayor. He was thence taken
to the Tower accompanied by an armed guard who were hardly able to protect
him from the angry crowd.. He was never brought to trial. He rewmaiged in
the Tower, ill and miserable, dying on 4April 18th 1689, at the age of 45.

l‘LoH-F .



5.
PLAGUE IN STEENEY,

The history of vplague is a subiject which
deserves further study. Charles Cr01ﬂhton provided the mogt
comprchensive study of the disecase in his ”1ctory of Epidemics
in Britain published in 1821, More rpecently W. G. Bell has
cxamined The zreat plague df 1665 in The Great Plaguc in
London in 15665, ond ¥, =, 7ilson has described The 1n01ﬁcnce
of the dlqeﬁqe in Tudor ~nd Stuart London in The Plagus in.
Shakespcearc's Tondon., But a study of the attocks of nlague
in individual nariches would add to our Inowlcdge of how the
discacc spread, and how it affected socicty.

In the 15th and l7th century men could only gucess
at the causc of plague. It was attributed to a corruption in
the cir. Thomas Lndne in his. Trcatlon of the Plaguc in 1603
came ncwrer the mar when he wrote, 'whcn as rats, noules, and
other creaturee......forsake their holes and habitations, it
is a token of corruption in the =game." But it was never
rcalised that the flea which infested the rat corriced the
plague virus, Thinking the contagion was sorcad by the air,
measurcs agZalnst nlazue tried to 1801nte plague vietims., When
a wan fell vietim to mlague, he, ~nd his whole family, were
shut up in their Mouse in an attempt to 22lt the spread of
infection to anyone elee. Very often the whole houschold would
guccumb to the diseacsc,

The pmarish of Stenney wos notorious for its plague
attacks, ©Stcpney plasue doqths were greater than in any other
parish in Tandon or thc ecuburbs in tle 17th century. In the
three ~reat plagues of the century, in 1603, l6°5 and 1665, "a
very high percentaze of Stepney deaths recorded in the parish
rexigter were duc to plazue ;-

Total dcaths.  Plogue dcaths. ﬁ of total deaths.

1503 2257 1933 85,.6%

1625 4229 3012 71.2%

1665 7751 6051 77
These pnercentnges of ploague deaths were unusually

high comparcd w1th the average London mercentage of plague
dcaths calculoted from the figurcs given in the Bills of
Mortality.

Signe of the chnos which so many d-.aths causced
appears in the vestry minutes of Stepney. In 1625 the parish
clerk, John Robinson, wos licensed by the bishop to bury the
dead., The minister could not cope with the number of bodies.
In the same year, o new burinl sround was purchased because the
0ld ground had been filled, and in 1555 subsidiary burial
grounds werc opened in Shadwcell acnd Poplar.

(Cbnt.)*
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Further more plogue seems to hove broken out sometimes
first in Stepnecy ond snread to the rest of London. The first
cage in the plague of 1603 occurred in Stepney in January,
according to the parieh registers., The great outbreak commenced
in March and spread nuickly to the rcet of London. The plague
of 1625 probably originated in Bishovnagate, spread nulckly to
Whitechapel and Stbbney, ond then to other parishes in London.
The great plogue of 1°55, however, began in West London, in the
parish of 8t. Giles in the Fields.

- We have few details of the azony this discasc must have
caused, It coan best be glimpsed by rcadineg Donicel Defoc's
”Jburnal of the Plogue Year, But stotistics tell a terrible tale
without fthe omb0111thentq of the imaginative writer. In 1603,
the worst plaguc year of the 17th contury, perhaps onc fifth of
the population of Stepney Aied,

. M,J,P,

"To the Tiditor
The Tobncco Industry in East London.

As the rcesult of eomec work on R. & J, Hill Ltd. who
m“nufacturod tobacco ir Shoreditch from 1775 untll the reccent war
put them out of businese, I wassurorloed at the cxtent of this
Industry in ®ast London.

Carrerns were one of the larger firms oround 1904 and
therc is much to beé told also concerning Bernhard Baron's Cisar-
ctte lMachine Company from circa 1397, apart from his philanthropy
in other ficlds. Ardath also were in orship Strect around this
date 2nd there were others in Tower Tamlets.

If members would care to nut pen to paper about this,
I, for on¢, will be both intcrested 2and srateful.

S.C.T.

o e St v

‘ DID YOU ENOYW THAT .,
1. John Wesley's mother lived in Spital Seuare ?

2. At.a Buckinghom Palzace Gorden Party in 1918, Xing George V
wos very surprised to le~rn from the Rev. 7.H.Lax ("Lax of
Poplaor'" the well-known preacher) that he actually glept in
Poplar ?

3. Thc King Edwafd VII Memorial Park occupices the sitce of the
former Shadwell Figh Market ?

4, A century amc, Thitechavel Market (a little past St, lary
Matfelon) was more outqtﬂnding than Petticoat Lance which
was alrcady o market of congiderable size 7

5. According to local tradition, the source of the cxprcesion
"polmy" (or "barmy") is Balmers Hpuse, o Hackney Asylum which
was''a large Jacobean manor housc of comnﬁct degign with
pilastered walle and 2 high hipned roof" (Millicent Roec)
This asylum is believed to be the ploce to which Chorles Lamb
brousht his sister Mary during the ottacks of her illness.

It w2e demolished ~bout 1340 in the laying out of De Beauvoir
Town.,

1
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NOT=E ON TORTET 24TR INDUSTRTAT, SCHOOT,

v A g x> e vew - r——

o Tic echool was built in 1854 by thce Whitechopel
Poor Law Union. In 1869 the Unions of "hitechapel, Poplar
and Hhckney combined to form the "Forest Goate School District"
and took over the School,

The School wneg very much concerned with the
"Goliath" fire disaster, an account of which will appcar in
the next Bulletin, Another firc disaster occurrced in 1890,
this time in the School iteelf. It was on New Year'e Ive, -
1839-90, A fire broke out in the scwing-room, which was on
the sround fleor, where -n iron chimney went throusgh a part-
ition. It whs discovered by the wordrobe mistress just after
midnight, and she called the Fire Brigade. By the time they
arrived about 25 winutes later, the building wos well alisht.
There were dormitorics on the first and sccond floors above
the scwing-room, and 84 boys were aslecp in them. The Fire
Brigade found it difficult to get in, and the boys to mect out,
because they vere locked in the dorwmitories 2t nisht. The
attendant, who normnlly had the keys, was off duty. Eventually
53 boys were rescued but 26 died. . ,

- Widespread criticisms were raised at the inocuest,
and in the local press, 2bout the slecning arrangements, and
many similar institutions changed theirs after this disaster.
The following ycar there was an outbreak of food poisoning at
the School, and this led to fresh criticisms about poor food,
bad conditions, and prison-like. discinline.

Hackney Union hod withdrawn from the School
District Board in 1877, and Whitechapel withdrew in 1897,
leaving the School to be carricd on by Poplar alone,

In 1906 thc School at Forest .Gate was closed,
and the boys were transferred to the Poplar Training School at
Hutton, Tssex. After the buildings had stood cmpty for a
while, they were uscd as a branch workhousce for Poplar from
1908 to 1911.

In Deccerber 1911 they were bought by West Ham
Board of Guardians, ond renamed "Forest Gate Sick Home". They
were used for scemi-sick and bed-ridicen people from the work-
house, .and mental and maternity casce. .

In 1950 they were taken over by West Ham County
Borough Bnd rcnamed "Forest Gatcé Hospital"., They werne uscd
mailnly for maternity and mental caccs., The hospital is now a
maternity hoepital solely. In epitc of wany additions, and
bombing during the war, m-°ny of the o0ld "poor law" buildings
remain, ‘

A,J.C.S.
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DULTTQRIW E“ﬁ” LIST,

BLLN ﬂU”mowtdaQ§Rfj:, 1860-1854, Amrconeed by wor grand-
~daushter, ®llcen R. C. Crclmton. The first volume is in
‘local llbl“rloq qnd contlnueq the norrative 9f the
“Buxton farily who co imdinge on Bnst Tondon Tistory.

TOCLT. TISTARY & T8 TTACTR.- Rovert Douch. L "must" for tho
tecacher 2and student of local history.

THT FIGTTING PANTHURSTS : A @tuﬂv in. tenncity. David fitchell.
POTER IMINTS Council of Social Scrvice, Peovnle without roots;

T Fctudy undert-en in the London Borouth of Tower Homlets, |
1966-7, &nd an aopraisal of scrvices provided by voluntary .
ond statutory 3qencios. T4, F, 7, Skinncr. PFrom 532, e

Comrercial Road, T,1. 5/--. , : 't
LOWNCN'S INDUSTRIAT TRRITAGR: Aubrcey 7ilson. An informative

TR intollicert apnronch to o layman's guide to industrial
archacology. The East Tondon covera~e ranges from "hite-

chipel to Wolthomstow, Published Jan 68,

AT Am WRSTMINATTR. an account of wowmen in the British Parlia--
“ent 1918-65,  Pamela Brookes. Mov, 67

CCTATISTS, LIBERATS AND TARCUR @ . 1885-1014, Paul Thompson.
An “ch‘lont study of thec volitical munlclool sccne at n
critical mnoriod. - Many little-~known facts cmerac ns =
rceult of the outhor's painstaking rescarch.

Tjﬁ“ymDINWVAL IIASON, Douglas & Joncs, Fnoop. An cconomic history
of Tnglish gtone building in the loter Middle Ages and
carly modern times Covcrq period 1230 - 1600,

POTITTICTANS AND THT QTUﬁE . Robort Skideleky., The Labour Goavern-
ncnt of 1929-%31, The Public Records Act 1958 rcduced the
"closed" period from 50 to 30 ybbrs although thieg remnins

alﬁcrctlonﬂry.

BEATRICE VEBB : lMus~cridge, Kitty, and Ruth Adam.
A 11Fc of onc to whom we owe so great a debt.

AGRTICULTURE & ?CﬂWﬁTIC POWTW IN ENGLAND, 15650--1715, This is o
furthcr volume in the errice Oﬂtltlud "Debates in cconomic
history" and vas flrct publloood in Few York,

A TISTORY OF POLICE in ™nglond & Wales, Critchley T,A. L

MO TO READ LOCAT, ARCHTVES : ¥,7%,Bmmison. 1550-1700, .
Bubliched by the thtorlc*l \sgocinrtion 1967 (3/64) S
COUNTY QmCORD I G.Pmmison. (“u~rter scecions, petty sessions, °

Clerk of tho Peace and Licutenancy) with roviscd
appendices, Mistorical Asgociation 5/~ (1967).

SATTORTOWN . Staon "hgill. A study of dockland invaluable
“£5 Cvery studcnt of Tinet London Tistory. < o
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